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CANADA’Ss ORIGINAL 
HONEY BROWN LAGER 


When we breWsour Sleeman Honey Brown Lager, we insist on adding 
our all-natural Canadian honey after fermentation. This keeps the taste 
and aroma preciselyewhere it belongs -“in the beer~ Maybe that's why 
Canada's OriginaltHoney.Brown Dager-is stilleCanada's favourite. 
And that's something we're pretty proud of. 
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Take a voyage to Vulcan this Fall! 
fave the Galaxy in the Funny new 
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Virtual Reality Game 


ADVENTURE 13 
Dress up your Dorm Room with 
cool Star Trek items 
From the Galaxy Gift Shop at the 
Vulcan Tourism & Trek Station 


DISH 16 


Located 1 hour south of Calgary 
1 hour north oF Lethbridge 
just oFF HWY 23 in Vulcan 
Open Yearround 
Monday - Friday Sam-bpm 
Weekends 10am-4pm until Thanksgiving 
Call 403-485-2994 or visit Www.vulcantourism.com 
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Are you interested in teaching overseas? 


The MacEwan English Language Institute offers a 10-day intensive 
Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) workshop. 


"Work and travel - live your adventure. 
§ © Learners should be fluent in English and have a degree. 
™ ° Officially approved by the Canadian Language Council. 
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Find out more, call (780)497-4000 
or, visit www.MacEwan.ca/es! 


Nepal & lAdia 


Join us for an incredible show on the 
splendours of Nepal and the Mysteries of 
India. Let us take you on a magical journey 
that includes trekking through the majestic 

mountains of Nepal, age old temples, 


marvellous palaces & much mare. 


Tues, Sept 11th at 7:00pm 
Stanley Milner Library 
7 Sir Winston Churchill Square 

Admission By Donation 
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escapes 
Adventure Travel Centres 


Tel. 439-0024 « 8412 - 109th Street 
trekescapes.com 
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DVAS / 30 

“There's a lot of gay energy in this band— 
there's touching, there's movement, 
there's dancing, there's sweat, and | think 
these are all good things. There's a lot of 
homoeroticism, but y’know, bands are 
inherently kind of gay.” —the Abominable 
Snowman, ostensible heterosexual 


CYCLING TO THE TAR SANDS / 8 
“Everyone is one or two degrees away 
from the belly of the beast. The anecdotes 
are more compelling than anything you 
can read.” —Danny Spitzberg, cyclist 


MULDER'S MURALS / 22 

"Billboards posit themselves in public 
space. It can be asserted they're on pri- 
vate property, but it is ‘public’ view. Same 
thing with retaining walls: what good are 
they, grey and ugly? Or public utility 
boxes? If anything else, graffiti raises 
these questions: who controls the space? 
Who makes the landscapes?” —lan 
Mulder, artist 


ANGEL-A AND ASUMI/ 25 

“Azumi goes beyond vomited gore, 
hacked-off limbs and jetting founts of 
crimson to a kind of death-cult fascina- 
tion. This is a mass hemophilia conven- 
tion: the sliced still talk and the crowded 
fights are speedily shot so the camera can 
get to the blood-spurting corpses.” — 
Brian Gibson, Vue film critic 


NO COVER ACOUSTIC EVERY SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
4-6 PM * HAPPY HOUR DRINK PRICES 2-7 PM! 
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Made in China, ignored 
everywhere else 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
ere’s been a lot of ink spilled in recent months about Chinese made 
products that could cause harm to North American consumers because 
of the lead paint used to decorate them. From Mattel toys to Faber- 
Castell pencils, it seems nothing is safe anymore. 

But while parents fret about their children and corporations fret about their 
profits, nobody is fretting about the deplorable working conditions Chinese 
workers are subjected to as they breathe in exponentially more lead than little 
Johnny or Sally would while playing with their Thomas the Tank Engine. 

I'm not going to sit here and say it’s not a big deal that there aren’t higher 
standards for the toys and other consumer goods that are imported into this 
country—it is a travesty that our current standards aren't keeping us safe—but 
the risk to North American consumers cannot be greater, and is certainly no 
more important, than that of the workers who make these unsafe products. So 
why have these workers been completely ignored? 

It could be that China is still (ignorantly) viewed as a third world country 
by some North Americans—a country whose workers don’t matter because 
they're just a nameless, faceless mass of poor people whose only useful- 
ness is in being exploited by us so that we can purchase consumer goods 
more cheaply than we could if they were being made by our neighbours at a 
fair wage. 

If we thought of the people who make our products as individuals who 
are just like us, North Americans would doubtlessly demand that their Chi- 
nese counterparts be paid wages akin to their own, and then the age of 
cheap consumer goods would be over. If we ever stopped to consider the 
humanity of the people who make our toys, our pencils and our electronics, 
it’s possible that our entire economic system would collapse under the 
weight of its own guilt. v 
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SCHOOL SNACKS ... 


lt was great to read your article about 
the Edmonton School Lunch Program 
(“School Lunch Program Serves 2300 
Kids in 12 City Schools”, Aug 23 — Aug 
29). When | was in elementary school, 
| took advantage of their Nutrition 
Snack Program. My single mom did 
feed my sisters and |, but our financial 
situation meant it wasn't always 
enough. | was one of those kids that's 
a stomach on legs; | was pretty much 
constantly hungry. This program guar- 
anteed that | had a bit of good food in 
my belly to help me study. 

It would have been bliss if we'd had 
the full hot lunch program. | hope that 
your article will help raise awareness 
among students and parents alike about 
this continuing issue in Edmonton. Peo- 
ple get comfortable and forget that not 
everyone's parents can afford to stuff 
their cupboards. | know that seeing 
other kids throw away “gross” food 
(apples, sandwiches, anything healthy) 
from their carefully packed lunches gave 
me heartache. It made me sad that so 
many kids around me took their lunches 
for granted, when | would have gladly 
eaten whatever they didn’t want. Even 


in high school | found this to be a big 
problem. After lunch the hallways would 
be littered with unwanted food, sand- 
wiches would be smeared on the walls, 
pudding would be dripping from the ceil- 
ing, you name it. 

With the current economic situation | 
know that more and more kids are get- 
ting left behind. | encourage parents and 
students alike to support this excellent 
program, and to think twice about 
throwing away food that could be 
donated to the food bank, this program, 
an elementary school in need or even 
just to that kid over there with a hungry 
look in their eye. 


MARIA 


... AND SCOOBY SNACKS 


Regarding Connie Howard's recent col- 
umn about medicinal marijuana, (“Men- 
tal illness medications go to pot,” Well 
Well Well, Aug 30 — Sep 5): for years, | 
struggled with emotional problems deal- 
ing with the pain and depression from 
Fibromyalgia. | used a wide variety of 
pharmaceuticals (prescription and off- 
the-shelf), and alcohol was also 
involved for a while. The drugs didn't 
help, and nearly cost me my life on 
many occasions. 
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My wife has been struggling with 
epilepsy, posttraumatic stress disor- 
der and multiple personality disorder. 
She has tried every medication avail- 
able, but none of them worked. She 
even flat-lined on me once in 2001, 
and my approximation of CPR brought 
her back to life. 

In May of 2002, we both quit all of 
our pharmaceuticals and now both use 
several grams of medical marijuana 
every day. We are healthier, happier, 
better-looking, more affectionate, more 
involved in our communities and fami- 
lies, and we continue to improve—| 
managed to stop using my mechanical 
wheelchair in March. Christine has 
reduced her seizures from over 60 per 
year, down to just two. 

What was that about “no safe 
amount” of marijuana? 


RUSSELL BARTH 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader 
response, whether critical or compli- 
mentary. Send your opinion by mail 
(Vue Weekly, 10303 - 108th Street, 
Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), by fax 
(780.426.2889) or by e-mail 
(letters@vueweekly.com). Preference 
is given to feedback about articles 
published in Vue Weekly. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and clarity. 


More talk but not much action on ‘The Quarters’ 


CHRISTOPHER PHILLIPS / chrisp@vueweekly.com 
packed crowd filled the gym 
at Alex Taylor Elementary 
School last month for a 

much-anticipated update on the 

Downtown East redevelopment proj- 

ect, now renamed “The Quarters.” 

And “cultural changes” in Edmonton 

are among the expected impacts of 

the project, said Daryl Procinsky. 

His firm, O'Neill O'Neill Procinsky 
Architects, is one of five hired by the 
city to look more closely at the feasi- 
bility of the plan approved for the 
area by City Council in September of 
last year. The district to be redevel- 
oped encompasses about 18 blocks 
in the McCauley and Boyle Street 
neighbourhoods, bounded on the 
west by 97th Street and to the south 
mainly by Jasper Avenue. Senior 
planners and “green consultants” 
from West Coast-based Merrick 
Architecture were among those pre- 
senting their ideas for implementa- 
tion at the Aug 15 meeting and 
gauging reactions from attendants. 

Procinsky said he expects Edmon- 
tonians moving to the area will be 
attracted to the advantages of living 
in a dense, walkable downtown 
neighbourhood. Among these is a 
new 4-block long park through the 
area leading down 96th Street to 
Louise McKinney Park, which he 
said he hopes those living, working 
and visiting nearby would begin to 
treat as “everybody's front door.” 


THE ARCHITECT WAS LESS successful 
placating one concern a number of 
residents raised: the looming possi- 
bility of a shortage of parking. As 
much as 20 per cent of the land slat- 
ed to become “The Quarters” is cur- 
rently occupied by parking lots, 
many of which are used by com- 


muters from other parts of the city 
who work downtown. 

“We actually want to reduce the 
amount of parking spaces in the 
area,” responded Mark Huberman, a 
transportation consultant from Bunt 
Engineering. 

By coincidence, City Council also 
gave indications this month that it is 
considering scrapping a 1200-stall 
Park-and-Ride at the new LRT station 
there amidst spiralling construction 
costs. But, explained Procinsky, “pro- 
viding alternatives to parking is linked 
to cultural changes,” which the rede- 
velopment of the district can help 
encourage along the model of a num- 
ber of cities the planning commission 
has been looking to for examples. 

“We've got to think differently. 
Somebody my age that's moving from 
Blue Quill to here, you've got to real- 
ize that you don't need two cars, you 
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don't need a big backyard space, you 
don't need all the stuff that you typi- 
cally store out there,” he continued, 
“Your footprint and how you live 
should be different, then—you should 
be living in the community. The whole 
thing about this is we've forgotten 
what a community is.” 

Reaction for the new details of 
what had previously been a much 
more vaguely outlined vision was 
warm for most in the room in spite 
of concerns about a lack of any firm 
timelines and the still-unclear fate of 
the large number of low-income res- 
idents in the community, a group 
that includes approximately 2400 
people. City Council is mandating a 
requirement that all property devel- 


Opers set aside 5 per cent of units for 
affordable housing, said Caldwell, 
but Shiela McCain, one former city 
councillor in attendance, said she 
felt that was far from sufficient. 

The topic has been on the minds 
of many in the city lately. Around 
200 people marched to the steps of 
the Legislature on Aug 18 to 
protest the continuing growth in 
affordable housing shortages in 
Edmonton and its ties to the eco- 
nomic disparities being exacerbat- 
ed by the boom in the oil sands. 
The city recently announced it is 
shutting down the “tent city” 
downtown, where about 80 people 
are still living from a larger group 
of about 110 who were temporarily 
making their home in the area this 
year. A 2006 count conducted by 
the Edmonton Joint Commission 
on Housing found over 2500 peo- 
ple within our city were either 
“absolute homeless or living in 
emergency accommodation.” This 
represents a 19 per cent increase 
from 2004. 

While the standing-room only 
gym was filled with well over 200 
people, one resident near the end of 
the night reminded the planning 
committee that wide email-based 
efforts to publicize the meetings 
might be expanded offline in future 
to take into account the economic 
realities of locals living in poverty. 

One local architect at the meeting, 
while concerned that more considera- 
tion should be taken of Edmonton's 
specific climate in initiatives towards 
environmental sustainability, was 
unequivocal about the potential 
impact of the redevelopment. “I think 
this 18 blocks,” he said, “probably is 
going to be our legacy project from 
this boom.” 


Heavy fuel, 
DYER STRAIGHT 


gwynne@yueweekly,com 


The era of cheap food is over. The price 
of corn has doubled in a year, and wheat 
futures are at their highest in a decade 
The food price index in India has risen 11 
per cent in one year, and in Mexico in 
January there were riots after the price 
of corn flour (used in making the staple 
food of the poor, tortillas) went up four- 
fold. Even in the developed countries 
food prices are going up, and they are not 
going to come down again. 

Cheap food lasted for only 50 years 
Before WWII most families in developed 
countries spent a third or more of their 
income on food (as the poor majority in 
developing countries still do). But after 
the war a series of radical 
changes, from mechanization 
to the Green Revolution, 
raised agricultural pro- 
ductivity hugely and 
caused a long, steep = 
fall in the real price of ~ 
food. For the global 
middle class, it was 
the Good Old Days, 
with food taking \ f 
only a tenth of \ , 
their income 

It will probably 
be back up to a 
quarter within a 
decade, and it may 
go much higher than 
that, because we are 
entering a period 
when three separate 
factors are converging 
to drive food prices up. 
The first is simply demand: 
not only is the global popula- 
tion continuing to grow (about 
an extra Turkey or Vietnam every 


+ year), but as Asian economies race ahead 


more and more people in those populous 
countries are starting to eat significant 
amounts of meat. 

Early this month, in its annual assess- 
ment of farming trends, the United 
Nations predicted that by 2016 people in 
the developing countries will be eating 
30 per cent more beef, 50 per cent more 
pig meat and 25 per cent more poultry 
The animals will need a great deal of 
grain, and meeting that demand will 
require shifting huge amounts of grain- 
growing land from human to animal con- 
sumption—so the price of grain and of 
meat will both go up. 


THE GLOBAL POOR DON'T care about 


the price of meat, because they can't 


light meals 


afford it even now—but if the price of 
grain goes up, some of them will starve 
And maybe they won't have to wait until 
2016, because the mania for “bio-fuel 
is shifting huge amounts of land out 
food production. One-sixth of all the 
grain grown in the United States this 
year will be “industrial corn” destined to 
be converted into ethanol and burned in 
cars; Europe, Brazil and China are all 
heading in the same direction 
The attraction of bio-fuels for politi- 
cians is obvious: they can claim they are 
doing something useful to combat emis- 
sions and global warming {though the 
claims are deeply suspect) without actu- 
ally demanding any sacrifices from busi- 
ness or the voters. The amount of US 
farmland devoted to bio-fuels grew by 48 
per cent in the last year alone, and hard- 
ly any new land was brought under the 
plough to replace the lost food 
production, In other big bio- 
fuel producers like China 
and Brazil it's the same 
Straight switch from food 
to fuel. In fact, the food 
market and the energy 
market are becoming 
closely linked, which 
is very bad news for 


lf; 
Ef the poor. 
Sif As oil/prices rise 
Gh (and the rapid eco- 
of nomic growth in 
Asia guara 


that they will), they 
pull up the price of 
bio-fuels as well, 
and it gets even more 
attractive for farmers 
to switch from food to 
fuel. Nor will politics 
\ BP save the day. As econo- 
\\ 1 mist Lester Brown of the 
\} Earth Policy Institute told the 
US Congress last month: “The 
stage is now set for direct competi- 
tion for grain between the 800 million 
* people who own automobiles, and the 
world’s two billion poorest people.” 
Guess who wins. 

In the early stages of this process, 
higher food prices will help millions of 
farmers who have been scraping along 
on very poor returns for their effort 
because political power lies in the cities, 
but later it gets uglier. The price of food 
relative to average income is heading for 
levels that have not been seen since the 
early 19th century, and it will not come 
down again in our lifetimes. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 
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How clean is too clean? 


WELL, WELL 


CONNIE HOWARD 
health@vueweekly.com 


HEALTH 


The Canadian Cancer Society's verdict of 
safety on food additives and plastic 
water bottles—they say it's unlikely that 
either cause cancer—will be welcomed 
by many, but there is, as always, reason 
to be sceptical and avoid the easy route 
of premature calm. 

Because while it is true that food 
additives are tested for safety before 
approval, none of the testing takes into 
consideration the synergistic effect of 
chemical stew—and synergy, we all 
know, can be potent. 

Nor does testing take into account the 
fatigue that comes with years of over- 
load. Just as a runner may clear the first 
couple of hurdles easily enough and then 
trip on the ninth, our bodies are clearly 
having trouble with the sheer number of 
chemicals we're dealing with. While it is 
may be true that no single of these 
approved chemicals clearly and single- 
handedly causes disease, it is not only 
possible but highly likely that the combi- 
nation of the thousands of new chemi- 
cals we're constantly exposed to do. The 
idea of matching single chemicals to spe- 
cific diseases is as limiting in our search 
for answers as the single disease/single 
gene model is. 

Prudence, then, wouldn't be reassur- 
ances of safety, but rather calls to cau- 
tion. Food additives and food process- 
ing of all kinds are players in altered 
human bio-chemistries, and new theo- 
ries of altered host environments are 
giving us reason to believe it's all 
become infinitely more interactive than 
we'd thought. 


VIRTUALLY EVERYTHING WE eat—trom 
pasteurized milk to irradiated veggies to 
preserved-for-long-life everything—has 
been processed in one way or another to 
eliminate potentially unsafe microbes. 
Yet according to the World Health 
Organization, infectious diseases {ike 
cancers and other illnesses are develop- 


Here’s your opportunity 
to save lives. 
Edmonton 
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ing faster and spreading more rapidly 
than ever before in history. | know, world 
travel and all, but might it also be that 
bugs are as eager to survive as we are, 
and that a more diplomatic approach 
might be more effective? 

Many believe that finding ways to 
co-exist at least semi-peacefully with 
the microbes in our world rather than 
our current approach of eradication 
would be more productive, and that our 
war on bugs is only creating super-bugs 
much like our war on drugs has created 
super-drugs. 

With immunity being a key function 
of—and relying heavily on—healthy 
digestive systems, and with irritable 
bowel syndrome (IBS) on the rise, you'd 
think we'd start looking at a possible 
connection between rising rates of 
infectious disease and eradication 
approaches. Our blanket heat-treat- 
ment/radiation/antibiotic approach 
destroys essential nutrients and 
enzymes in our food and depletes our 
bodies—and kills, along with the truly 
dangerous microbes, the microbes that 
actually go to war on our behalf. 

While IBS can seemingly sometimes 
be triggered by a parasitic or other 
infection, some swear that is exactly 
where the cure lies. Because animals 
kept in too-clean conditions ironically 
develop intestinal problems, many 
(admittedly unpalatable) reports of 
worm-eggs as medicine for IBS abound. 
I'm serious—many claim to go into 
complete remission 

Could it be that the environment host- 
ing the microbes—the balance of 
microbes and nutrients and overall condi- 
tion of the host environment—is more 
problematic than the microbes them- 
selves? They do serve a purpose, clean- 
ing up dead tissue and keeping other 
microbes in balance. And, as disgusting 
as reports of maggots being used to treat 
ulcers, bedsores and bum victims are 
(they trim dead flesh with more precision 
than scalpels), they might just provide a 
clue to a slightly different approach to 
infectious diseases. 

The dreaded salmonella, for example, 
lives beneficially as part of our systems 
most of the time, only occasionally get- 
ting carried away and causing illness, at 
least according to John R Roth, who has 
studied salmonella for 40 years. Many, 
like him, believe the premise of “some- 
times-toxic, always-toxic” to be false, 
and many alternative practitioners have 
observed startling disease reversals with 
a diet of raw and non-irradiated, non- 
preserved, non-pasteurized and microbe- 
contaminated food. 

It is at least food for thought, and | 
suddenly feel like sushi tonight. w 
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It’s a long ride 'To the Tar Sands’ 


CYCLISTS VENTURE INTO ‘THE BELLY OF THE BEAST’ ON 1300 KM TREK 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray@vueweekly.com 

t seems like an obvious analogy: a 
Jes of environmentally friendly 

cyclists battling Alberta's harsh 
elements in a long, fatiguing 
province-wide ride, a metaphor for 
the uphill fight to stop oilsands envi- 
ronmental damage. 

But to make another comparison, 
just as headwinds and unseasonable 
weather have complicated their ride, 
the “To the Tar Sands” group riders 
have found oilsands issues to be more 
complex than they'd thought. 

A further analogy could be that the 
Sierra Youth Coalition-organized 
cyclists are modern-day town criers, 
roaming with their green message, 
but organizers describe the trip as 
more of a fact-finding mission on 
what exactly to do about the oilsands. 

“The consensus is that we're con- 
cerned about the way things are 
going, (but) we purposely came in 
without taking a position,” said Aftab 
Erfan, one of the cyclists brought 
together by the coalition, the Sierra 
Club of Canada’s youth arm. 


THE ECOLOGICAL HARM done by the 


oilsands is described on the Tar Sands 
Time Out campaign website, from the 
club's prairie chapter, linked to the 
“Tar Sands 101” section of the cyclists’ 
website, tothetarsands.ca. 

The huge northern Alberta projects 
are the single largest contributor and 
fastest-growing source of Canada’s 
greenhouse gas emissions, the site 
says, making Alberta the nation’s 
industrial pollution capital. 

“The tar sands can single-handedly 
prevent Canada from meeting its 
international obligations to reduce 
greenhouse gases,” the Sierra site 
says, referring to the country’s Kyoto 
protocol commitment. “Alberta's tar 
sands are one of the biggest social 
and ecological challenges in North 
America, fueling climate change, 
destroying the northern boreal forest, 
and drying up our mighty rivers.” 

The cyclists’ use of “tar sands” 
instead of “oilsands’—a term seen by 
some as cleaner and sexier sound- 
ing—may be significant, but Erfan 
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said that tar sands is simply the term 
used more often internationally and in 
the rest of Canada. 

The term’s interchangeable use 
was seen in the group’s Aug 23 press 
statement that refers to recent head- 
lines “calling for a national debate on 
the oil sands. 

“We are here to spark that debate,” 
the release continues. “What to do 
with the tar sands is no longer a ques- 
tion for Alberta alone to decide. Alber- 
ta's oil boom echoes across this 
country and far beyond: migrant work- 
ers from the East Coast, temporary for- 
eign workers from the global south, 
rising emissions under one big sky.” 

The To the Tar Sands 1300 km trip 
started on Aug 17 in Alberta’s south- 
west comer at Waterton-Glacier Inter- 
national Peace Park, a location chosen 
to draw a parallel between the oilsands 
extraction rate and the rate at which 
the glaciers worldwide are melting. 

The cyclists also chose a joint 
Canadian-US park to make the point 
that oilsands development should be 
an international concern, as 70 per 
cent of the northern project's crude 
heads south of border. 

To the Tar Sands was itself conti- 
nental, bringing together cyclists aged 

15 to 30 and of all athletic abilities 
from all regions of Canada and as far 
away as Massachusetts, with only a 
handful from Alberta. 

“We wanted to get a better under- 
standing of what's happening in 
Alberta,” said Vancouver-raised Hali- 
fax resident Erfan, who described the 
province as “a bit of a mystery” for 
outsiders familiar with only the 
media-generated picture. 

The emissions-free cyclists signifi- 
cantly chose stops like Calgary and 
Fort McMurray that related to oilsands 
issues for their trip, which ends Sep 7 
in Fort MacKay, the northern edge of 
the industrial projects. 

To the Tar Sands has so far visited 
communities that have experienced 
past oil booms like Turner Valley, and 


those that have brought in renewable 
energy projects, such as Pincher 
Creek and Okotoks, with its unique 
energy-efficient, solar-powered 
neighbourhood. 

They found southern Alberta's 
landowners and community groups 
were more strongly organized in ask- 
ing for fair compensation and getting 
waterways protected after years of 
dealing with the oil and gas industry. 

Erfan speculated poorer, often abo- 
riginal communities in Alberta's north 
wouldn't have that strength and expe- 
rience when faced with petro-projects 
of an unprecedented larger size. 

“There are lessons from the south 
that we need to be aware of,” she said. 


THE CYCLIST FROM Massachusetts, 


Danny Spitzberg, told Vue that people 
the group has spoken to have at least 
a certain minimum knowledge about 
the oilsands, 

“Everyone's got so much to say,” she 
said. “No-one's not talking about it.” 

While her fellow cyclists from out- 
side of Alberta have had a global 
sense of fossil-fuel environmental 
impacts, especially relating to climate 
change, Erfan said many Albertans are 
talking about the more close-to-home 
harm, such as on land and forests. 

“Water is the theme that has come 
up the most often,” she said. 

California cyclist Greg Ellis noted sim- 
ilarities in both terrain and mining and 
ranching issues between Alberta and his 
original home state of Wyoming. 

“So far, (we've heard) mostly stories 
about individual landowners against 
oil companies,” he told Vue, recalling 
his talks with ranchers and farmers. 

A lot of Albertans are thinking about 
the environmental and social impacts 
of the oilsands, said Erfan, but with so 
many working in the oilpatch "there's 
not a lot of room to talk about it.” 

Some didn’t want to be on camera 
for the To the Tar Sands documentary 
that one Calgary cyclist is filming, but 
the group has been amazed by the 
generosity other people they have 
met, who have cooked for them and 
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Look who's stylin’ 
Back To School! 


SHOPPING CENTRE 


Family Friendly. Family First | 82 avenue + 83 street 
www.bonniedoonshoppingcentre.com 


WE ALSO RENT 


Make Your) school Year A Musical One fies 


Bass Clarinets 
Baritone Saxophones 
School Year Rentals French Horns Single 
Flutes from $89 French Horns-Double 
Clarinets from $89 Baritones | Euphoniums 
Alto Saxophones from $180 wie 
Tenor Saxophones from $210 cau 


Ty f — Orchestra Bell Kits 
ere 9 
rumpets from $ ) Electric Guitar Packages 


Trombones from $99 Electric Bass Packages 
* Violins from $89 Classical / Acoustic Guitars 
Violas from $99 5 Piece Drum Sets 


Cellos from $175 ACCESSORY CHECKLIST @& 


“Prices subject co change without notice. Taxes not included 


Inquire about our monthly Rent-To-Own Program Instrument Care Kits 
from $7.99 


Music Folders 
from $1.25 


Tuners 
from $24.95 
Reeds from 
$12.95/box 


Music Stands 
from $9.95 


LONG & M CQUAD E ' Metronomes 
EDMONTON from $24.95 


Reed Guards 


Long & McQuade 10204 - 107th Avenue from $1.95 


M U SICAL NSTRU M E NTS We Tel: (780) 423-4448 Manuscript Books 


¥ from $1.95 
edmonton@long-mcquade.com 


long-mcecquuade.com 
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Are you just starting art? Do you want to try a 
? We are artists who love materials and love to 
share our experience. Our unique workshops are 
designed to provide the opportunity to explore and 
experiment with the materials, tools and techniques of 
art making for beginners and beyond. We'll explain the 
basics in a “hands-on”, fun environment. 


Bring this ad in and save 
20% on supplies for your next class! 


WWW.PAINTSPOT.CA 


10516 Whyte Avenue 
Ph: 432.0240 
Fax: 439.5447 


12418 - 102 Avenue 
Ph: 447.4551 
Fax: 447.4596 
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What's wrong with nuclear : 
power? Well, a lot, actually... 


LEILA DARWISH and HELEN LA / sierraclub.ca 

The current breakneck speed of tar sands develop- 
ment in Alberta has led to host of social, economic 
and environmental problems. Declining water quality, 
pollution-associated illnesses, increasing greenhouse 
gas emissions, a labour shortage and an enormous 
infrastructure deficit are only a few of the issues cur- 
rently faced by Alberta's government, industry and 
citizenry. In particular, one problem gaining increasing 
recognition is how to fuel the province's overheated 
tar sands development without exhausting natural 
gas reserves and producing more greenhouse gases 
than any other industrial project on earth. 

Many solutions to this problem have been pro- 
posed. For example, residents across the province 
have suggested the Alberta government slow the 
pace of tar sands development and put in place a plan 
to ensure long-term sustainability for Alberta's people, 


. economy and environment. Others have argued that 


Alberta must diversify its energy portfolio and prepare 
for a shift towards a post-carbon economy by invest- 
ing in clean energy research and development. Finally, 
some people have proposed using nuclear energy to 
fuel unfettered tar sands expansion. 

Unfortunately, many of Alberta's government and 
industry leaders are currently supporting the latter 
option. That is, instead of choosing innovation and 
conservation as a means to ensure a safe, healthy 
and clean energy future for all Albertans, these rep- 
resentatives have chosen to pursue one of Canada’s 
most dangerous, polluting and inefficient energy 
options. Even more alarming is how quickly nuclear 
proponents have been mobilizing in an effort to build 
multiple reactors and fave them online as soon as 
possible. Having been rejected already by tar sands 
companies that recognized the liability and unfeasi- 
bility of nuclear power in Alberta, nuclear propo- 
nents are currently campaigning to gain support and 
clientele in communities atross the province. 


UNTIL RECENTLY, NUCLEAR enthusiasts in Alberta 
received very little attention. After all, why would a 
province so abundant in energy resources need to 
consider this controversial energy source? 

Nuclear energy was not recognized as a clean 
energy source in the Kyoto protocol but it continues 
to be touted as a global solution to climate change. 
With the threat of nuclear energy looming in Alberta 
it is important that all the facts around this danger- 
ous and dirty energy source are known. 

Beyond the environmentally destructive mining of 
uranium, nuclear energy produces (both in extraction 
and production) large quantities of radioactive 
waste—spent fuel from CANDU reactors contains 
over 200 deadly radioactive elements. Plutonium, for 
example, remains radioactive for over 24 400 years. 
These highly toxic byproducts make long-term stor- 
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age a serious political and environmental catastro- 
phe. There is not one safe and secure disposal 
option for the highly radioactive waste produced by 
nuclear power stations. And the history of Canadian 
(CANDU) reactors is plagued with problems, with 
many of them breaking down early or being decom- 
missioned, as the costs of repairs are far greater 
than initial startup costs. It is also critical to note 
that accidents do happen, with 22 accidents occur- 
ring since the catastrophic incident at Chernoby!. 

Plutonium can be released into the environment 
as a result of nuclear energy development. Concern 
over the harmful effects of plutonium is growing 
because of discoveries about the subtle effects of 
low-level radiation. Plutonium may be many times 
more dangerous than previously thought. 

Besides, at every step of nuclear power genera- 
tion greenhouse gases are emitted. Approximately 
240 000 to 366 000 tonnes of carbon dioxide are pro- 
duced every year from plant construction, uranium 
mining, milling uranium ore, road transportation, fuel 
fabrication, conversion and refining activities 
Beyond these direct emissions, low-grade uranium 
mined from Saskatchewan is upgraded, largely in 
the United States, using coal fired power—the most 
carbon intensive energy producer. 

And then there's the fact that nuclear power has 
cost the Canadian public billions: Over a fifty-year 
period (from 1953 to 2002), government subsidies to 
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited totaled $17.5 billion 
(in 2001 dollars). Cost overruns on the last nuclear 
station to be built in Ontario at Darlington were in the 
billions of dollars, and debt incurred by Ontario Hydro 
in the operations of its power reactors amounted to 
over $35 billion dollars. Ontario regulators have deter- 
mined that the. Candu 6 reactor will cost about $2845 
per kilowatt, meaning the planned Alberta plant 
would cost around $3.9 billion to run. It has been esti- 
mated by the industry-owned Nuclear Waste Man- 
agement Organization that the waste will produce a 
cost of $25 billion dollars to manage it for only 300 
years, and that’s just a small chunk of the hundreds of 
thousands of years it must be stored and managed. 

Too often local governments and community mem- 
bers are only presented with the slick advertising 
and false promises of people who stand to gain sub- 
stantially from fostering a nuclear power industry in 
Alberta. For these reasons and more, the Sierra Club 
of Canada is among several environmental organize- 
tions dedicated to ensuring that Albertans get to 
hear both sides of the nuclear energy debate. w 


The Sierra Club of Canada is a national environmental 
advocacy group made up of 10 000 members, sup- 
porters and youth affiliate members from across 
Canada with offices in Ottawa, Victoria, Sydney, Cor- 
ner Brook, Halifax, Edmonton, Montreal and Toronto. 
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9-3-2007—A Nantonian epilogue 


|DISPATCH 


Hello, friends. 

It's pleasant down here in my foothills 
hermitage, where pleasures are inexpen- 
sive and ready to hand. This holiday 
Monday finds me in the shade of my back- 
yard elm, sipping a mug of doubly-dark 
coffee and a cup of last night's wine, 
smoking a cheap cigar and reading Leier's 
biography of Bakunin, sweeping away 
aphids with every page-turn. It’s an idyll. 

Earlier this moming, news reached me 
through the wall-defying ether of the 
library's wi-fi signal—the place is closed, 
but | can park outside and catch the leak— 
that His Worship Stephen Mandel will be 
running essentially unopposed for reelec- 
tion to the mayoralty of Edmonton. The 
biggest challenge now, the Jouma/ reports, 
will be in inducing voting Edmonites to give 
a fuck so that something resembling a 
mandate can be generated. 

What a difference a few years makes! 
| was getting kind of depressed at the pre- 
election timing of my departure from 
Browntown, thinking back to the political 
junkie-joys of the Smith-Noce-Mandel 
spitfight and of the Stickmen antics of 
elections past. But there's not even a 
token stalking-horse let out of the pad- 
dock, and watching a foregone conclusion 
unwind unchallenged is boring as hell. I'm 
glad to be out of it; who but the manufac- 
turers of collectors’ spoons and commem- 
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let them into their homes. 

“Alberta’s got some very hospitable 
people,” said Ellis. 

Notably, these have included those at 
bus terminals and in local pubs, outside 
the circle of environmental activists. 

“Because we haven't come in to 
preach, these conversations have 
gone a lot better," said Erfan, who 
was also pleased with the amount of 
“neat people and stories.” 

While environmentalists generally 
want the oilsands phased out, she 
said hearing if experiences from oil- 
patch workers and their families has 
made her realize “we're not going to 
shut it down right away.” 

Spitzberg, whose work deals with 
energy and climate change, said lis- 
tening to these stories has been an 
eye-opening experience, noting his 
talk with one couple in their 20s who 
occasionally work in the oilsands. 

The “sweet” couple didn’t find the 
work “the most morally rewarding,” 
he said, but he also noted that it was- 
n't “shameful” to be making some 
money and preparing for the future 

“Everyone is one or two degrees 
away from the belly of the beast,’ 
Spitzberg said. “As an academic 
researcher, | thirst for the human dimen- 
sion of things. The anecdotes are more 
compelling than anything you can read.” 


TO THE TAR SANDS HAS jinked various 
issues on their trip, asking people on 
their Aug 20 Turner Valley stop about 
the concurrent North American Securi- 


orative plates cares about a coronation? 

My last night in Edmonton was nearly 
perfect, though, a distillation of the kind of 
fun on which my love of the city and of the 
people I've found in it is based. Ridiculous 
hijinks, like a drunken, late-night field trip to 
the old planetarium in Coronation Park. | had- 
n't been there since my single-digit years—1 
think | remember my grandfather buying me 
an eraser shaped like a rocketship—so stag- 
gering happily around its orbital walkways 
felt like a homecoming, comfortable; | would 
have fallen happily asleep somewhere near 
Saggitarius had | not been kicked awake by a 
companion. Riding home in the bed of my 
buddy's truck, the streetlights glared the 
stars invisible, but if we couldn't see stars 
we could be stars, off-keying our medley of 
“Walk the Dinosaur” and “Hot Hot Hot” to 
the heavens... 


.. AND WITH THAT, Dispatch comes to a 
close. Now for the credits—which, after 
34 years of life in Edmonton will be terri- 
bly, insultingly incomplete. 

Thanks to a man who remains my bril- 
liant, respected, trusted friend forever, 
eleven years after | had an affair with his 
ex. Thanks to another man who taught by 
example that the difference between 
“juvenile grift” and “viable career” is 
brass and stubbornness. 

Thanks to Bob the Angry Flower creator 
Stephen Notley, for teaching me to speak. 
Thanks to the people of The Gateway and 
CJSR radio, past, present, and future; 
keep your knives out, your elbows sharp 
and your parties wet. 


ty and Prosperity Partnership talks to 
harmonize continental policies and 
regulations. 

“Easy access for the US to tar- 
sands oil is a centerpiece of the SPP, 
yet the majority of Albertans have 
heard little to nothing about it,” Ellis 
said in a release. 

In Calgary, the group linked the hard 
task of finding accommodations for 
their stay to the city’s “severe housing 
crisis,” which it then linked to the need 
for proper planning, questioning why 
oilsands development was so rushed. 

As they headed north, the number of 
cyclists grew to 20, riding open-aired in 
the environment they want to protect. 

Erfan, who had to occasionally 
interrupt her roadside Vue interview 
while trucks roared by, said the 
cyclists have gone through a strong 
internal journey, learning to cope with 
problems like boring days on the 
road, illness and weather “that has 
not been our friend.” 

She said the cyclists plans use the 
“raw material” learned on the trip to 
hammer out a final oilsands position 
in contrast to their Calgary statement 
that “our group is by no means unani- 
mous in its position on the future 
development of the tar sands. 

“We are willing to change our 
ideas, but not our ideals,” said that 
statement. 

“Our ideals are an energy path 
based on voluntary simplicity, energy 
efficiency and renewables; balanced 
by meaningful and rewarding employ- 
ment; and protecting today's workers 
by assuring a just transition’ to envi- 

ronmentally friendly jobs. v 


Thanks to every artist, musician, actor, 
playwright, filmmaker and legitimate writer 
who suffered a lazy hack on the make eking 
a buck on the margins of their efforts. 

Thanks to every editor who put up with 
my bullshit, and thanks to every editor 
who stopped putting up with my bull- 
shit—where the two are incongruent, it's 
only a matter of time. 


OKAY, WELL GET 


WHERE'S THAT COLLAPSIBLE 
TRON ROD oF THE DRAGOU 
FROM THE EASTERN SEA? 


eLTDous 


‘2 comics 
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Thanks to Dad for teaching me common 
sense (no matter how often | ignored it) and 
thanks to Mom for being proud and keeping 
my clippings even when | said “fuck”. 

Thanks to Edmonton, for releasing me 
from my promise. 

The crows are screaming about some- 
thing, it's getting late, and there's work to 
be done around the place: weed-whack- 


EXCEPT You KEEP 
SAYING THAT AND IT 


KEEPS NOT HAPPENING! 


ing, furniture-shoving, bed-building, 
scrubbing birdshit and mousepoo off of 
barn-stored boxes and bins. But the lady 
on the phone last night purred that “noth- 
ing [was] urgent,” so... 

..-back to backyard Bakunin, the bot- 
tom of this bottle, and my first southland 
holiday afternoon. 

Yours always, d. w 


NO, NO, WE'LL SEND IT. 
WAT WikS THE ADDRESS ? 


0 WICKED MERCHANT, 


DON'T Yoo KNOW) IT 
15 BETTER To BE 
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Getting the most out of the last days of summer 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 


he final weekends of summer 

are precious and frantic. Before 

ten months of long shadows 
and stars over the dinner table, we set 
out for Jasper in a last attempt to 
squeeze some fun out of the sun. It 
was 5:30 am on Saturday morning 
when I nudged my 16-year-old sister 
Janelle from her slumber. Within 11 
minutes of my alarm we were backing 
out of the garage, on par for the tight 
schedule before us. The plan was to 
cram as Many activities as possible 
into a two-day Jasper adventure— 
mountain biking, hiking, whitewater 
rafting, kayaking and cliff jumping. 

In Edson, we stopped to refuel at 
Tim Horton's along with every Ford 
F250 in the region carrying a Scamper. 
Mugs reloaded and bran muffins to go, 
1 pondered the shortening days. Like 
so many others when summer comes 
to a close, we were desperately grasp- 
ing for the wilting wisps of sunlight on 
the horizon, trying to ignore the morm- 
ing chill that smelled like snow. 

Janelle and I decided to stay at the 
Wapiti campground, forgoing more 
remote and serene campgrounds to 
keep on schedule and reduce driving. I 
reasoned our first adventure, mountain 
biking, would make us forget the pitiful 
trees and encroaching RVs around us. 

We chose the moderate Valley of the 
Five Lakes and Old Fort Point trails. A 
cool breeze, mild sun and dry trail 
made for an enjoyable ride. My sister is 
a beginner and more than once she 


shouted, “This trail is a pain in the. 


ass!" Without saddle calluses, I had to 
agree the roots and rocks would make 
for some uncomfortable bounces. But 
this was the last weekend of summer 


Portable power-ups help you break through the wall 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 
very endurance athlete faces 
the wall. Whether he swims 
laps, runs marathons or cycles 

across the city, an athlete's immediate 

resources will eventually be depleted 
and his body will need another source 
of energy. 

There are plenty of products on the 
market to help you push through the 
wall. Portable energy snacks are loaded 
with carbs and quick-energy glucose to 
deliver what an athlete needs to keep 
Pushing. And powering through that 
Wall is like no other feeling in the world. 
Sure, these products will help you keep 
Soing ... but how do they taste? 

We've come a long way since 
Gatorade. Today's supplements 
replace lost carbs and electrolytes 
without the rapid highs and lows the 
Staggering sugar content will deliver. | 


and | was savouring every bump, jar 
and slip those roots could throw. Four 
hours later, tired, dirty and thirsty, we 
scarfed down chocolate-covered 
Espresso beans and jumped in the car. 


NEXT ON OUR AGENDA was kayaking 


Maligne Lake. Not the best place to 
kayak, but convenient if you don’t own 
one. Having only ever arrived at the 
lake via bicycle, | had no concept of 


SPEED/ADVENTURE 


how many slow moving vehicles would 
be on the road. We were late for our 
reservation, but the man who ran the 
rental place handed us our lifejackets 
with no problems, stating, “Not many 
people are renting these this weekend. 
You can keep it as long as you want. 

“The water is only 3C,” he contin- 
ued with an enthusiastic smile. “If you 
fall out, swim as fast as you can to 
shore or hypothermia will set in and 
you won't be able to move your legs. 
And then you're screwed.” 

For a moment, I had second 
thoughts of kayaking this late in the 
season, especially considering my sis- 
ter and I had never been in a kayak 
together before. 

Usually my husband steers the 
boat. With Janelle, | quickly realized 
how important that job is. | had no 
clue how to navigate the kayak on the 
gusty lake. After an hour of struggling 
to stay close to the shore, a strong 
wind circumnavigated our efforts at 
keeping right and we found ourselves 
in the middle of the lake again and 
again. Giving up on our futile pad- 


JASPER 


= NUTRITION 


visited the Running Room on 109 
Street to ask Rae Procyshyn and Jessi- 
ca Britton about the most popular 
energy snacks. 

Most popular by far were the Jelly 
Belly Sport Beans ($1.69/28g). I could 
see why: they were almost indistin- 
guishable from the world-famous jelly 
beans! Jessica recommended the Fruit 
Punch over the other flavours, and the 
hint of soumess balanced out the oth- 
erwise sweet treat. Unfortunately, that 
sourness lingered on in the aftertaste, 
but a quick swig of water took care of 
the problem. 

I glanced at the Sport Beans label 
and found that the product was listed as 
a health supplement rather than a food 


dling and swearing sequences, we sat 
back, munched on trail mix and 
talked about boys. 

Back at the campsite, Janelle was on 


product: instead of a nutrition facts 
label, | found medicinal and non-medic- 
inal ingredients. After the B-complex 
and vitamin C, the mainstays of sports 
nutrition were present: glucose, salt and 
sodium. Sadly, sugar held first place. 

The opposite was true of Clif’s Shot 
Bloks ($2.29/60g). The label began 
with organic brown rice and ended 
with carnauba wax, with only citric 
acid, sea salt and pectin in between. 
Each serving promised 100 calories, a 
startling 210mg of sodium and 24g of 
carbs. The package of easily-carried 
“organic energy chews” held two 
servings of slightly tacky cubes that 
dissolved quickly in my mouth. 

My first few chews of the Margarita 
flavour weren't positive. The brown 
rice extracts hit my palate with a flat, 
earthy tone and I was motivated to 
swallow it down as quickly as possible. 


J 


fire duty as I prepared the beans and 
KD. We contemplated marshmallows 
but opted for an early night instead. | 
later woke to a rhythmic tap on the tent 


As | chewed, my sinuses were flooded 
with a sharp pang of citrus. In the 
aftertaste, the rice faded and the citrus 
lingered briefly. While [ wouldn't con 
sider the result “margarita,” the finish 
was far better than the beginning 


THE SAME COULD BE said for Gu Ener- 
gy Gel ($1.99/32g) and its Vanilla 
Bean flavour. The texture was frankly 
repulsive. (‘It’s like spooge!” my wife 
exclaimed.) The flat, chemical taste 
was just as unpleasant. However, 
once I swallowed, a surprisingly 
pleasant, full vanilla flavour suffused 
my mouth and lingered until | washed 
it down with water 

I'm glad I did. Rae told me that the 
gels were the fastest to be absorbed 
into the system, especially when 
taken with water. It offered the same 
100 calories with 25g of carbs, but at 


fly as a light drizzle turned to rain. | 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


only 55mg of sodium. The nutrition 
facts label claimed 100 per cent of my 
vitamin C and E daily requirements in 
one serving, and a quick scan of the 
ingredients revealed a fully synthetic 
product: glucose, fructose, an amino 
acid blend, an herbal blend and some 
sea Salt. The list was uninspiring, but 
highly functional, and reminded me of 
the food pills envisioned by early sci- 
ence fiction writers. 

My Running Room advisors recom- 
mended energy snacks be accompanied 
with water and 45 minutes of activity or 
more. The products are intended to 
replace carbs and electrolytes lost in 
exercise. The gels are least pleasant to 
savour but pack the biggest punch, the 
sugar-heavy Sport Beans taste terrific 
and the energy chews split the differ- 
ence. Try them out to find the ones that 
help you push through your wall. w 
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drifted back to dreantland;cold nose 
tween toque and sleeping 
bag. Summer was definitely ending. 


THE NEXT MORNING, within 22 minutes 
of our 7:30 alarm, we were ready for 
our whitewater rafting adventure. At 
Bear's Paw Bakery, we ordered an Ital- 
ian Stallion—a wonderful small loaf of 
bread stuffed with fresh tomatoes, 
roasted garlic and a labyrinth of 
cheese—and two Red Eyes. Warming 
up to the coffee’s bitter sting, Janelle 
and I squeaked around in stinky fleece 
jackets and mouldy wet suits in the 
Rocky Mountain River Guides (rmr- 
guides.com) change room. 

Jeff, our cheerful host, guided us 
through what turned out to be the 
tour company’s last rafting trip of the 
year. Cool weather and little rain 
reduced the class three Sunwapta 
River to no more than a class two, but 
Jeff made the best of it. Turning the 
raft to broadside all available waves, 
we were thoroughly soaked, exhila- 
rated and cold when we pulled into 
the landing above Sunwapta Falls. 

With little time to spare, we 
wolfed down the Stallion as we 
started hiking towards the Geraldine 
Fire Road. Our destination was Sec- 
ond Geraldine Lake, six km away. 
The two km ascent to lower Geral- 
dine Lake was muddy and well trav- 
elled, but beyond the first lake the 
trail got more interesting. We clam- 
bered and heaved up the banks 
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along the spectacular 90 m waterfall 


from Second Geraldine Lake. When 
‘we reached the top, no longer in 
danger of slipping into raging water, — 
Janelle fooked at me and said, “If I 
knew it was going to be this scary, I 
wouldn't have come.” I agreed— 
climbing over the slippery rocks in 
the rain was a wee bit unsafe. “But 
I'm glad I did,” she grinned. 

On cue, the rain increased and we 
began a careful, quiet descent. We 
had been in Jasper only 30 hours and 
managed to hike, bike and paddle all 
over the park. But there was one 
thing left to do: cliff dive. 


WE DIDN'T PLAN TO jump at Horse- 
shoe Lake, but there were a few guys 
mumbling and kicking rocks when 
we arrived. Janelle and I dangled our 
feet over a cliff and a lithe blonde 
flashed my sister a smile. “Are you 
jumping?” he asked casually. 

“We'll watch you if you do,” she 
replied. He could not ignore the chal- 
lenge. On the far side of the lake, he 
held up a tape measure that marks the 
jump: 81 feet. He leapt with a Tarzan 
yell after three attempts. Gasping from 
the cold, he pulled himself out of the 
water and walked over to us. 

“What's your name?” Janelle 
inquired. 

“Johnnie. Johnnie Black,” he 
winked. Of course it is, I thought. 

Hearts tripping over a summer 
romance that would never be, 
Janelle and I made our way back to 
the car. Our last weekend of sum- 
mer was over, far more than a 
minute too soon. 
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Going for big, big air 


COLIN CATHREA / colin@vueweekly.com 

t was a beautiful summer day as 
[= pulled into Knob Hill on the 

northeast end of Calgary. The 
steep grassy hill looked perfect for 
our first day of paragliding. This 
whole thing started when I was 
googling “whitewater kayak routes” 
and the University of Calgary's Out- 
door Education Center (calgaryout- 
doorcentre.ca) came up. As I was 
scanning the site, | came across 
paragliding and hang-gliding cours- 
es for the very reasonable price of 
$89. This looked almost too good to 
be true! 

I called in May and booked for the 
Aug 17 weekend, also my birthday ... 
good karma, | figured. My friend Mike 
and I headed out Thursday afternoon 


* for the ground school class to be held 


at the university that evening. A class 
of about 20 of us gathered and filled 
out about a dozen wavers indicating 
we fully understood what we were 
getting into and released the univer- 
sity and the instructors from Muller 
Windsports of Cochrane of any and 
all liabilities. 


OUR GROUND-SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR 


was lively and entertaining as he 
asked us why we wanted to fly and 
what we were expecting to get out 
of this beginner course. Answers 
varied from “I just wanna fly” to “I'm 
old and feeble and this seems easy.” 
As we discussed the physics of 
flight hanging from 23 square meters 
of nylon, we soon realized that some 
significant effort was going to be 
required to get airborne if the wind 
wasn’t blowing. An airspeed of 
about 24 kilometers per hour is 
needed to achieve lift. I started to 
wonder if | could run that fast. What 
would happen if I ran over the edge 
of the hill and I didn’t have enough 
speed? Would I slide over the rocks 
and grass, becoming a bruised and 
bloody mess? | asked our instructer: 
he calmly told us that we will not fly 
unless the conditions are right, with 
a gentle breeze blowing up the hill. 
“We've been teaching hundreds of 
students here for years," he said. 


=| PARAGLIDING 


“We haven't lost anyone yet.” How- 
ever, what happens after the stu- 
dents leave the nest can be another 
matter. The original owner of Muller 
Windsports died hang-gliding many 
years ago. His son, a former World 
Champion hang-glider, was killed in 
the US just a few years back. How- 
ever, these guys were pushing the 
edge hard, and hang-gliders can 
achieve speeds in excess of a hun- 
dred kilometers per hour if desired. 

Our group was not going to be 
able to achieve these speeds even if 
we wanted to. Paragliders are a 
kinder, gentler form of flying. 1 was 
told you could basically pass out in 
one and survive, though it’s not 
something I plan to test. The ground 
school finished with explanations of 
the strength of the gliders, the tech- 
niques needed to launch and land 
and the general rules you follow on 
your pre-flight checklist. Making 
sure you are properly strapped in is 
always a good idea. 


BACK AT KNOB HILL we grabbed our 
helmets and chutes out of the van 
and headed out to the hill. First we 
strapped on the parachutes and 
practiced on flat ground. The gliders 
inflated quickly overhead, and we 
sprinted across the ground keeping 
them above us by running under the 
low side of the wing and pulling on 
the steering lines in each hand. I 
was surprised that the dozens of 
suspension lines don’t get all tangled 
up more often. 

Soon, we were heading up the 
hill—halfway up to start, then even- 
tually all the way to the top, where 
we would get some decent airtime. 
rll admit right here that I didn’t do 
so well to start. I wasn’t listening to 
the instructor when I was coming 
down. | was yanking on the flare 
lines and bringing back old para- 
chuting habits, and it was obvious to 
the instructor. He asked how many 
jumps I had under my belt. “About 
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20, I guess,” I replied. “Throw all that 
information and technique out right 
now. This is very different from 
parachuting,” he said as I began 
another climb up the hill. 

Soon there were about 15 gliders 
at the top, which amounted to a 
paraglider traffic jam. We were all too 
happy to wait patiently, though, as 
the repeated climbing was beginning 
to take its toll. We laughed and 
cheered as some of the more reluc- 
tant students took flight for the first 
time. Three girls from Calgary were 
the most skeptical of the group by far. 
One of them had obviously talked the 
others into doing this. They had 
asked lots of questions at the ground 
school pertaining to crashing and 
injuries. While apprehensive to begin 
with, they soon realized what we all 
did—this is a sport almost anyone 
can do, and it’s great for young and 
old alike. When they eventually took 
to the air, they were as happy and 
giddy as anyone I've seen. 


1 QUICKLY SAW how the sport could 
be addictive. It was so quiet and 
peaceful up there it’s hard to explain 
If you suffer from vertigo, the sensa- 
tion is very different from standing 
on the edge of a cliff. It can be more 
closely likened to being in an air- 
plane than on a precipice. The only 
downside is that it’s a very weather- 
dependent sport—you could travel to 
Calgary and not get to fly. 

From the beginner course in Cal- 
gary, the next step on the road to 
soaring high in the sky is to head to 
Cochrane for the intermediate course. 
From there it’s on to Golden to ride 
the gondola at Kicking Horse Moun- 
tain Resort for the real deal. Golden is 
supposed to be one of the best 
paragliding and hang-gliding sites in 
the world. The instructor told us he 
had flown from Golden to Invermere 
the previous week—over 100 km!—in 
about four hours. He went on to tell 
us that one of his buddies had contin- 
ued on to Montana for a 400 - 500 
km trip that took nine hours. Of 
course, how you deal with US Cus- 
toms is another story altogether. w 
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Enjoy premium organic tea with many 
positive health benefits. Get infused! 


NOW OPEN! 10011-102 Ave. 


Kitty corner to Sir Winston Churchill Square, 
south of City Centre Mall. 


What does it feel like to be the 
other Thai Valley Grill? 
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ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 

few years back, I had a tryst 
A: a New York City phone 

company executive that visited 
Edmonton on a bi-monthly basis. 
We'd meet for dinner at Thai Valley 
Grill, and then head out to capture 
some of the city’s nightlife before 
going back to his hotel room for some 
“alone time.” 


Its not whether 
you win or lose, 
it's how you order 


your steak. 


FOOD & SPORTS 


A legendary combination. 


GREAT FOOD, GREAT FUN! 


NOW OPEN at the 
Fort Saskatchewan 


Lakeview Inn & Suites 
10115-88th Ave | P: 998-7888 


MON-SAT UNTIL 10 PM 


== | THAI VALLEY GRILL 
it anal 


Back then, the restaurant was 
housed in a run-down Cloverdale build- 
ing, but condos have long since dis- 
placed the few businesses that once 


lined that scenic stretch of 98th Avenue. 
The owners moved the beloved 
restaurant to Whitemud Crossing, and 
it was there that I met up with a cou- 
ple of out-of-town friends on Saturday 
night to reunite my taste buds with 
their mouth-watering Thai cuisine. 
There are over 40 Thai restaurants in 
Edmonton, serving everything from 
vaguely Thai to authentic victuals. The 
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menu at Thai Valley Grill doesn’t mess 
with other cuisines in an attempt to pla- 
cate patrons who can't handle the heat, 

serving up authentic fare with 
no apologies to those who aren't wor- 
thy, but it does make one concession: 
each dish’s spiciness can be adjusted to 
the diner’s degree of tolerance. 

With a dozen wooden tables 
crammed into the space once occu- 
pied by “Edmonton’s most romantic 
restaurant” (think small), a Saturday 
night reservation is a must. The three 
of us were seated around a table that 
barely had room for our wine glasses 
and plates, let alone the deluge of food 
that was about to strike. 

We ordered a bottle of Casillero del 
Diablo Carménére ($25.95), a rich 
blended Chilean red that serves as 
their house wine. We set upon the 
menu with eager eyes, reading the 
descriptions with mounting excite- 
ment. I love a menu that doesn’t shy 
away from describing the dishes in 
detail and allows my culinary anticipa- 
tion to run rampant. 


| CHOSE A BOWL OF Tom Kha Kai to 


start ($5.95), a spicy coconut and 
chicken soup flavoured with lemon- 
grass. My friends chose the prawn- 
laden Tom Yam Goong ($4.95) and the 
Fisherman's Soup ($6.95). 

All three bowls came heaped to the 
rim with delicious fresh ingredients, 
herbs and garnishes. My creamy 
coconut soup was chock full of hearty 
pieces of chicken, mushroom and 
galanga for seasoning, and it was 
spicy without being overpowering, 
lending a perfect blend of flavours. 

Both of my friends’ bowls were gen- 
erously laden with their namesake 
seafood: large tender prawns almost 
overwhelmed the Tom Yam Goong 
and bits of fish, squid and scallops 
swam in the zesty seafood broth of the 
Fisherman's Soup. 

We were barely a quarter of the way 
through our starters when the first of 
our main course dishes arrived. We 
were forced to make room on our tiny 
table for three platters and rice in 
addition to our soup bowls. | reluc- 
tantly decided to surrender my soup to 
the necessity for space, and | followed 


its return to the kitchen with tear- 
rimmed eyes. 

My grief was short-lived as we 
scooped from the three generous plat- 
ters of spicy delights before us. We had 
started our foray into Thai cuisine with 
a bowl of coconut rice ($2.50 per per- 
son) and an order of Gaeng Ped Moo, 
a red curry pork served with bamboo 
shoots, red and green peppers and 
flavoured with basil ($15.95). It was 
prepared medium-hot. 

We'd also chosen the medium-hot 
Galanga Cashew Chicken, flavoured 
with the ginger-like spice and com- 
bined with pineapple, onions, red and 
green peppers and topped with 
cashew nuts ($15.95). Finally, we 
ordered a platter of mild Runm Mit 
Goong: tiger prawns with mixed veg- 
etables and oyster chili sauce ($16.95). 


WHEN | WAS A KID, salting the boiling 
vegetable water was thought to be 
adequate spicing. In Thai cuisine, the 
food is both deftly spiced and served 
without apology for its robust aromas 
and pungent flavours. 

| favoured the pork laced with rich 
red curry sauce and peanut under- 
tones, but both my friends adored the 
milder prawns amid an array of broc- 
coli, baby corn, sliced carrot, red and 
green pepper and onion. The galan- 
gal-seasoned chicken dish was gener- 
ously burdened with cashews. 

None of us saved room for creamy 
iced coffee or the array of tempting 
desserts. As a bowl of fried bananas 
and ice cream went by on its way to 
another table, I regretted my lack of 
planning. On the other hand, what 
would I have given up in order to 
reserve space for ice cream? I'd just 
have to come back another time and 
pace myself. 

Though I hadn’t been to Thai Valley 
Grill since the days of my secret 
romance, it was well worth renewing 
my affair with the restaurant's out- 
standing and authentic fare. The new 
location is a little further from home, 
and a little more upscale than I remem- 
bered, and the higher prices reflected 
the better ambiance. Still, these were 
small sacrifices to make for some of the 
city’s most incredible Thai cuisine. v 
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MEET YOU AT 4TH AND VINE 

There is something for everyone at 
4th and Vine. A Tue, Sep 11 wine tast- 
ing will feature the “Magical Wines 
of Spain and Argentina,” while the 
Sun, Sep 9 Movie Night features a 
challenging documentary double fea- 
ture: On Native Soil at 6 pm followed 
by /raq in Fragments at 8 pm. Finally, 
if you neither drink nor eat nor watch 
movies, wandering chefs can find 
gainful employment. Visit 4thand- 
vine.ca for all the appetizing details. 


AVERY SPECIAL MILESTONE 

One of the oldest and most dedicated 
bakeries in Edmonton, Bon Ton 
Bakery, is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary. Bon Ton owners Hilton 
and Michelle Dinner commemorated 
this special milestone with a $10 000 
donation and a month-long fundrais- 
ing campaign in support of Terra, the 
centre for pregnant and parenting 
teens. Throughout the month of 
September, you are invited to cele- 
brate your own milestone with a 
donation to the Terra Centre. Swing 
by Bon Ton at 8720 - 149 Street to cel- 
ebrate, contribute or just pick up 
some of the best baked goods in the 
city. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on cull- 
nary happenings around town. Got an 
event, an announcement or some 
substantiated gossip? —_— Email 
dish@vueweekly.com or fax 
426.2889. 
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ERIN MIKALUK / erin@vueweekly.com 

t was a quarter to noon when | real- 
[= I'd forgotten my lunch on the 

counter at home. Luckily my col- 
league, who seems to know all of the 
secrets to successfully dining out 
downtown, was more than willing to 
join me on my mission to satisfy the 
mid-day grumblings of my hungry belly. 

We had been talking about good 
places to dine out a few days ago. He 
mentioned a little place with fantastic 
food and a great atmosphere located, 
of all places, in the unassuming back 
alley of the 106th Street HSBC build- 
ing. A brisk one-and-a-half-block 
walk later, we turned down the alley- 
way and pulled open the door to our 
destination: the appropriately-named 
Backstreet Bistro. 

I noticed something different the 
minute I stepped into the short line to 
the till. There was no parade of staff 
behind the counter nor was there a 
large kitchen and prep line making up 
the orders. Instead, there were two 
people running the entire show. 

Tim and Brenda Kwok, the owners 
of Backstreet Bistro for the last three 
years, are a husband and wife team 
who do the cooking, serving and 
everything else associated with run- 
ning a successful restaurant. 

Tim, who clearly understands the 
power of excellent customer service, 
greeted me with an ear-to-ear grin 
and a cheery, “What's up, my friend?” 
He worked the till masterfully and, 
despite what must have been his 
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all 


Wed, Oct 3rd 
6:00pm 


busiest time of day, answered each 
question J had about the selections on 
the menu. I had heard him call many 
customers by name. His friendly 
nature and love of his work quickly 
put me at ease. 

I learnt from Tim that Brenda used 
to be a pastry chef at the acclaimed 
La Ronde restaurant. She now puts 
her talents to work preparing every 
succulent Backstreet morsel. 

She makes everything from scratch 
and is up each morning at the crack 
of dawn to bake fresh muffins and 
crunchy banana bread. Her to-die-for 
oatmeal turnovers ($1.60) resemble a 
large cookie with a thin layer of rasp- 
berry filling and a drizzle of what 
tastes like caramel. She only makes 
seven or eight each day and they are 
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gone by 8:30 am, swiped up by those 
in the know. As I studied the menu, I 
was excited to find out just how good 
the rest of the food would be. 


1 AM AN AVID LOVER of all foods viet- 
namese, Chinese and Canadian. The 
Backstreet Bistro had it all. 

I was torn. Should I go for the 
crunchy spring rolls, the homemade 
soup or the tried and true BLT with a 
heaping side of crinkle fries? With no 
selection over eight bucks and every 
item grilled up fresh while you wait, I 
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had the feeling that no matter what I 
chose, | wouldn't be disappointed. 

Tim recommended Combo D, the 
House Special Vermicelli ($7.97). Ver- 
micelli is a favourite of mine and | 
was diggin’ the sound of accompany- 
ing spring rolls, sweet and sour pork 
balls and charbroiled beef. My col- 
league chose the homemade Spicy 
Chicken Satay Noodle Soup ($6.84). A 
Backstreet veteran, he also recom- 
mended we split an order of Fresh 
Salad Rolls (4 for $5.43) and I was 
happy to oblige. 

We took our salad rolls with us and 
wandered over to one of four 
unclaimed tables scattered throughout 
the room. We had arrived at the peak 
of an usually busy lunch rush and 
were grateful to get a seat. There was 
nothing striking about the one-room, 
white-walled, simply decorated space, 
but it felt cheery and comfortable. 

We wasted no time digging into 
what could only be described as the 
best salad rolls I'd ever tasted in my 
life. Obviously, many customers 
agree: the 20 or so packages of rolls 
made fresh each day disappeared 
quickly. (They're always gone by half 
past noon—at the latest.) 

The rice wrap, snugly embracing a 
scrumptious mix of vermicelli noo- 
dles, rice, lettuce, crushed peanuts 
and shrimp, was soft and dissolved in 
my mouth. The accompanying peanut 
sauce was tangy and sweet, and sent 
a vibrant combination of smoky fla- 
vors dancing across my tongue. It 
provided just the right amount of bite 
to the rolls and I couldn’t get enough. 
Avoiding the double-dipping faux pas, 
I simply smothered the entire roll in 
the sauce on my first dunk. 

After those first few bites of bliss, and 
despite my stomach’s early signs of 
content, I couldn’t wait to dig into our 
main meals, Despite the crowd, our 
meals didn’t take more than 10 minutes 
to prepare. An avid beef lover, I'd cus- 
tomized my dish to be sans pork balls, 
boosted with extra charbroiled beef and 
at a safe level of “medium” spice. 
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ON MY PLATE, a healthy portion of 
vermicelli noodles rested beneath a 
colourful layer of carrots, green 
onions and appealing strips of char- 
broiled beef. The beef was dusted 
with crushed peanuts and, much to 
my delight, drizzled with what 
appeared to be the same sweet 
peanut sauce as was used with the 
salad rolls. Flanking the dish on either 
side were two lightly-toasted veg- 
etable spring rolls, which provided the 
perfect crunchy contrast to the soft 
vermicelli noodles. 

My colleague's soup was just as 
good, and its heat packed enough 
punch to clear a sinus cold within a 


few spoonfuls. It came in a large 
white bowl and contained plenty of 
chunks of chicken, noodles and 
bean sprouts. The soup was obvi- 
ously made from scratch and stood 
apart from many he'd tried before. 
After swiping bites of each other's 
dishes, beyond full and totally satis- 
fied for less than $20, we were 
ready to head back to the office and 
face the rest of the day. 

Hundreds of people rush by it every 
day, yet only a small handful of 
Edmontonians know about the 
scrumptious eats that hide in the back 
alley of the HSBC building. I’m lucky 
to have joined their elite ranks. v 
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2001 BANDOL ROUGE 
DOMAINE LA SUFFRENE, FRANCE 


In my opinion, of all the countries mak- 
ing wine, France is the most eclectic. 
This is unsurprising, since they have 
been making wine for longer than most 
countries, but the French mix source 
grapes and blends to produce varietals 
without equal. 

This could be a compliment or an insult. 
Sometimes their blends can add texture or 
strength to the wine. Other times, the 
meddling is both unnecessary and ulti- 
mately worthless. 

| picked up a couple bottles of 
Suffrene several months ago, as they 
hailed from a region of France | quite 
like. The Cote d'Azur is in the south- 
east of France, near the French 
Rivieral the town where this wine is 


WWW. ITALIANGENTRE.CA 


made, Brulat, is just south of the 
Rhone valley where many amazing 
Syrahs are produced. 

The wine was a blend | thought worthy 
of a try: Mourvedre, Grenache, Cinsault 
and Carignan. The high amounts of 
Mourvedre, | thought, would make this a 
worthy experiment. 

Upon opening this deep strawberry red 
wine, | found its nose to be crisp and 
clean with a presence of spice or pepper. 
Its alcohol content was quite high at 15 
per cent, but | did not find it terribly 
noticeable. 

The flavours evolved well through 
the taste but focused more on the front 
of the palate than on the back. It 
became rather tart with a little time. 
The website speaks of hints of fruit 
spirits and currants, but these never 
became evident to me. 

This was a nice wine with a consistent 
flavour, but | feet | could have used less 
Grenache and a hint of Syrah for some 
spice. That would have made a very nice 
wine. v 
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WHERE MOOD MEETS MARTINI. 


Whatever you’re in the mood for. 


¢ St. Albert Trail 
West Edmonton Mall ¢ Kingsway ¢ 170th Street 


moxies.com 


Calgary Trail « 


160 person capacity 


11361- Jasper Ave. 
for reservations call call 468-000 


MOXIE'S 
CLASSIC 


Sept 5 


Jarred Sowan 
Sept 7 
Spot Jibaroo 


Sept 12 


Dollar Pool Fools 


SPT 6 -SePT 12,2007 worsweexy 19 


_————————————— 


JARTS 


MORNING LIGHT / 22 
PRAIRE ARTSTERS / 22 


Muralist Ian Mulder works for public spaces that reflect public views 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista @vueweekly.com 
f he hand of the individual 
disappeared from the public 
landscape,” states Ian Mul- 
der. “Look at billboards—there’s no 
agreement between people. It’s up to 
the advertiser, not like in television or 
radio where there's a relationship and 
agreement. Billboards posit them- 
selves in public space. It can be 
asserted they're on private property, 
but it is ‘public’ view. Same thing with 
retaining walls: what good are they, 
grey and ugly? Or public utility boxes? 
If anything else, graffiti raises these 
questions: who controls the space? 
Who makes the landscapes?” 

A philosopher by schooling, a 
painter through disciplined self-train- 
ing and an activist animated by ideal- 
ism and relentless curiosity, it seems 
almost inevitable that Mulder would 
be drawn to the Utopian practice of 
constructing murals. 

‘A long time ago, | decided I want- 
ed my life to be self-controlled and 
self-ordained,” Mulder recalls. “I 
wanted a degree of control over my 
time, since it’s finite. I'd always paint- 


f= | THU. stPac0 PM) 
CABOTO PARK MURAL 


OPENING PARTY 
MURAL BY IAK MULDER 
CAROTO PARK FRE 


SAFSUN,SEPO-9 8 SEP 15-16(11AM- 4PM) 
STATE OF THE ART 2007: 
AN OUTDOOR ART & 
GRAFFITI WORKSHOP 


SERIES/COMPETITION 
PRODUCED BY IAN MULDER, CLAYTON LOWE 
IHUMAN BUILOING, FEE OPEN TO ARTISTS AT 
ALLLEVES: REGISTER @ 4218811) 


PUBLIC A 


ed, and I could see this in the form I 
wanted my life to take.” 

He credits his first commissions as 
products of chutzpah and persistence. 
His debut was an entire visual pack- 
age for a dodgy bar (logo, signage, 
portraits of gangsters ... "), and Mul- 
der’s next project found him badger- 
ing the titular owner of Chez Pierre 
until he agreed to see a mock-up. 

“| knew it was a great wall,” Mulder 
says of the two-story brick building side 


NEW WORKS BY... 


JOHN H. BURROW 


on 105th Street just south of Jasper 
Avenue. His portrait of Pierre fills it, 
looking out at downtown Edmonton, 
jovially toasting the suits and beggars. 

Several murals later (his latest 
awaits its official launch in Caboto 
Park), Mulder still understands the 
lure of a great public canvas. 

“| don't do graffiti, but State of the 
Art is an opportunity to bring differ- 
ent groups of artists together—street 
artists and mainstream artists,” he 
says. “All artists are welcome to par- 
ticipate, at any age or level.” 


MULDER AND FELLOW producer/artist 


Clay Lowe envision State of the Art 
2007 as equal parts local genre sur- 
vey, conference, competition, work- 
shop, fundraiser and party. The 
project begins with informal work- 
shops inviting artists to explore and 
share techniques and ideas and 
includes a contest awarding five 
teams $500 mural commissions based 
on planning sketches. 
Edmontonians can watch the 
murals’ completion at the new home 
of iHuman Youth Society, where 


September Artwalk Sept 6-30 features 
watercolours by Gregg Johnson 
and glassworks by Jeff Holmwood. 


\ \ 
26 St. Anne Street | St. Albert,AB ‘oy 
Phone: 459-3679 | www.artbeat.ab.ca 


they'll remain until auctioned off to 
benefit the non-profit. Everything 
about State, including materials, is 
free, covered by a Culture Capital 
grant and sponsorship. 

State is also a grassroots conversa- 
tion-opener about public expression 
in Edmonton, as well as an argument 
for revisiting the status of street arts 
like tagging, stenciling, wheatpasting 
and even mural-making. 

“The vast majority of this is not gang- 
related. People may not like graffiti, but 
these artists are community members 
too,” Mulder points out. “We can’t push 
people to the margins. We need more 
free walls and spaces where it’s okay 
for people to express themselves.” 

Mulder adds that for Edmonton to 
claim any degree of cosmopolitanism, 
it must embrace a legitimate form cel- 


AUTUMN ART 


CLASSES 


ebrated by the international art scene. 

“Graffiti and stencil work is pretty 
well established in contemporary 
design and art. There are images in 
magazines, they influence fashion— 
it’s not new,” he argues. “But State of 
the Art is the first foray into looking at 
what role graffiti plays in our city.” 

The rise of non-commercial, non- 
committee-approved public art may be 
attributable to a collective dissatisfac- 
tion with the impersonal gloss of our 
increasingly privatized public sphere. 

“As the structures in the world 
become more abstracted, there’s a 
stronger desire to see the person in 
the work,” Mulder muses. “Ultimately, 
I'm interested in making the city look 
better. Graffiti and outdoor art, done 
respectfully to the city and environ- 
ment, adds to this.” vw 
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FOR KIDS, YOUTH AND ADULTS 


AT THE 


ART GALLERY 
OF ALBERTA 


ENTERPRISE SQUARE — 
100, 10230 JASPER AVE 


EXPERIENCE A NEW SEASON OF DRAWING, PAINTING, 
SILK SCREEN, MIXED MEDIA, CARTOONING AND MORE. 


CHECK OUT OUR FALL BROCHURE AT: 
WWW.ARTGALLERYALBERTA.COM 
PICK ONE UP AT THE AGA OR CALL 

422-6223 FOR FULL INFORMATION 


GALLERY OF ALBERTA 
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“ TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


= 4 EDMONTON 
rf . Abbottsfieid Mall 


foranewmodel? =. 


Londonderry Mall 
Millwoods Town Centre 
Northgate Mail 
Southgate Centre 
West Edmonton Mall 


Downtown 
Connect 

TELUS Plaza North 
10025 Jasper Ave, 
Edmonton Wireless 
11315 104th Ave. 
Save On Telecom 
10603 107th Ave. 


WEST END 
Communications Group 
10620 178th St 
Edmonton Cellular 
14903 118th Ave. 
Johnson Wireless 
100 - 10429 178th St 
Save On Telecom 
11150 149th St 
17543 100th Ave. 
TAC\Mobility 
9935,170th St 
Wireless Technology 
17508 Stony Plain Rd. 


NORTH 


Altin Moblity 
9624 165th Ave. 
13034 50th St 
Custom Cellular 
12714 137th Ave 


Mobility Central 
5 ~ 14220 Yellowhead Trail 


SOUTH 
Alberta Mike 
3424 99th St 


Communications Group 
5926 99th St. 


Custom Cellular 
1916 93th St 


Edmonton Cellular 
10809 34th Ave. 


TAG Mobility at 
4515 Gateway Bivd. 


Wireless City 

5912 104th St 
Drayton Valley 
Ounn Right Comm 
3715 50th St. 

Fort Saskatchewan 


Associated Telecom 
9914 10rd St 


Sign up for TELUS High Speed Enhanced Internet on a Seon 
G year service agreement and get: ..- . Canyons 200 


He 4 Completa Communications 
§205 Soth Ave. 


im FREE Lenovo™ 000 desktop: St. Albert 


Edmonton Celiutar 
30 - 200 St, Albert Ra. 


= FREE wireless gateway’ (6149.95 retail value) APE, 


20A Muir Dr. 


m TELUS eProtect ; Save On Telecom 


St. Albert Centre Mali 


aot 


Sherwood Park 
Bernie's Cellutar 
973 Ordize Rd. 
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. . TeiCel Comm 
a ; 162 - 26 Strathmoor Or. 


~_ egy ec a the future is friendly” Spruce Grove 
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3 or . 30 = 96 Campsite Ra. 
Ss z 116 Westland Market Mail 


| Call 310-4NET or visit telus.com/freecomputer or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 
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CHECK OUT 
THE PHOTOS 
UNCENSORED 


NEXT WEEK! 


SEE MORE OF OUR PHOTOSHOOT 
PLUS RESULTS FROM OUR 


he 
AY’ 


FREAKY SURVEY! 


What can be seen by Craig Talbot 
& Tim Rechner’s Morning Light? 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 

t's an orgy of markmaking. Much of the mini- 
]e2 lit, small room is plastered with doodles 

and geometric compressions—paper-bound 
or loose, generously-scaled or miniature—and 
its contents threaten to breach the adjacent 
space. Loops and scrawls have slipped the walls 
to hover in midair, tile the floor, and encroach on 
the hallway, nearly following patrons into the 
washrooms. 

Marks also come alive in a flickering frame 
projected over a grid of wee tacked-up panels 
that hold densely coloured blocks, circles and 
spikes. Diffuse stutters of light and dark roll 
across them the way a sky unfurls across the 
prairies on a windy day. Densely layered, 
abstracted shapes and forms dominate the 
room, peppered with scraps of phrases: opaque 
(‘she's too tired to sing to me”), declafative 
(‘people are afraid of art’), random (“because 
you're tired”) and heartbreaking (“I feel like I 
should just give up’). There's a cathedral silence, 
save for thé sound of the projector. 

This is Morning Light, momentarily restive. 
The sleep before a new cycle of growth. 

“I went through the entire theme of the show 
while we were making it,” sighs Craig Talbot, 
half of the busy hands behind Morning Light. 
"There were challenges and drama; I was 


exhausted and depressed. As the show pro-’ 


gressed, | got better through the process.” 


TALBOT MET FRIEND AND frequent collaborator 
Tim Rechner at Red Deer College over a decade 
ago. Both are process-heavy draw-ers, reliant on 
a loose spontaneity to provide emotional release 
and lead them: to new ideas. 


THROUGH SEP 
CLOSING PARTY FI SEP7 (7 10PM) 

MORNING LIGHT 

BY CRAIG TALBOT & TIM RECHNER 

CLOSING PERFORMANCE BY CHAS ZAVISOFF AND AARON 


MUNSON 
LATITUDE 53 (10248 - 106 ST) 


PREVUE 


“Tim and | have gone through many things 
Both of us have periods of work that are very 
raw, emotionally charged and darker. Morning 
Light is about the first light of recovering from 
those things and moving on. It’s really abou 
optimism.” 

The artists started with an empty room anc 
commitment to add to it every day the gallen 
Was open, creating on-site and bringing in ele- 
ments developed outside the gallery. Ove 
weeks, the project evolved into an installatior 
that approaches a full sensory experience. 

“We're trying to create an environment that 
brings together studio, daycare—I'm a single 
parent; sometimes Tim’s my only childcare— 
exhibition space and a place where we come to 
get well. It becomes a sanctuary,” Talbot 
explains. “As soon as we get here, no matte! 
how we're feeling, the installation takes over 
and we feel better.” 

Still, Morning Light doesn’t break until all its 
elements are in place. Film artist aAron Munson 
and audio performer CHRIS Zaytsoff will debut 
related pieces at the closing party. 

“These are final touches, things that'll make it 
as perfect as it'll be,” explains Talbot. “We were 
hoping for the installation to take on life of its 
own, and I think it has.” vw 


University’s MFA students enjoy their 
studio space while they can get it 


E | PRAIRIE ARTSTERS 


AMY FUNG 
praifieartsters.com 


On the weekend before classes resumed across the 
city, | was taken on a tour of MFA studios by Gillian 
Willans, an MFA painter in her last year. Although 
internal MFA tours are scheduled a few times a year, 
this was a rare public foray into the graduate facili- 


ties for painting, drawing and intermedia, sculpture 
and printmaking, which are evidently their own dis- 
tinct and loosely connected worlds. 

Each studio had its similarities: a well-used 
microwave and canisters of Coffee-Mate, a communal 
bulletin board, somebody's boom box; most noticeably, 
each space carried the heavy atmosphere of process- 
ing-in-the-waiting. Half-construed thoughts, attempts 
and experimentations, moments of revelation and 
pieces in contemplation unfolded across the various 
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ctive lairs. 
le CAMPUS as a city, the artist 
similarly scattered and hidden. 
g studios, for instance, fall 


r the record, each discipline 
its own distinct scent from the 
it mixtures of chemicals respectively 
Led takes up a good corner of 
“AB, filling an area the size of your average 
warehouse. A walk-in kiln the size of most 
industrial freezers sits in one room, while 


most of the heavy metal tools rest, for the 
time being, on the concrete floors. 


behind one of the many anonymous doors 
along FAB's music chamber, widening into 
a well-lit and clean hall slightly resem- 
bling a magnificent hull of a ship. Cubicles 
and beautifully sterile presses sit in sever- 
al rooms on two floors, and only student 

* Andrea Pinheiro, who exhibits her thesis 
in two months, was found working away 
on photogravures. The MFA drawing stu- 
dios sit in the centre of campus above the 
Powerplant, partially squeezed since the 
closure of the South lab building. 

MFA student Elaine Wannechko has 
new digital prints on the excess, or excre- 
ments, of the body lined up in her studio, 
which she uses as more a contemplative 
space than a creation space. 

"Space is the biggest issue right now,” 
says Willans, who notes that, while there 
are four new buildings currently being 
erected for nanotechnology, the MFA 
painters are just finally getting a used 
communal computer for their studio—not 
words of bitterness, but a straight expres- 
sion reflecting the reality of things. 
Studios spaces across the city as well as 
on campus are facing a crunch, and the 
value of studio spaces continues to sky- 
rocket out of reach. In comparison, the 

‘Quality of space on campus remainss lux- 
urious to the holes in the outside world, 
and the MFA grads are aware of it. 

"We are very lucky,” says Brenda 
Christiansen, who along with Scott 
Cumberland and Gillans were onsite below 
HUB. “| don’t even want to think about what 
I'm going to do after | graduate,” 
Christiansen says with the others nodding 
in agreement in the space they have come 
to call home for the past three years. 

Aside from the issue of physical space, 
it is also the community mentality that 
brews in these spaces. Informal drop-bys 
and critiques by staff, techs and other stu- 
dents are a major facet of the time spent 
growing in university. The concentration 
of ideas, the constant dialogue and the 
network of support are what constitute as 
the experience of an MFA, which in itself 
is a terminal degree and often the end of 
the line as far as official education goes 


femains so important, as basement and 
garage studios can be sufficient, but it is 
about the creation of a network of support 
for individuals working in a common strug- 
gle to create. To incoming students and 
Outgoing graduates, just note that your 
world is about to change. 


ART ON THE ROAM 


The highly anticipated Kurt Schwitter 
exhibition opens at the AGA in conjunc- 
tion with Pop Art, starting Sat, Sep 8. 
Schwitter runs in conjunction with 
Collage-A-Thon, a major mish-mash of an 
art party, on Fri, Sep 14 at Latitude 53 


The pristine lab of printmaking is 


for most artists. This is why studio space” 


Gallery from 8 pm on. 


State of the Art 2007: an Outdoor Art & 
Graffiti Workshop and Competition will be 
held outside the new iHuman building on 
Sep 8, 9, 15 and 16 from 11 am to 4 pm. 
Registration open to all artists. Call 
421.8811 or visit ihuman.org for informa- 
tion on competition and workshops. 


The Portal Gallery (9414 - 91 St) presents 
All Things Beautiful, featuring the work of 
Cheri Denis, mother of local artist Gisele 


Denis. Opening Reception Sat, Sep 15 
from 6 to 10 pm. Show runs through until 
Wed, Oct 31. 


Searching for Balance, by international 
artist Leszek Wyczolkowski, runs at 
SNAP from Thu, Sep 6 to Sat, Oct 13. 
Opening Reception on Fri, Sep 14, 7 pm 
to 9 pm with artist and curator Jacek 
Malek in attendance. w 


Vues Amy Fung is also the author of 
prarieartsters.com. 


Join HIV 


for the 16" annual 


AIDS Walk for Life 


...the walk will do us good! 


Sunday September 23" 2007 


Edmonton, AB. City Hall 1 Churchill Square 


Be part of the legacy. Be part of the remedy. 
Start collecting pledges today! 


Register online at www.hivedmonton.com/walk.htm 
Contact volteo@hivedmonton.com for more information. 


Walk. Donate. Volunteer. Sponsor. 


| ye). 
Wife vue cw © 
Radio eassociotion + college 
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alibi 


HIG Soft Inc. * Cookles by George * Starbucks » MediCentres + Laurie Hawn MP + Venture Publishing 
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mers 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING SEPT 6. 2007 


2. M.lA-Kala (x) 


3. The Traveling Wilburys — Collection (rhino) 
4. Various - The Gift A Tribute To lan Tyson (stony plain) 
5. New Pomographers — Challengers (last gang) 


6. St Vincent - Mary Me (beggars) 


7. Shuyler Jansen - Today's Remains (black hen) 
8. Brett Dennen—So Much More (dualtone) 


9. Tegan & Sara—The Con (maple) 
10. Spoon - GaGaGaGaGa (merge) 
11.Wilco — Sky Blue Sky (nonesuch) 


12.Interpol - Our Love To Admire (capitol) 


13. Yeah Yeah Yeahs -Is Is (dress up) 
14. Feist - The Reminder (arts & crafts) 
15.Caribou — Andorra (merge) 


16.Joan Armatrading - Into The Blues (429) 

17. As! Lay Dying - An Ocean Between Us (metal blade) 
18. Municipal Waste - The Art Of Parting (earache) 

19. Josh Ritter - The Historical Conquests Of (sony/omg) 
20.Rocky Votolato - The Brag And Cuss (barsuk) 


21.The National — Boxer (4ad) 


22. Emily Haines & The Soft Skeletons - What Is Free To A Good Home (last gang) 
23. Peter Case -— Let Us Now Praise Sleepy John (yep roc) 


24. Pride Tiger - The Lucky Ones (emi) 
25. Nile - Ithyphallic (nuclear blast) 


26. Blitzen Trapper Wild Mountain Nation (lidkercow) 
27. Common — Finding Forever (Geffen) 

28. Mark Olson ~ The Salvation Blues (universal) 

29. Mavis Staples - We'll Never Tum Back (anti) 


30. Short Sharp Shock — S/T (earache) 


HEAVY TRASH 


GOING WAY OUT 
HEAVY TRASH 


The bastard cousin to Spencer's 
genre-demolishing Blues Explosion, 


Heavy Trash features Speedball Baby's 


guitar brawier and producer 
extraordinaire Matt Verta-Ray ina 
project that drinks down the best of 
roots, R&B and rock-a-billy. 


‘0388 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes. com mre 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


DANCE 


RAGA-MALA MUSIC SOCIETY Myer Horowitz 
Theatre Students’ Union Building, 8900 114 St « 
Bharathanatyam dance by Meenakshi Srinivasan © 
Sun, Sept. 9 (7:30pm) 


VIBE TRIBE PRODUCTIONS-DRUM AND DANCE 
JAMS Hazeldean Hall, 9630-66 Ave (433-6279) « Come 
and practice your hand drumming skills or eam some- 
thing new in a group setting. Calling all tribal dancers for 
@ chance to improvise and move to live music, Each jam 
Starts and ends with guest musicians or dancers. Drums 
are available to borrow, no experience necessary * First 
and last Tue each month (6:30-8:30pm) * $10 
(doorl/child under 12 free 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
2854) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * SOLO SHOW Jamie 
Evrard * Sept. 8-20 © Opening reception: Sept. 8 (2- 
4pm) 

ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all hols) 
© Feature Gallery: MAKING ALBERTA HOME: Home 
furnishings and accessories; until Oct. 6 * Discovery 
Gallery: 70 CHINA WITH LOVE New sculptural ceramic 
works by Diane Sullivan; until Sept. 8 © TEN /TA 
(HEAVENLY PLANK): Handcrafted wood furniture by 
George Heagle; Sept. 15-Oct. 27; opening reception: Sat, 
Sept. 15 (2-4pm) 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave * Open Mon-Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free admission); Sat-Sun 11am- 
5pm ¢ Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 
and 3:30pm) © The 2007 Alberta Biennial of 
Contemporary Art-L/VING UTOPIA AND DISASTER: 
Artworks by 22 artists; until Sept. 9 ¢ Early Family Day 
at the AGA, with free admission, art activities, and 
educational tours: Sept. 8 « KURT SCHWITTERS: 
COLLAGE EYE: Works by Schwitters and his contempo- 
faries. Organized and circulated by the National Gallery 
of Canada; Sept. 8-Nov. 4 © Collage-a-thon: cut and 
paste while listening to bands and DJs at the AGA; 
free; Sept. 14 (7pm-2am) ¢ POP: LOVE, LOSS AND THE 
EVERYDAY: Pop art from Britain, USA and Canada; 
Sept. 8-Nov. 25 © Qualico Alberta Family Day; a day of 
free admission, hands-on art activities, and exhibition 
tours; Sept. 8 (12-4pm) 


AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave (990-0031) © Acrylic 
paintings by Rodrigo Lopez * Until Sept. 31 


BRINSMEAD ZIOLA KENNEDY ARCHITECTURE 
10434-122 St (488-9700) * Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm © 
Photographs by Mark Morris ® Until Sept. 7 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave ® Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat: 10am-Spm * TANGENT: 
Artworks by Stephan Fouquet, Louise Rae, Annette Ayre, 
Efim Konovalov, and Louise Madeleine Cormier © Sept. 
7-19 © Opening reception: Sept. 7 (7-8:30pm) 


CONCORDIA LIBRARY GALLERY 7128 Ada Boulevard 
(479-9338) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm © Black-and-white 
photos of Alberta by Leon Strembitsky # Until Sept. 7 


FAB GALLERY Rim 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave 
(492-2081) © Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-Spm « 
CHASING FORM: Cesar Alvarez’s final visual presenta- 
tion for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in Sculpture. 
Outdoors exhibition, U of A Campus, South of 
Rutherford Library, 89 Ave, 112 St; extended to Sept 
15 * OSAMU MATSUDA: NEW WORK; prints from 
intemmational quest-artist in residence in printmaking; 
Monika Niwelinska’s final visual presentation for her 
Master of Fine Arts in Printmaking degree;until Sept 
22 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) « 
DRAWING IS CONNECTING: Artworks by Amy Loewan 
© Sept. 8-29 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
UBRARY Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) « 
Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat Sam-6pm; Sun 1-Spm 
LONG OVERDUE : BOOK RENEWAL: Maine College of Art 
and the Portland public library exploration of society's rela- 
tionship to books and art. Sponsored by The Edmonton 
Small Press Association in conjunction with North of 
Nowhere Expo; until Sept. 30 * FUN WITH LENS: 
Photographs by Kanki Chin; until Sept. 30 


GALLERY ON MAIN-LACOMBE (403-782-3402) « 
ALBERTA HIGHWAY 53-THE ARTIST'S JOURNEY: 


Paintings by six Alberta artists of each artist's perspective 
of Highway 53 * Sept. 14-30 © Opening reception: Thu, 
Sept. 14 (7-10pm) 

HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) « Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm © Main Gallery: THE 
OFFERING: A series of sculptures by Lethbridge artist 
Adrian Cooke; until Sept. 29 © Fromt Room: TEMPORARY 
GEOGRAPHY. Shannon Collis explores the theme of mem- 
Ory, and focuses combining digital technology, traditional 
printmaking and photographic techniques; until Sept. 29 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 9am-4pm © 
INSTUCTOR'S SHOWTIME. Paintings (in watercolour, 
acrylic, oils, and collage) fabric art, pottery and woodwork, 
both practical and decorative, by the centre's fall/winter 
instructors * Until Sept 21 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 1817-80 St (479-8424) 
Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
Serigraphs by George Weber, artworks by Con Boland, 
Wendy Risdale, and Noboru Kubo; through Sept « 
{SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) © Open Mon-Fri Sam- 
Spm; Sat 10am-5pm ® Artworks by Marion Barker, Wendy 
Risdale, Jim Brager, Dave Ripley, Ada Wong, and Kay 
Wilson; through Sept. 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St (423-5353) 
EDMONTON CRASH PAD: Various artists in multimedia 
show © Until Sept. 8 ® Closing reception: Sept. 7 (8pm) 


UTTLE CHURCH GALLERY 455 King St, Spruce Grove 
(962-9664) © ALBERTA HIGHWAY 53-THE ARTIST'S 
JOURNEY. Six artists display their works inspired by this 
route * Until Sept. 8 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood Park # Artworks by the late 
Edith Sawchuck, with a juried show including works by 
Willie Wong, Erin Webb, Sonja Marinoske, Margaret 
Klappstein, and Robert Howard * Opening reception: Sat, 
Sept. 15 (4-8pm) ¢ Sept 8-Nov. 1 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * 
FOUR OUTSIDE VIEWS: Landscape paintings by Pam 
Wilman, Adeline Rockett, Sophia Podryhla-Shaw, Donna 
Mille; Until Sept. 30 ALL DAY/EVERYDAY: Displaying 
the everyday gestures of the human experience; until Oct. 
14 


MOCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open Mon- 
Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm ¢ Paintings by Linda 
Fisher and ceramics by Lee Kohler; until Sept. 27; opening 
reception: Sept. 9 © The Dining Room Gallery: Elfie 
Holt paintings; until Sept. 20 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne St, St. Albert 
(459-1528) « Open: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 1-5pm © 
SISTER EXHIBITS. Two stories of the women’s religious 
orders that helped shape Western Canada © Until Sept. 9 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-964 St « 
ELEMENTAL WATER EARTH AIRE AIR: Art by members of 
the Sculptors’ Association of Alberta; until Sept. 30 « 
Artwork collection from students (ages 4 to senior) of 
Alanna Marie; until Oct. 4 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (465-2162) 
© Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm or by appointment Sun- 
Mon 11am-Spm * ECAS: featuring painting, sculpture and 
photography by the Edmonton Contemporary Artist Society 
© Until Sept. 20 ¢ Opening reception: Fri, Sept. 7 (7- 
11pm) featuring the Jerrold Dubyk Quartet 


PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) ¢ Open Tue-Fri 
12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm © ALL THINGS BEAUTIFUL Artworks 
by Cheri Denis © Sept. 13-Oct. 31 © Opening reception: 
Sept.15 (6-10pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. 
Albert (460-4310) ® Open Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu 
(i0am-8pm) ¢ PRAIAIE SPIRIT: Artworks by Ken Delgamo, 
Jarom Scott, and George Toscak * Sept.6-29 « Opening 
reception: Sept. 6 (6-9 pm) in conjunction with St. Albert's 
Downtown Art Walk 


ST. ALBERT ARTWALK © Various venues: Wares, 
Modern Eyes Gallery, Profiles Gallery, Art Beat Gallery, 
Gemport, Studio Gallery, The Bookstore on Perron, Cargo 
and James, St. Thomas Coffee House, Concept Jewelry in 
St Albert © Thu, Sept. 6 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) © Open Tue- 
Sat 1am-Spm * SEARCHING THE SPACES: Landscape 
paintings by Jim Visser * Sept 8-25 ® Opening recep- 
tion: Sat, Sept, 8 (1-3pm) artist in attendance 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) ¢ Open Tue-Sat 
12-5pm ¢ Main Gallery: 25th Anniversary Biennial Print 
Competition; until Oct. 13 * SEARCHING FOR BALANCE 
Leszek Wyezolkowski’s printworks reflect the artists 
search for a balance between intellect/geometry, and 
organic/instinetive; until Oct.13; opening reception: Fri, 
Sept. 14 (7-Spm) ¢ Studio Gallery: SNAP students’ exhi- 
bition; until Oct. 13 


SPRUCE GROVE GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove * 
Annual open art competition ® Sept. 10-22 © Opening 
reception: Fri, Sept. 14 (7-10pm) 

THE STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
ARCHIVES 913 Ash St, Sherwood Park (467-8189) © 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; weekends by 
appointment/pre-booked tour * SPORTS FROM THE 
PAST. Featuring sports equipment, photographs and 
collectibles from the early 1900s to the late 1980s « 
Through Sept.; $3 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) » PHOTOGRAPH- 
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IC STORY TELLER: Photographs by Zbigniew Gortel © 
Sept. 15-Oct. 6 * Opening reception: Sept. 15 (12-4pm) 
VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) ¢ WEAVING AND FIBRE EXHIBITION: until 
Sept. 29 

WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) 
Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * CANADIAN LANDSCAPES: 
Scott Macleod, Guy Ray, Bev Rodin, Bill Webb, Robert 
Genn © Until Sept. 20 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) © Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off © third Wed each 
month ® $5 (donation) 


INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY Edmonton City Hall 
(428-7590) « Listen to stories and pick up a free book © 
Sept. 7 (11:30am-1pm) 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Square © 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to say, 
amateurs and professionals alike. Let this creative writ- 
ing process guide you into self-discovery ® Meetings bi- 
monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail feelqoodbe- 
wellin2007@gmail.com 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) * Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat 
(8pm), $20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 © Every Wed (8:30pm) 
Wacky Wednesday; $5 * Jody Peters; Sept. 6-8 * Bob 
Beddow; Sept. 13-15; © Gabriel Rutledge; Sept. 20-22 « 
Dennis Ross; Sept. 27-29 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 
St (483-5999) © Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm « Hit or 
Miss Mondays; Tue alternative comedy night; Wed 
local talent Gary Valentine, Rick Bronson, and Keith 
Saranoski; Sept. 6-9 © Hit or Miss Mondays: Mon, 
Sept. 10 © Alternative Comedy Night: Tue, Sept 11 » 
Gavin Stevens, Marty Mclean, and Shawn Gramaik: 
Sept. 12-16 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castledowns Rd 
(472-7696) ® Ha-Ha-Off comedy with host Kathleen 
McGee featuring Andrew Iwanyk ® Every Thu (Spm) © 
No cover 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE © Comedy Extravaganza 
hosted by Kathleen MacGee; first Tue each month; no 
minors; 8:30pm (door), Spm (show) * $5 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 367 St. Albert Rd (460- 
1122) ¢ Wednesday Night Live: Open stage every Wed 
for comedy, and music hosted by Barbara May and the 
Tumbling Dice (8-10pm) * No cover 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 9720-102 Avenue, 429-1992 ° 
ADVENTURES IN CANADIAN TELEVISION: an evening 
with Rick Mercer with a performance by the Wajjo 
Drummers ® Sept. 9 (7 pm) ¢ Tickets: $55, $65 in sup: 
port of the Northen Alberta Amputee Program 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) © Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm © Sun: Industry Night; $10 © Wed Crash and 
Burn featuring Andrew Grose # Lori Ferquson-Ford, 
Marcus Beaubier, and Howie Miller; until Sept 8 © 
Mike Wilmot; Sept. 12-15 


THEATRE 


THE BUSY WORLD IS HUSHED The Third Space 
11516-103 St (471-1586/420-1757) © Presented by 
Northern Light Theatre, by Keith Bunin ® Hannah, a min- 
ister and Bible scholar, hires ghostwriter Brandt to help 
translate and interpret a newly discovered early gospel 
She also tries to navigate an on-again, off-again relation. 
ship with her son, who tends to disappear for days, 
weeks or years at a time ® Sept. 14-30 (Bpm); preview 
night: Sept. 13 is free for students ® Preview: $10; open: 
ing night: $25; $20 (adult}/$18 (student/senior) 


NASHVILLE OUTLAWS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) ¢ Go fora 
ride with the bad boys of country, featuring the great 
music and offbeat lives of Willie Nelson, Waylon 
Jennings and Johnny Cash © Until Nov. 4 ® Tickets 
$49-$79 


23 Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 St, WEM (484- 
2424) © Special Agent Jack Bauer always gets his man, 
or in this case, woman in this comedy. Set on the new 
"Skytanic Luxury Air Cruiser” Jack must deliver his beau- 
tiful, dangerous prisoner, but first he must survive each 
29-minute flight with a few surprise passengers © Until 
Oct. 28 


PLAY IN A DAY © Shadow Theatre's program for ele- 
mentary schools with half-or full-day theatre work- 
shops for elementary school students aged 7-11 (434- 
5564) ¢ September 2007-June 2008 


ROMEO AND JULIET University of Alberta's Second 
Playing Space in the Timms Centre for the Arts, 87 
Ave, 112 St (420-1757) ® A bilingual adaptation of 
Shakespeare's classic tragedy. A heart-wrenching tale 
of love and loss in German and Ukrainian * Sept. 14- 
16; Fri-Sat 7:30pm Sun 2pm © $10-$15 available at 
TIX on the Square, and one hour before each perform- 
ance at the Timms Centre box office 
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A double bill of sexy killers makes for stupid entertainment 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
A= Moussah is a hustler, lying 
y and fast-talking his 
y through shady 
loans that have ballooned ® 
into one huge dark cloud of 
debt hovering over his head. THIS SUCKS 


Now the goons have dropped by to tell 
him he has one day to pay up or else a 
hailstorm of bullets is in the forecast. 
André (Jamel Debbouze) needs a 
miracle, and he’s given one. Director 
Luc Besson made his name with La 
Femme Nikita, about a female junkie 
turned by the government into a killing 
machine, so it’s not much surprise that 
André’s saviour drops out of the sky in 
the form of a leggy blonde in a skin- 
tight one-piece. Not much surprise, 
either, that the secret celestial agent 
kicks ass. This is what's known in the 
Tarantino era of movies as “femi- 
nism’—funny how it looks like macho 
action in drag. Funny, too, how Angel- 
A looks. Paris is drab, the black-and- 
white look dousing the City of Lights. 
André’s loser-ness is comic for a 
while. But his guardian Angela (Rie 
Rasmussen) has dressed up as a “slut” 
for her time on earth, actually degrad- 
ing the Madonna/whore stereotype 
further. And the “feminism” gets 
worse—Angela’s Oprah-ish effort to 
change André’s lying ways becomes a 
tedious mix of self-help and pop-phi- 
losophizing, leavened only by lines like 
“I'm such a bozo heaven sent a slut to 
help me?” During one not-so-romantic 
conversation over dinner between 
Bozo and the Tramp, Angela tells him 
he's a reflection of her and not a typi- 
cal “hunter’ man but basically a “six- 
foot slut inside.” So when André falls 


in love/lust with her, does that mean 
he just needs to fuck himself? 

It’s the viewer who gets screwed by 
this chirpy, noirish Pinocchio tale, where 
Jiminy Cricket meets Pretty Woman and 
men are from Mars but women are from 
Heaven after a makeover in the red-light 
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district. The movie sexes Angela up for 
the male viewer but can’t have her 
sleeping around—beating the crap out 
of men is more empowering, apparently. 
The final cop-out comes when the fallen 
Angela becomes a sad, fragile figure 
whom André gets to rescue. This flat 
fairy tale’s black-and-white look is two 
shades more complex than its gender 
politics. 


THE AVENGING ANGEL in the Japanese 
manga-based Azumi is the title charac- 
ter, another mini-skirted ass-kicker— 
only this time she also wears long 
bobby socks, apparently a crucial part 
of any assassin private school uniform. 
School was a 15-year, intensive moun- 
tain retreat for her and nine other 


orphans, led by a Master who planned, 
with another man even more stone- 
dumb to irony, to “build a peaceful 
nation” by training a secret cadre of 
killers to skewer warlords and their 
bodyguards. Before they can go off on 
their genocidal peacekeeping mission, 
though, Master orders them to form 


Two-disc set lets Scorcese’s Taxi Driver 
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DVDETECTIVE 


JOSEF BRAUN & BRIAN GIBSON 
vdetective@vueweekly.com 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

The yellow cab emerges silent, hulking, 
Opaque and phantom-like out of the 
plumes of steam wafting up from the gut- 
ters, the gauzy, rain-slick streets bleeding 
Super-saturated reds and blues, the brass 
and snare drum conjuring up oppressive 
waves of portent as the darkness parts its 
curtain for God's lonely man to make his 
entrance. He comes from nowhere and 
can’t make convincing small talk to save 
his life. He’s a Vietnam vet, an ex-marine, 
with no friends or family with whom he 
Can connect or accept consolation from. A 
genuine outsider with only the most mar- 
ginal sort of charisma imaginable, he 
seems somehow the unlikeliest of char- 
acters to mount the stage of movie histo- 
ry, but 30 years after making his first 


appearance there's no denying that he’s 
earned his place there. 

| think I've probably seen Martin Scors- 
ese’s Taxi Driver (1976) as many times as 
I've seen any movie, yet every time | revisit 
it I'm always caught off guard at just how 
abstract, even hallucinatory, those opening 
moments are. I'm equally caught off guard 
by how goddamned young Jodie Foster is 
as the child hooker Iris, or just how deeply 
immersed Robert De Niro seems in the 
role of the titular cabbie Travis Bickle, how 
convincingly he nurtures Travis’s loneli- 
ness, alienated logic and the notion that 
his movement toward vigilantism Is 
inevitable and somehow even heroic, this 
20th century underground man determined 
to wash the scum off the streets. 

“| don't believe that one should devote 
his life to morbid self-attention,” Travis 
writes in his diary. “| believe that someone 
should become a person like other peo- 
ple.” As delivered by De Niro, the comical, 
crude poetry with which he expresses his 


delusions of conformity is marvelous, and 
just one of several elements that make 
Paul Schrader's screenplay one of the most 
perfectly realized of the New Hollywood 
era. And you can actually access the script 
as you make your way through the movie 
on Sony's new Taxi Driver two-disc set, 
stopping at any point to see how it match- 
es with the final result. It’s just one of a 
plethora of special features designed to 
entice fans who obsess over the film to a 
level that competes with Travis’s obsess- 
ing over his misguided vocation. 


THERE HAVE BEEN a number of excellent 
multi-disc packages of Scorsese films in 
recent years, with the two-disc release of 
Raging Bull being a major standout. I'm 
not sure why it took so long to finally get 
Taxi Driverthe same deluxe treatment, but 
it's proven to be worth the wait. There's 
good making-of type stuff and testimonies 
from everybody from Scorsese himself to 
his one-time student Oliver Stone to 


FILM 


pairs—whoever kills the other can grad- 
uate. (And you thought getting picked 
last for the team in gym class was bad.) 
So, five samurai (not to be con 
fused with Seven Samurai—that was a 
good movie, where the samurai didn't 
tickle each other and giggle in 
between fights) head off, ignoring 


some innocent villagers being massa- 
cred because Master tells them to 
think about the bigger picture. For the 
audience, that may be what w4ti slay 
them first—the often histrionic acting 
or the drag-out boredom of that hulk- 
ing, two-hour-plus thing in the dis- 
tance that faintly resembles a plot 
Azumi does manage, amazingly, 
make Angel-A look socially progres- 
sive. The most vile of enemies 
rose-sniffing, fey fellow who's 
ed by the movie’s homophobia E 
he even fights Azumi (Aya Ueto) 
Another girl tries to get Azumi to quit 
and become a proper girl, only for 
them to be nearly raped. See girls? 
Being your peaceable selves just plays 
Into men's groping hands, s#nan- 
slaughtering in a man-beat-man 
world is the only way. Azumi almost 
realizes what an absolute dick Master 
is, but then she has to save him 
because he took her in as an 
orphan—to mould her into a killing 
machine with no real willpower of her 
own, mind you, but hey, whaddaya 
gonna do? Slaughter for the Man 
This is a mass hemophilia conven- 
tion: the sliced still talk and the 
crowded fights are speedily shot so 
the camera can get to the blood- 
spurting corpses. Azumi goes beyond 
vomited gore, hacked-off limbs and 
jetting founts of crimson to a kind of 
death-cult fascination. The sofiggveet 
lingering on the brutal and bloody is a 
pornographic gloss of endlessly vio- 
lent deaths as pretty and grand. To 
each their own kinks, I suppose, but 
can't people jerk off to blood in pri- 
vate instead of trying to sell their 
fetish as entertainment? w 


take you for another ride 


numerous New York City cabbies who 
remember just how mean the city streets 
were back when the film first came out 
There's also a pretty smart little fea 
turette that’s got plenty of interesting 
quotes from the always articulate Schrad- 
er, though the highlight of the whole 
package for me is Schrader’s full-length 
audio commentary, where he discusses 
where he was at in his life while writing 
the film (ie: in miserable shape), how he'd 
connected with Scorsese, how they 
adjusted the project to best accommo- 
date the cast and shooting conditions, 
how much of the film was scripted and 
how much improvised, and how little any- 
one expected the film to become the 
enormous success it did. Schrader talks 
matter-of-factly about the underlying 
themes of racism in the film, explaining 
why he though it essential that Travis 
attack blacks in particular, and why the 
racism in the film eventually became one 
of the factors that led to Harvey Keitel 


being cast as the jive-talking pimp Sport. 
a role originally meant for a black actor. 

Taxi Driver is a film that speaks.to the 
ages yet could probably only have come 
out of the particular conditions of its time. 
Its fixations are those of young, angry men, 
and Scorsese, Schrader and De Niro were 
just young enough to still really feel it. Its 
position in the history of film is on exhibit 
all over the place, with Scorsese's wildly 
adventurous playing with form indebted to 
his voracious consuming of the work of 
Jean-Luc Godard and Rainer Wemer Fass- 
binder, among many others. And it's a film 
that's finally a product of the heady ‘70s, 
that time when young directors could con- 
trol their work, mainstream auwences 
flocked to see films for reasons other than 
fleeting thrills and the battle between art 
and commerce in movies found some near- 
perfect harmony for a few golden years. 
Taxi Driver is the grotesque child of that 
era, and one that deserves to be visited 
again and again. w 2 
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This town ain’t big enough for a remake 


JOSEF fj 
all the big names attached 
to it, it doesn’t strike 
me as very likely 

that James Mangold's new 
remake of 3:10 to Yuma 
is going to revive the THIS 0K 
western genre. The original 1957 
version—a sharply detailed, much- 
beloved bastardization of Elmore 
Leonard's sublimely stark short story 
directed by Delmer Daves—is enor- 
mously entertaining, not the least for 
its rich, appealing central perform- 
ance from Glenn Ford as the utterly 
vicious yet seductive outlaw Ben 
Wade. Though its moral dilemmas 
may be fussed over more than in 
Leonard's prose, it’s still a lean, 
implicitly subversive, unimposing 
picture that rewards repeat viewing, 
deus ex machina finale and all. 

(There's also another adaptation 
of Leonard’s story from that same 
year called The Tall T, directed by 
Budd Boetticher and starring Ran- 
dolph Scott, which I have yet to see, 
but which sounds kind of great.) 

Ms¥igold’s dusting off and beefing 
up of the material, however, takes 
extrapolation several steps further, 
with characters returning again and 
again to the deterministic and philo- 
sophical rationale behind their moral 
choices, as though undergoing a crude 


*_. series of therapy sessions. It’s-a west- 


erm that desperately wants to impart 
its seriousness. While Mangold (who's 
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helmed such diverse films as Heavy, 
Copland, Girl, Interrupted and Walk the 
Line) and screenwriters Michael 
Brandt and Derek Haas (the scripting 
team behind 2 Fast 2 Furious) have 
injected their new vision with bracing, 
more overly soul-blackening violence, 
they've put equal effort into creating 
new scenarios and slabs of dialogue 
that ram home both the twisted moral 
order that the outlaw Wade maintains 
as a leader of a crew of bandits and 
the urgent moral challenges faced by 
Dan Evans, the poor rancher who 
escorts Wade to his meeting with the 
3:10 train that will take him to the 
Yuma correctional facility. 


WADE'S PLAYED BY russell crowe, 
who, perhaps through overdoing the 
character's cool confidence, is actu- 
ally surprisingly vacant for several 
early scenes, only gradually imbuing 
the character with any significant 
shading as things move along and 
he’s given more to do. Wade draws 
pictures and quotes the Bible, which 
I guess makes him real sensitive- 
like, but it’s in his Satanic tempting 
of Evans through offerings of money 
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as a way to restore his pride that we 
actually get to see Wade's character 
develop through action rather than 
contrived indicators. 

Evans is played by Christian Bale, 
who's a mite younger than the 
endearingly pathetic Van Heflin of 
the ‘57 version, but still believably 
destitute, struggling to recoup his 
losses and keep his wife and kids 
from the poorhouse. Evans, like 
Wade, is provided by Mangold, 
Brandt and Haas with a lot more 
stuff to help explain his place in 
life—an amputated leg care of the 
Civil War, an insolent teenage son 
who believes his father to be a total 
coward, an opening act of arson to 
ensure we know he’s a victim—but 
again, the character is far more 
interesting when he’s doing things 
rather than talking about them. 

The new 3:10 fo Yuma, especially 
when compared to the old one, feels 
too long and too schematic, but it 
does contain several enjoyable sup- 
porting performances and, crucially, 
offers up a wildly revised and admit- 
tedly much tougher, bloodier ending, 
one that reveals Mangold’s flair for 
dramatic build (especially through the 
arresting use of sound), and takes 
Wade's ethical logic to its intriguing if 
unlikely extreme. I’m not sure that 
this ending gives this new 3:10 to 
Yuma its reason for being, but it cer- 
tainly makes it more impacting than 
it would have been otherwise. wv 
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Retrospective reveals © 
film’s biggest fanboy 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
t was the French New Wave that 
[everes the floodgates for post- 
modernism in movies in the late 


. ‘50s and early ‘60s. They were nearly 


all of them film critics, and collec- 
tively among the earliest to look 
back and see in the preceding six 
decades of movies a linear history of 
cinema to draw upon analytically 
and creatively. They made movies 
that were—to a radical and often 
politically rich degree—about 
movies, about how the medium itself 
interacts with the world, and about 
the new forms of love, fun, violence, 
sex and intellectual discourse that 
exist only in a post-movie world. 

Cut to the '90s. Quentin Taran- 
tino —whose films will be hitting 
the Metro screen every Sunday this 
month—was a video store clerk, not 
a film critic, though one could 
argue that home video, with its 
unprecedented access to film histo- 
ry, provided a new generation with 
its own shaggy suburban cinemath- 
eque, one where, for better or for 
worse, any number of films could 
become deliberately fragmented at 
the push of a button, certain 
moments could be isolated from 
their larger frameworks, replayed 
and drooled upon over and over. 

The home video era marked the 
dawn of the true film nerd fetishist, 
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TARANTINO 

FEATURING RESERVOIR DOGS, PULP ICN, 


MILL BILL, GRINDHOUSE 
METRO CINEMA $10 


RETROSPECTIV 


for whom Tarantino is the patron 
Saint, allowing viewers to obsess end- 
lessly over minutiae, to study through 
repetition how movies work—and, 
most importantly, to formulate how to 
best rip stuff off, all in the comfort of 
their own living rooms. 

Two terms should be highlighted 
in the tail.end of that lastisentence: 
there is, without a doubt, an art to 
ripping stuff off, but it's the comfort 
part that may get the best of Taranti- 
no. You get the impression the guy 
rarely digs very deep (ie: leaves the 
sofa) to make contact with his muse. 

It's his astonishing talent with form 
that makes the most obvious impact: 
the central crime that’s never actually 
dramatized in Reservoir Dogs or the 
folding-in-on-itself narrative structure 
of Pulp Fiction. And it says something 
about his understanding of filmic 
pleasures on all levels that while 
memorable moments in these movies 
are nurtured so as to be palpably vis- 
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DAVID BERRY / david @vueweekly.com 
ollywood films, though superfi- 
cially quite diverse, 


are ultimately fairly 
easy to group together into 
a genre. There are the more 
obvious genre trappings 
that can be (and frequently are) 
tweaked—a direct and usually opti- 
mistic resolution, characters with clear 
motivations and morals and etcetera— 
but the ultimate thing Hollywood films 
have in common is their inherent 
escapism: even when they purport to 
take a look at the darker side of the 
human condition, they coat it with a 
fine, glossy veneer, imbue it with an 
inherent glamour. 

In that respect, Joseph Mankiewicz’s 
1960 film All About Eve—screening as 
the first film in Edmonton Film Soci- 
ety’s Hollywood Classics Fall pro- 
gram—is essentially a perfect 
Hollywood movie. Though its charac- 
ters, from the titular conniving will-be 
star (Anne Baxter) to her proto-Barton 
Fink playwright Lloyd Richards (Hugh 
Marlowe), are certainly conflicted and 
questionable people one and all, 
they’re also undeniably articulate, 
masterfully realized tropes, eternally 
armed with at least the perfect reac- 
tion, if not a character-defining mono- 
logue, to almost any situation. 

(For an interesting comparison, 
head down to the library and pick up 
the film that won the BAFTA Award 
for Best Film from any Source the year 
before Eve, Vittorio De Sica’s Italian 


GARNEAU 


THE 11TH HOUR 
NIGHTLY 7:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 1:00 PM 
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CLOSE TO HOME 
NIGHTLY 9:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 3:00 PM 
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MON, SEP:10 (8 PM) 


ALL ABOUT EVE 

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY JOSEPH MANKIEWICZ 
STARRING BETTE DAVIS ANNE BANTER, 
GEORGE SANDERS CELESTE HOLM 


CLASSIC 


neorealist classic Ladri di biciclette 
[The Bicycle Thief/Bicycle Thieves): it’s 
almost impossible to believe these 
two films came from the same planet, 
let alone almost simultaneously.) 


WHEN YOU'RE BEING as direct as 


Mankiewicz, you have to show off 
some fairly impressive psychological 
acuity, and you'd be hard-pressed to 
find a more acute and articulate script 
than the one he wrote and directs. It’s 
popular to call this kind of stuff 
“quotable,” but that reduces its com- 
plexity and impressiveness far too 
much: for most of the film Mankiewicz 
is doing nothing short of boiling down 
his characters (and any number of other 


RETROSPECTIVE 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26 


ceral—the woman dragged out of 
her window during a carjacking (Reser- 
voir Dogs), another woman both raped 
while comatose only and buried alive 
once revived (Kill Bill), the kid’s head 
blown off in a backseat by accident 
(Pulp Fiction)—so many of Tarantino's 
grand set pieces are verbal rather than 
physical. For all his championing of the 
spectacle aesthetics of exploitation 
genres, Tarantino loves talk. It can be 
about Big Macs, Madonna or foot mas- 
sages—the subject doesn’t matter near- 
ly as much as the specificity of attitude 
and reference points of the characters. 

In his jazzing with dialogue, Taran- 
tino has given parts to veteran actors, 
like John Travolta or Christopher 
Walken, that have redefined their 
careers. The case of Tarantino's use of 
former blaxploitation star Pam Grier 
even went one better: the casting not 
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PRINCESS, Mankiewicz’s film is All About Hollywood 
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concepts) into a pure, crystalline form, 
sharply defined and perfectly shaped. 

Told by the effortlessly erudite 
voice of Evelyn Waug-ish theatre crit- 
ic Addison DeWitt (George Sanders), 
All About Eve tells the story of Eve 
Harrington as she attempts to make a 
career for herself as a stage actress, 
chiefly through sweet surreptitious- 
ness. Baxter tends to get slightly over- 
looked in the sheen of Bette Davis's 
take on established star Margo Chan- 
ning, which is entirely unfair to her 
performance here. Though Davis, like 
the film itself, does a sublime job of 
both inhabiting and eviscerating her 
popular image, Baxter is utterly per- 
fect as the disingenous ingenue, drift- 
ing between wolf and sheep so subtly 
and easily she has almost every cast 
member petting her wool even as 
she’s tearing off their hide. 

For all his talent with character and 
dialogue, Mankiewicz does unfortu- 
nately succumb a bit too easily to Hol- 
lywood’s more unfortunate tendency 
towards directness, and it’s slightly 
disappointing that the film ultimately 
destroys the ambiguity of Eve by 
revealing her to be exactly the kind of 
heartless, backstabbing ladder 
climber we suspect she is, though the 
humanist suggestion that she had lit- 
tle choice but to be so if she wanted 
to succeed mitigates that somewhat. 
Overall, though, All About Eve is a fan- 
tastic film, and goes a long way 
towards explaining why Hollywood 
has come to mean what it has. v 


only rescued Grier from obscurity but 
(temporarily, at least) rescued Taranti- 
no from his own creative traps. 
Thanks in part to Grier and her co- 
stars, Jackie Brown remains the one 
Tarantino film that exudes some last- 
ing emotional substance, that feels 
like it's about a world beyond the 
video store, one where adults deal 
with love and where violence has 
consequence. Curiously, it’s Taranti- 
no’s only non-original story (it’s based 
on an Elmore Leonard novel) and, 
sadly, it’s the only Tarantino feature 
not included in Metro's program. 

Where Tarantino will go from here 
is tough to say. God knows the time of 
his influence has passed (there’s no 
single adjective less appetizing when 
surveying ‘90s indie flicks than 
“Tarantino-esque”). The selection of 
his movies screening over the next 
few weekends leaves no doubt as to 
the breadth of his promise, but it also 
makes explicit the limitations of his 
fan-boy showmanship. w 
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e to take a different look at 
for Truth examines the ques- 
/11 widows still have about the 
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1 was an inside job. METAD 


: fran its Hollywood Classics Fall 
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a theatre star, though there are 
plenty of obstacles, including the egoma- 
niacal Bette Davis as her mentor/idol. 

| David Berry's review on page 28. 
ALBERTA MUSEUM; MON, SEP 10 (8 PM) 


ANGEL A Written and directed by the king 
of French action films, Luc Besson (The 
Fifth Element, The Professional), Angel A 
tells: ry of a man (Jamel Debbouze) 


pl Sexy, violent guardian angel (Rie 
ussen). Read Brian Gibson's review 


je mr METRO CINEMA, ZEIDLER HALL; FI, SEP 7, 
a (8:30 PM); SAT, SEP 8, MON, SEP 10 (7 PM) 


AZUMI Based on an exceptionally popular 
manga series, Ryuhei Kitamura’s Azumi 
follows the story of a schoolgirl-dressed 
assassin who first must kill her assassin 
school classmates before taking on bigger 
bad guys. Read Brian Gibson's review on 
ey 25. METRO CINEMA, ZEIDLER HALL; FAI, SEP 7, SUN 
9 (7 PM); SAT, SEP8, MON, SEP 10 (9 PM) 


THE BROTHERS’ SOLOMON mr shows 
Bob Qdenkirk directs Arrested 
Development's Will Arnett and SNL's Will 
Forte (who also wrote the script) in this 
Story of two socially inept brothers who 
must find a grandson for their ailing 
father, 


RESERVOIR DOGS / PULP FICTION These 
two films form the first part of Metro 
inema’s Quentin Tarantino retrospective. 

you're unsure of the plots, you have 
Never experienced pop culture, but to gen- 
eralize a touch, they're about witty crimi- 
nals committing witty crimes, set to the 
be ff the 1970s. Read Josef Braun's 


Quentin Tarantino on page 26. 
va CINEMA ZEIDLER HALL SUN, SEPS (2 PM & 4 PM) 


SHOOT | ‘EM UP Clive Own and Paul 
Giamatti star in this movie from B-movie 
writer/dir 
which is. 


tor Michael Davis {700 Girls), 
all about some of the coolest 
5 ever committed to film, includ- 


All showtimes are subject to change at 
any time. Please contact theatre to 
confirm. 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


6084 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 

Daily 6:50, 9:05, 

NO RESERVATIONS (PG) 

Daily 7:00, 9:05 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE 


‘Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square 496-7070 
BETWEEN TWO NOTES (STC) 
‘Sun 2:00; free admission 
EXILS (144, nudity, coarse language) 
French, Arabic, Romany and Spanish with 
English subtitles) Wed 6:20; free admission 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 


130 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 
THE INVASION (14A) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:20, 710, 9:40, 11:55; Sun- 
Thu 1:35, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40 
DADDY DAY CAMP (PG) 
Daily 2:05, 4:45, 7:05 
1 KNOW WHO KILLED ME (18A) 
Fri-Sat 9:30, 11:50; Sun-Thu 9:30 
RESCUE DAWN (14A) 
Fri-Sat 9:20, 11:45; Sun-Thu 9:20 
LICENSE TO WED (PG, coarse Ian- 
guage) 
Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:25, 6:40, 9:10, 11:25; Sun- 
Thu 1:30, 4:25, 6:40, 9:10 


LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (144A, vio- 
lence) 


Fri 1:25, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45, 12:20; Sat-Thu 
1:25, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45 

1408 (144A, frightening scenes) 

Fri 9:55, 12;10; Sat-Thu 9:55 

EVAN ALMIGHTY (G) 

Daily 2:00, 4:30, 7:30 

FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE 
SILVER SURFER (PG, frightening 
scenes) 

Fri 1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00, 12:00; Sat-Thu 
1,50, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00 

OCEAN'S THIRTEEN (PG) 

Fri 1:20, 4:00, 6:50, 9:45, 12:05; Sat-Thu 
1:20, 4:00, 6:50, 9:35 

SURF'S UP (G) 

Daily 1:05, 3:10, 5:10, 7:25 

KNOCKED UP (148A, sexual content) 
Fri 1:15, 4:05, 6:55, 9:40, 12:20; Sat-Thu 
1:15, 4:05, 6:55, 9:40 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 


WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 


Fri-Sat 12:30, 4:10, 7:35, 10:50; Sun-Thu 
12:30, 4:10, 7:35 

SHREK THE THIRD (PG) 

Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:35, 7:15, 9:25, 11:40; Sun- 
Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:15, 9:25 
SPIDER-MAN 3 (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for young 
children) 

Daily 6:45, 9:50 

MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) 

Daily 1:55, 4:15 


CITY CENTRE 9 

10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 
Daily 12:40, 3:30, 6:50, 9:50 
SUPERBAD (18A) 
Daily 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 
HALLOWEEN (18A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 
Daity 12:50, 3:40, 7:00, 9:40 
THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 
Dally 12:30, 3:10, 6:30, 9:20 
MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 
Fri-Wed 1:40, 4:30, 6:35, 9:00; Thu 1:40, 
4:30, 9:55 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Daily 1:50, 4:40 
WAR (18A) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 7:20, 10:00; Sat 10:00 
DEATH SENTENCE (18A, violence) 
Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:30, 10:05 
SHOOT 'EM UP 
(18A, gory scenes) Dally 1:30, 4:10, 7:10, 
9:20 


BALLS OF FURY 

(PG, not recommended for young children) 
Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:40, 10:10 

THE HUNTING PARTY 

(STC, sneak preview) Sat 7:00 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:40; Sat-Sun 2:00, 


4:50, 7:40 

WAR (18A) 

Dally 9:45 

DEATH SENTENCE (18A, violence) 


Fri, Mon-Thu 4:35, 7:20, 9:50; Sat-Sun 
1:50, 4:15, 7:20, 9:50 


SHOOT 'EM UP (18A, gory scenes) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:10, 9:15; Sat-Sun 
1:40, 4:40, 7:10, 9:15 

BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:20, 6:30, 9:00; Sat-Sun 
12:40, 3:50, 6:30, 9:00 

RUSH HOUR 3 (PG, coarse Ian- 


guage, not recommended for youn; 
children) in 


Fri, Mon-Thu 4:45, 7:30, 10:00; Sat-Sun 
12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 7:30, 10:00 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (144) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:25, 7:15, 9:40; Sat-Sun 
1:30, 4:25, 7:15, 9:40 

3:10 TO YUMA (144A, violence) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30 

SUPERBAD (18A) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:15, 6:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 
1;00, 4:00, 6:40, 9:20 

HALLOWEEN (18A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:00, 9:35; Sat-Sun 
1:10, 4:20, 7:00, 9:35 

MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:30, 6:35, 8:50; Sat-Sun 
12:20, 2:20, 4:30, 6:35, 8:50 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
SHOOT 'EM UP (18A, gory scenes) 
Fri 4:50, 7:40, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12:15, 2:30, 
4:50, 7:40, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:15 
3:10 TO YUMA (144A, violence) 

Fri 4:10, 7:10, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:10, 
7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:50 


DEATH SENTENCE (184A, violence) 
eed 7:00, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:00, 


HALLOWEEN (184A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 

Fri 4:20, 7:20, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:20, 
7:20, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:20 
BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Fri 4:40, 7:35, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:00, 2:20, 
4:40, 7:35, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:35, 10:10 
THE NANNY DIARIES (PG, coarse 
language) 

Fri 4:00, 6:30, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 
6:30, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:20 

MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 

Fri 5:00, 7:30, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:30, 2:40, 
5:00, 7:30, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:30, 9:45 
SUPERBAD (18A) 

Fri 3:30, 7:15, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:10, 3:30, 
7:15, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:15, 10:00 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 
Fri 3:40, 6:40, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:20, 3:40, 
6:40, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:30 
HAIRSPRAY (PG) 

Fri 3:50, 6:50, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:50, 
6:50, 9:35; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:35 

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Sat-Sun 1:30 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
THE 11TH HOUR (PG) 
Daily 7:00, Sat-Sun 1:00 


CLOSE TO HOME (14A) 
Daily 9:00 Sat-Sun 3:00 


GATEWAY 8 


2950 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY (14A) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:25, 
4:10, 7:10, 9:40 
BECOMING JANE (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:15, 
4:00, 7:00, 9:35 
HEYY BABYY (PG, subtitled) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 8:15; Sat-Sun 3:15, 8:15 
NO RESERVATIONS (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:40, 
4:15, 6:45, 9:20 
Redeye ned 

jolen 

Teeommended for young children) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 8:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:25, 8:00 
THE LAST LEGION (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:25; Sat 1:10, 3:30, 6:25; 
Sun 1:10, 6:25 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:35, 
3:45, 7:20, 9:25 
RAM GOPAL VARMA KI AAG (STC, 


FILM 


Pha 


subtitled) 

Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 8:30; Sun 3:30, 8:30 
DHAMAAL (STC, subtitled) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:30, 8:45; Sat-Sun 3:30, 
6:30, 8:45 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave. St. Albert, 458-9822 

HAIRSPRAY (PG) 
Daily 1:00 
BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 
Daily 3:15 5:15 7:10 9:05 
STARDUST (PG, ye ea scenes, 
not recommended ‘or children) 
Dally 12:45 7:15 
HALLOWEEN (18A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 
Daily 3:10 5:10 9:35 
MR.BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 
Daily 1:30 3:30 5:25 7:30 9:20 
3:10 TO YUMA (144A, violence) 
No passes; Daily 1:45 415 7:05 9:25 
SHOOT EM UP (18A, gory scenes) 
No passes; Dally 12:55 2:40 4:25 6:05 
7:50 9:30 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Daily 1:10, 3:15, 7:05, 9:25 
HALLOWEEN (18A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 

Dally 1:00, 3:30, 7:00, 9:30. 

SHOOT ‘EM UP (184A, gory scenes) 
Daily 12:55, 3:25, 7:10, 9:15. 

3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 

Daily 1:05, 3:30, 6:55, 9:20 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 


Camrose, 780-608-2144 
SHOOT EM UP (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat, Sun 2:10 
310 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 

Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat, Sun 1:55. 

SICKO (PG) 

Daily 6:45, 9:05; Sat, Sun 1:50 

BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Dally 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:05 
HALLOWEEN (18A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 

Daily 6:55, 9:15; Sat, Sun 2:00. 


MAGIC LANTERN-SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove, 972-2332. 


MR. BEANS HOLIDAY (G) 
Dally 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 2:00 


METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, 

Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
AZUMI (STC) 
Fri Sun 7:00; Sat Mon 9:00 
ANGEL-A (STC) 
Fri Sun 9:30; Sat Mon 7:00 
RESERVOIR DOGS (R, brutal vio- 
lence) 
Sun 2:00 
PULP FICTION (R, violence and dis- 
turbing scenes) 
Sun 4:00 
9/11: PRESS FOR TRUTH (STC) 
Tus 7:00 
LOOSE CHANGE (STC) 
Tue 9:00 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2223 

SHOOT 'EM UP (18A, gory scenes) 
Dally 1:00, 3:10, 5:30, 8:00, 10:45 
3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 
Daily 1:15, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50 
THE BROTHERS SOLOMON (144, 
coarse language) 
Daily 1:25, 4:50, 7:45, 10:25 
DEATH SENTENCE (18A, violence) 
Daily 1:20, 3:50, 6:40, 9:15 
HALLOWEEN (18A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 

Dally 2:10, 5:15, 7:50, 10:30 
BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children} 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 2:05, 5:00, 7:35, 10:00; 
Tus 5:00, 7:35, 10:00; Star and Strollers: 
Tue 1,00 


THE NANNY DIARIES (PG, coarse 
language) 


Daily 4:20, 6:50, 9:20 

MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 
Dally 12:55, 3:00, 5:10, 7:20, 9:30 
WAR (184) 

Daily 5:20, 8:10, 10:40 
SUPERBAD (18A) 

Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20 


RUSH HOUR 3 (PG, coarse lan- 


guage, not recommended for yo 
children) fl 


Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:45, 4:45, 
Mon 1:45, 4:45, 10:15 
STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for children) 
Dally 4:10, 7:15, 10:10 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14) 
Dally 1:40, 4:30, 7:10, 10:05 

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 

Daily 1:30 

HAIRSPRAY (PG) 

Dally 12:50, 3:30, 6:30, 9:10 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX Se Mgntening 


scenes, not recommen: for young 
children) 


Daily 1:10 

RATATOUILLE (G) 

Fri-Mon,Wed-Thu 2:00; Star and Strollers: 
Tus 1:00 


10937-82 Ave, 433-0728 
2 DAYS IN PARIS (14A, sexual con- 


tent, coarse language) 
Daily 7:00; Sat-Sun 1:00 


BECOMING JANE (PG) 

Daily 9:00; Sat-Sun 3:00 

INTERVIEW (144, coarse language) 
Daily 7:10, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00. 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
SHOOT 'EM UP (184A, gory scenes) 
Daily 12:00, 2:25, 4:40, 7:45, 10:30 
3:10 TO YUMA (144, violence) 

Daily 12:45, 3:40, 7:00, 10:00 
HALLOWEEN (184A, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 

Dally 1:00, 3:45, 7:15, 10:10 

BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:05, 2:20, 4:50, 7:10, 9:50; 
Wed 4:00, 7:10, 9:50; Star and Strollers: 
Wed 1:00 


MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 

Dally 12:25, 3:30, 6:50, 10:15 

WAR (718A) 

Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:45 
SUPERBAD (18A) 

Daily 1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 10:20 

RUSH HOUR 3 (PG, coarse lan- 
guage, not recommended for young 
children) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:80, 3:25, 6:40, 10:25; Wed 
12:30, 3:25, 10:25 

STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for children) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:40; Wed 
3:50, 6;50, 9:40; Star and Strollers: Wed 
1:00 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14A) 
Daily 12:35, 4:00, 7:40, 10:20 

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG) 

Daily 12:30 

| NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 
AND LARRY (14A) 

Daily 3:30, 7:50, 10:40 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX: IMAX 3D (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommend- 
ed for young children) 

Daily 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:00 
TRANSFORMERS (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 
Fri-Wed 12:20, 3:20, 6:45, 9:55; Thu 12:30, 
3:45, 9:45 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 496-8585 
SHOOT 'EM UP (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 12:45, 3:00, 9:20, 8:00, 10:15 
3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 
Daily 1:00, 3:50, 7:10,10:00 
THE BROTHERS SOLOMON (14A, 
coarse language) 
Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:00, 9:20 
DEATH SENTENCE (18A, violence) 
Daily 12:40, 3:15, 5:40, 8:10, 10:30 
HALLOWEEN (184, brutal violence, 
gory scenes) 
Dally 2:10, 5:00, 7:50, 10:30 


BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 


7:40, 10:15; 


Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:40, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; 
Tue 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; Star and Strollers: Tue 
1:00 

THE NANNY DIARIES (PG, coarse 
language) 

Daily 1:10, 3:40, 6:45, 9:15 

MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY (G) 

Daily 12:15, 2:20, 4:40, 6:50, 9:10 


WAR (18A) 

Dally 1:50, 4:45, 7:45, 10:15 
SUPERBAD (18A) 

Daily 2:00, 4:50, 7:40, 10:20 


RUSH HOUR 3 (PG, coarse Ian- 


guage, not recommended for yor 
children) ee 


Dally 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7 
STARDUST (PG, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for children) 
Fr-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:50, 3:45, 6:40, 9:20: 
Tue 3:45, 6:40, 9:30; Star and § Te 
1:00 

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (14) 
Daily 1:15, 4:00, 7:20, 10:10 
HAIRSPRAY (PG) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 3:10, 6:30, 9:00; Wed 
12:20, 3:10, 9:00 

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER 
OF THE PHOENIX (PSG, frightening 


scenes, not recommended for young 
children) 


Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:15, 3:20, 6:30, 9:40; 
Mon 12:15, 3:20, 9:40 
TRANSFORMERS (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 
Daily 6:45, 9:50 

RATATOUILLE (G) ta 
Daily 1:30, 4:10 


WEST MAL 
8882-170 St. 444-1829 

DADDY DAY CAMP (PG) 
Fri 4:40, 6:40; Sat-Sun 12:40, 2:40, 4:40, 
6:40; Mon-Thu 6:40 
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD (144A, vio- 
lence) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:55 
3:45, 7:00, 9:45, 
EVAN ALMIGHTY (G) 
Fri 5:00, 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
5:00, 7:10, 9:20; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:21 
FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE 
SILVER SURFER (PG, frightening 
scenes) 
Daily 7:15, 9:30 
OCEAN'S THIRTEEN (PG) 
Daily 8:45 
SURF'S UP (G) 
Fii 4:50; Sat-Sun 12:45, 2:45, 4:50 3 
KNOCKED UP (18A, sexual content) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:05, 
3:50, 6:50, 9:49 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: AT 
WORLD'S END (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 
Fr 4:45, 8:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:45, 8:30 
Mon-Thu 8:30 
ONCE (14A) 

-Thu 6:30, 
3:30, 6:30, 9:00 
SHREK THE THIRD (PG) 
45, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:30, 2:30, 
5, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:10 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE _| 


111 Ave, Grost Rd, 455-8726 
3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence, DTS 
Digital) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:25; Sat-Sun 
12:30, 3:15, 6:45, 9:25 = 
THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM (144, 
Dolby Stereo Digital) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:55, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
3:25, 6:55, 9:30 
SHOOT 'EM UP (18A, gory scenes, 
DTS Digital) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:40; Sat-Sun 4:15, 
3:35, 7:10, 9:40 
HALLOWEEN 
gory scenes, 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 
3:30, 7:00, 9:35 


[WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


780-352-3922 


BALLS OF FURY (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Daily 1:10, 3:20, 7:05, 9:25 

SHOOT ‘EM UP (18A, gory scenes) 
Dally 12:55, 3:25, 7:00, 9:15 
HALLOWEEN (184A, brutal violence, 


30, 9:45 


(00; Sat-Sun 1:15, 


(18A, brutal violence, 
ITS Digital) 
9:35; Sat-Sun 1:00, 


gory scenes) 
Daily 1:10, 3:30, 7:10. 9:30 
3:10 TO YUMA (14A, violence) 


Daily 1:00, 3:15, 6:55, 9:25 
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‘Macho, macho man. I've got to be a macho man’ 
DJETZCHE V & THE ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN JACKED AND READY TO PARTY 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

ts surely a difficult thing to be a fan 

of Dietzche V & the Abominable 

Snowman . One day you're bustin’ 
a move to the group's sweet, synthy 
sounds, having the sweatiest night of 
your life, and the next it seems it’s all 
over forever. DVAS has retired more 
times than any other musical act in 
recent memory—except maybe for 
Cher—and each time it happens it 
seems you might never get to recreate 
that drug-fuelled bathroom orgy you 
Paggcipated in the last time. 


Att | Fi SEP7 (0PM) 
DIETZCHE V AND THE 


ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN 
AAYOIEJANCE (SE 

LAT PTOHEBUS 
STARLITEROOM S12 


PREVU 


But, just like the last dozen times you 
thought it was all over, DVAS is back. 
Armed with a new full-length record to 
hype, the band will be rockin’ the party 
at the Starlite Room this Friday. 

“Basically we just say every show 
is our last show so a lot of people 

come out,” jokes knob twiddler 

Abominable Snowman. “This is 
an on-again, off-again -projectbut 
we're fucking back man! We’re so 
back it hurts.” 

The new record, Macho: 2003-2007, 
documents the group from its very 
beginnings to its present, fully jacked- 
up form, bringing together a number 
of its singles with some new and 
some not widely available tracks. 

“A lot of electronic bands put on 
one ambient track, but we don’t have 
time for that. This is unrelenting, pun- 
ishing, jacked music. It’s a macho 
record, it’s heavy shit,” the Snowman 
enthuses. “Macho isn’t about being 
toh and picking fights with people, 
it’s about doing it, going for gold, 


walking the razor's ee 


hits re fic it t is—but i if we call 
ita ees hits record, people would 
think we're assholes,” he continues. 


ll ... a lot of people already think 


hich includes fellow button 
r Dietzche V, bassist Vis a Vis and 


band—w 


mer Shocker—might be hard on 
but it takes its toll on the band 
For this reason, the group has 
ating at an opulent spa 
AB for the past several 
neral baths, mud wraps, 
ions and intense workouts 
ie group into top fighting 
at they'll be ready to rock 


an es 


yd 


harder than ever before. 

“I spend all my downtime at the 
spa," explains Dietzche V. “It’s hard to 
get ready to do shows because they 
come up so randomly, so I just gotta 
stay tight all the time and be ready.” 


IF SPA VISITS AND FIERCE workout reg- 


imens don’t seem like the normal 
province of a band—and maybe even 
a little on the gay side—well, DVAS 
isn’t really like any other band and, 
well, they're a little gay. Y’know, in a 
fabulous kind of way. 

“There's a lot of gay energy in this 
band—there’s touching, there's 
movement, there's dancing, there’s 
sweat, and | think these are all good 
things,” says the Abominable Snow- 
man. “There’s a lot of homoeroti- 
cism, but y'know, bands are 
inherently kind of gay. 

“I! think gay people know how to 
party,” he adds. “They party way hard- 
er than straight people do and | think 


that’s something to aspire to, to just 
be able to say, ‘Fuck it, let’s get back 
to basics and party.’” 

“The music we make has a basis in 
disco and Hi-NRG, which is originally 
kind of a gay genre,” Dietache V con- 
tinues. “It’s in the music originally, 
and it just goes from there.” 

The most important thing about 
DVAS, however, is that the music 
itself takes a backseat to the party. 
The band would prefer to not play on 
a stage, or even be looked at, while 
the show is going on. They just want 
to facilitate you having a good time. 

“We're not about coming out and 
watching the drummer and seeing if he 
missed a cymbal strike, or did the key- 
board player miss a note, no. Fuck that. 
Just pick up a chick, or a guy, or both, 
have some drinks and get jacked,” 
Shocker pipes up. “We're not here to be 
the band, we're here to party.” 

“We're hosting this party, we’re 
not about being stars. We're not 


mR 
te 


‘ 
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here to sell stickers and t-shirts; 
we're here to make sure everyone 
gets fucked, literally and figurative- 
ly,” the Snowman exclaims. “We 
played this one show and it was the 
vernal equinox, and everyone was 
fucked up and making out all over 
the place. It was like a jack shack in 
there. | think that’s the gift this 
group can give to this city.” 


AND THIS CITY COULD use more bands 
like DVAS, whose only concern is 
helping you get laid. Just like there 
aren't many bands in Edmonton play- 
ing music this sexy, there aren't many 
bands playing live electronic music 
that you can get down to. 

“Other bands are too smart to do 
live dance music,” laughs Dietzche V. 
“The gear—the computers and sam- 
plers and everything—it's hard to 
move around.” 

“What we're thinking about doing 
is putting everything on a laptop, 


pushing play, and getting wasted. You 
see these DJs and these guys get laid 
more than we do, get paid more than 
we do, and they don’t even spin 
records anymore, they just play 
mp3s,” the Snowman laments. "But | 
think it’s way funner to do it live 
because it can blow up and blow oll 
the rails very easily. We fuck up all 
the time. It’s very volatile.” 

And if past experiences are any 
thing to go by, DVAS’s upcoming 
show should be very volatile 
indeed—hook ups are to be expect- 
ed, lip gloss will come in handy and 
an ample supply of mints should be 
on hand because the need will cer- 
tainly arise. And if you think you're 
excited about the upcoming show, 
you've got nothing on the Abom- 
inable Snowman. 

“It's back to school, back to back, 
back to basics with DVAS. We're back, 
school’s back, the party's back, let's 
get jacked!” wv 
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DECEMBER 6 — SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
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JEL Jol PRODUCT TONS U COMING SHOWS 
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Miracle Fortress 


Wednesday November 21 


2556-8882 170 St. West Edmonton Mall Edmonton, AB 


S&S x 
poseca © yw WV! 


Tickets at Listen, Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Acoustic Drum Shop & Ticketmaster 


TheWeakerthans 


with guests THE LAST TOWN CHORUS 


Wednesday October 10, 2007 (atmost sald out) 
& Thursday October 11, 2007 (onsale now 


ae Horowitz ‘Theatre 


THE BESNARD LAKES 


WITH THE EYLOZOISTS & TEAM BUILDING 


WITH SIAN TOOGOOD & PANGINA 


THE WAILIN' JENNYS 


SEPT F . SEDT 17 INN 


ED OCTOBER 3 


AT THE STARLITE ROOM 


FRI OCTOBER 5 


AT VELVET UNDERGROUND 


FRI OCTOBER (2 


‘TCR HOROWITZ THEATRE 


FOR YOU 


' 
¥ 


LISTINGS 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dutf 
Robison 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage; Spm 

BLIND PIG Moosehead Thursday 
New Age open stage hosted by 
West of Winnipeg 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
‘stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 

FOUR ROOMS Thom Bennett; 
Spm 

HULBERT'S Althea Cunningham 
(jazz singer-songwriter); 8pm; $7 
(door) 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 8pm 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-T1pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12;30am 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Crowded 
House, Pete Yom, Liam Finn; 
7:30pm; tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


JULIAN’S PIANO 
BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS Graham 
Lawrence (piano jazz) 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Switchblade Valentines, The 
Firebrands, Los Cremators; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $10 (door) 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


STARLITE ROOM Art Brut, The 
Mark Birtles Project; no minors; 
8pm (door); tickets available at 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd and Listen 


URBAN LOUNGE Neil Mcdonald 


WILD WEST SALOON Trick 
Ryder 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Michael 
Massey (piano), Virginie Gagné 
(violin); 8pm; pre-concert introduc- 
tion at 7:15pm; $20 (adult\/$15 
{seniors/student) at TIX on the 
Square, door 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro 
Education: dub, tip hop, lounge, 
electro with DJ Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big 
Rock Thursdays: DJs spin on two 
levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/danee with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish 
Thursdays: funky house/techno 
with DJ Colin Hargreaves, 
house/breaks with DJ Krazy K, 
hardstyle/techno with DJ Decha, 
tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no 


(NEW CITY | Love '80s Thursdays: 
‘Spm (door); no cover 


NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 
Thursdays: hosted by Dexter 
Nebula and Anarchy Adam; 10pm; 
no minors; no cover 

ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; 
no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 
Hit It Thursdays: breaks, electro 
house spun by PI residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, 
pop, hip hop with DJ Kelty 

THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexod Tronic, Drag 
Kings and Queens, burlesque and 
rotating game shows, bands 
upstairs monthly 


STANDARD DJ Danny Howells 
(UK); tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Treehouse, 
Underground (WEN), Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NRMLS WLCM: Electro, techno, 
no wave with DU Nik 7 of Shout 
Out Out Out Out 8pm (door) 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Duff 
Robison 


AVENUE SKATEPARK Back to 
school party: Calico Drive, Kid Gib, 
Greater Than Giants, No More 
Parachute, and Blank Method; all 
ages with licensed area; 7pm: $5 


AMIS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Hector Fector 
with Brian Toogood and Brittany 
Ayotte (folk/alt/indie) 


BLUE CHAIR Bill Werthmann and 
friends 


EARLY STAGE SALOON 
Slowbum (blues/rock); Bpm-12am 


FOUR ROOMS Bill Prouten 
Quartet; Spm, $5 


Qut Out DJ set, Roland Pemperton 
Ill, and The Hues; 8pm (door); $10 
{advi/$12 (door) at Megatunes, 
Blackbyrd, Listen 


TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE 
Howard Young (pop) 


URBAN LOUNGE Roscoe and the 
French Ticklers 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Amazing Lee Possibilities, 
Monstro Pequeno 

WILD WEST SALOON Trick 
Ryder 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Nicholas 
Medtner, 8pm; $20 (adult)/$15 
(senior)/$10 (student) at TX on the 
square, door 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
AUDITORIUM Gulfam Sabri (Sufi 
singer); 7:30pm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Connected Fridays: local house 
music with DJs and occasional 
intemational special quest DJ 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat 
up the patio 

BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toontlash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 
10pm 

DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, 
and electronic Indie with Joel 
Reboh. 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday, 
Bpm (door) 

FEVER Global Fridays: R&B, hip 
hop, reggae, reggaeton and mash- 
up 

FLUID LOUNGE Steve Aoki 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DU 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 


PREVUE / WED, SE 12 (10 PM) / THE WALD / OE SHORTS 
The Wild is from the East Coast, and on its MySpace page the trie describes itself as seending fcr “a ship fall of drunken 
sailors.” | bope the guys are prepared for anything that might happen oa the read, ‘cause people can be real mean to a drunken 
alex Seriously, check out the byrics to “What Shail We Do With » Druniaen Sailer?” 


FRESH START Prairie Cats; 6- 
Spm, no cover 

HULBERT'S Randall MacDonald 
(broadway/theatrical); 8pm; $7 
(door) 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band, 9-2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Keristan 
Vaughan (jazz); $10 

JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind (classic rock) 9:30pm 
JULIAN’S PIANO 
BAR-CHATEAU | ovis Dennis 
Beguray (piano jazz) 


ON THE ROCKS Morning Wood, 
DJ Shawnibis 


‘STARLITE ROOM DVAS Dieztche 
Vand the Abominable Snowman 
(CD release party), Shout Out Out 


DJ Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 

‘wave, Brit pop, and “60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


KHZ A-Rock and Hatchmatik with 
Merk Meny and DJ Echo featuring 
Bailefunk, Electro, Booty, 
Ghettotech, Bmore, Juke and all 
other serious party jams; Spm 
{door}; $10 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday: Breakbeat, house, progres- 
sive and electro with Groovy Cuvy, 
DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! 
Bitch! Bitch! Fridays: electro, 
indie, altemative, techno with DJs 
Dervish, Plan B, guests; no minors; 
‘9pm (door); $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek 
Our: 
fockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 


MUSIC 


thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 
OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; 
no cover 

RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie 
Fock and Brit pop with DU 
Readymade Flyboy 

THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week; $4 
(membery/S8 (non-member) 
ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Ni 
Salsa-Merengue-Bachata-H 
Reggeaton-Urban-Old School wit with 
DJ Spice 

RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ 
Spinning 

‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD 

AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 
STOLLFS Top 40, R&B, house 
with People's DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
guests; 1-7am 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 
WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 


Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ 
Toma; no cover 


edge Foundation 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Duff 
Robison 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Wafer Thin Mints; 46pm; 
No cover acoustic every Saturday 
aftemoon 

BLACKSPOT CAFE Roy Gary Biv 
presents Chanda Cooper, Cynthia 


Hamar, and Spencer Ford 


Saturday showease ‘open stage: 
hosted by Carmen Cook, Simon 
Bennett and the Castle Rockers; 3- 
Spm. 

EARLY STAGE SALOON 
Slowbum (blues/rock); Bpm-12am 
EDDIE SHORTS Axiomatik 
FOUR ROOMS Bill Prouten 
Quartet Spm, $5 

fap groups; Spm 

HULBERT'S Tuxedo Junkies 
(jazz/standards); 8pm; $7 (door) 
‘THE IWORY CLUB Live dueling 
pianos, no cover, 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock band 
9pm-2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE Wes Yaciuk 


(jazz); $10 

JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind (classic rock) 9:30pm 
BAR-CHATEAU LOUIS Petro 
Polujon (classical guitar) 
O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
Scott Peters; 3pm no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Mouming Wood 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Open stage: Hosted by Jenny 
Joy every Saturday;Spm 
RENDEZVOUS PUB Dirty and the 
Derelicts, The B-Movies, SUFIX; 
9pm: $7 

TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE 
Howard Young (pop) 


URBAN LOUNGE Roscoe and the 
French Ticklers 


VARSCONA THEATRE The 
Wheat Pool with Mostly Water 
Thaetre; no minors licensed event 
8:30pm (door); $10 (adv\/$12 
(door); advance tickets available at 
Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Listen 
Records 


VELVET UNDERGROUND A 
Fistful of Nice, guests 


WILD WEST SALOON Trick 


Ryder 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 0. 
Foxi Roxi, DJ Fuego, and DJ Jose 
Jose; free dance classes 8:30- 
10pm 

BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
‘two levels alt rock/electro/trash; 
Main Floor, The Menace Sessions 
with Miss Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men 
only, free poo! and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven 

Saturdays: Funky house and break 

beatz with DJs T-Bass, Femme 

Funk and local/intemational 

quests by NewSound 

Extertanmnent no minors; Spm- 
m 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and 70s progressive rock, disco, 
and electronic Indie with Joel 
Reboh 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B and 
DJ Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GINGUA Soul Out Saturdays 


HALO Halo Saturdays: house with 
Junior Brown, Luke Morrison, and 
Nestor Delano 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizle 
Saturday: DJ Groovy Cuvy and 
guests 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 

Saturdays: real alternative, cla- 
sics, punk with DJ Nazz Nomad; 
no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturdsy 
Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and 
indy, electro, rock with DJs Nik 

pete and Blue Jay (Mod Club). 


ON THE ROCKS DJ Shawnibis 
and DJ Donjuan 


AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays: 
breaks electro house spun by Pl 
residents 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip hop, 
rock, indie rock, with S Master F 
Loopin’ the 3rd 

‘THE ROOST Saturdays-Always 
like New Years Eve: with DJ Dar 
{Retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy 
{New Music) upstairs; $4 (mem- 
berl/$6 (non-member) 


inc Inline 
and Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and 
disco; 1-5pm and 7pm-12 midnigh' 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, 
R&B, house with People's DJ 


Anthem: hard NRG/trance/funky 
with Jeff Hillis, OTDR, Big Daddy, 
STX, Twaek: Tam-Sam 
'WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
a, 
\ 


Post bythe Mary Thomas 


EDDIE SHORTS Sunday open 
stage with Rob Taylor, 4-8pm 
See Oe 
730pmm; $A4-$55 
HULBERT’S Sunday Night Mic 
with Rhea March, 7-10pm 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam, 4-8pm_ 
MEWCASTLE PUB Live jam host- 
‘ed by Wily and Dave every Sun; 
2:30pm 


O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie Jam: 
‘Open stage for all; 9:30pm; no 
cover 


ON THE ROCKS Sloo Foot with 
DJ Dudeman 


OSCARS PUB Open stage 
Sundays hosted by Chris Wynters 
of Captain Tractor (8-11pm) 
RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH Jazz 
and Reflections: Rollanda Lee and 
the Canadian Hot Shots; 3:30-5pm; 
collection at the door 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL The 
Red Ants (jazzy R&B) every 
Sunday; 7-11pm) 

featuring the Dige/Mike McDonald 
altemate weeks; 9-12 

ROYAL COACH DINING 
ROOM-CHATEAU LOUIS Petro 
Polujon (classical guitar) 


‘Scorpions; 6:30 pm (door); all 
M all ages 
Sia eTt ieonaed Shes pardons 
$49.50-$55 at TicketMaster 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic 


1) The Way | Are test. Keri Huson, 0.0.€. 


Timbaland 


2) Beautiful Girls 
Sean Kingston 


3) Stronger 
Kanye West 


4) The Simpsons Theme 


Green Day 


5) Crazy B*tch 
Buckcherry 


8) Umbrella 
Rihanna 


7) Paralyzer 
ht, Gioean 


8) Buy You A Drank (shawty snappin) 


T-Pain 


9) Party Like A Rock Star 
Shop Boyz 


10) Super Mario Bros (maintneme) 
Super 


Mario Bros. 


EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 


TEXT “DIBS" TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 
VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 


THIS WEEK 
FEATURE 
ARTIST: 


O'BYRNE'S DJ Finnegan: 
(oor $20 hese rn 
available by phone at 414 6766 


\WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ 
Gallatea and XS, guests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


FESTIVAL PLACE Petula Clark: 
7:30pm; $44-$55 

IVORY CLUB Open Mic Mondays: 
music and comedy; 8pm 

LB.'S PUB House band; 9:30pm- 
Tam; no cover 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old 
Time Fiddle Jam hosted by the 
Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Society; 7pm 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with 


Big Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no cover 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry Night; 
no minors; Spm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense with 
Confederacy of Dunces Dad Rock. 
TJ Hookah and Rear Admiral 
Saunders 


BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest 
with Mia Fellow, DJ 


ous, 


WIN 


email: beyonce@vueweekly.com 


Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S:.WA.G. 
FLIND LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


Munch on Metal “BOs 
metal wth BJ Sannin 
‘minors; no cover 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical 
talent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Open stage, 
music and fiterature hosted by Ray 
Gary Biv and Liam from Illfit Outfit 


CASTLE ROCK PUB Moosehead 
Freeway Jam: Hosted by Mark 
Ammar, Noel Mackenzie, and Dale 
Collins; 8:30pm-1am 

DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters and 
guests 

SET NIGHTCLUB Saliva: no 
minors; 7pm; $26.45 at 
TicketMaster 

LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted 
by Gary Thomas 

O'BYRNE’ Celtic Jam: with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm. 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Wendy 
MeNeill, quests; no minors; 8pm; 
$12 at TicketMaster 


DIS 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, 
DJ Arrowchaser 


ESMERALDA'S Top 49, country, 
R&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave} 
Latin and Salsa music, dance les- 
sons &-10pm 


GINGUR SKY Bashment 
Tuesdays: Reggae music; no cover 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
The In Kraut: Mod R&B, Northen 
Soul, ‘60s Garage, Mod Revival 
with Dr. Erick and guests 


Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and ee Tpm-12 midnight 


preteen Every 
Tuesday with DJ Generic (hipster 
Bein ate pei Ben (don 


WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit 
Amkwih Pritp and Borer 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays: roots music 
with DJ Buster Friendly: no cover; 
live music once a month 
BLACKSPOT CAFE Dialogue 
Wednesday: Live Skinny-white-boy 
Hip-Hop 

BLUE CHAIR Jimmy Whiffen 
EDDIE SHORTS Mary Thomas 
Band featuring Brian Patch on qui- 
tar, triple bill from New 
Brunswick: Mike Bochoff, Seth 
Anderson, and The Wild 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
open stage; 7:30pm (door); $2 
HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘ni’ 
Roll Kenny 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
guests; 9:20pm; no cover 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northem 
Bluegrass Circle Music Society 
every Wednesday evening 
RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 
Wednesday Night Live: Open 
stage for comedians, musicians 
and bands; hosted by Barbara 
May, 7pm (set-up), 8-10pm (show) 


STARLITE ROOM Shiny Toy 
Guns, Stand By Me; all ages 
event, $15 at TicketMaster 


“THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 19 Serer 


o REXALL PLACE 


Siete ode pgiacres et 


<a Sameuve ANO LOREAL Pas UVOREAL RE, 


UA OPERATOR + BEYONCE VIP PARTY & TRAVEL PacKaGes 1-888-548- 3849 790-399-5277 - oTx.ca (?! 


URBAN LOUNGE Edwin Krome; 
8pm (doar); $10 (adv\/$15 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Brent Lee 


Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays: roots music 
with DJ Buster Friendly; no cover; 
live music once a month; Wooftop: 
RetroActive Radio with LL Cool 
Joe, alternative “80s and ‘90s, 
Post punk, new wave, garage, Brit, 
mod, rock and roll 


BLACKSPOT CAFE Dialogue 
Wednesday 

BUDDY'S Hump day with DU 
Sexxxy Sean 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 


Mines LOUNGE Wednesday Rock 
1S 


THE FOX Wind-up Wednesdays 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Rock Out With Your Box Out 


Wednesday Night: no minors; no 
cover 


NIKI DIAMOND'S Punk and 
“80s metal every Wednesday 
RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, 
soul, disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip 
hop with Cool Curt, Yun, Junior 
Brown, Remo 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 


STOLU'S Wild Cherry; 
House/garage with Thpswitch, 
Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve 
Velocity. 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic: 


Every Wednesday with the JBOTS; 


indie mod rock dance party, 8pm 
(door) 

'WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Y Not 
Wednesday- with Mix Matt’r 


=a 
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ALL OF THE GREAT LIVE MUSIC YOU'VE 
COME T0 EXPECT FROM THE URBAN 
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_ Wheat Pool finds itself at home on ership 


together I was begging Chris 
2 Wynters from Captain Trac- 

‘to let my band—which didn’t 
exist—play at their CD release party,” 
recalls vocalist/guitarist Robb Angus 
about The Wheat Pool’s beginnings 
nearly three years ago. 

Once Wynters and the rest of Cap- 
tain Tractor agreed, the pressure was 
on Robb to seal the deal by pulling 
together an actual group of musicians 
to play the gig. The first one was 
easy—Robb and his brother Mike, 
who shares the band’s vocals and 
songwriting with Robb and also han- 
dies the bass, had been thinking 
about making a formal commitment 
to playing together and this was the 
perfect opportunity. 

And Robb explains that the two of 
them always had Stephane Dagenais 
in mind for the drum stool, so that was 
easy, too, but a second guitar player 
presented more of a challenge. Having 
seen Glen Erickson performing at 
O'Byme'’s, Robb reached out and asked 
the guitarist to play The Wheat Pool’s 
first show and then take it from there. 

“| was running a record label and I 
was pretty much playing for everyone 
who was on the label too, so the first 
thing in my mind was I'm too busy for 
this kind of a thing,” Erickson elabo- 
tates, explaining that his interest was 
piqued when the Angus brothers gave 
him a demo tape of some songs that 


they had written, “So I went to a prac- 
tice and from the very first practice 1 
knew that I was hooked.” 

Long past that initial gathering 
now, The Wheat Pool has finished its 
first album, Township, a record full of 
wide-open songs that are sometimes 
sad, sometimes hopeful, sometimes 
lonely and sometimes companion- 
able—occasionally in the same tune. 
In short, the disc is the sort of thing 


SAT, SEP B (6:30 PM) 


THE WHEAT POOL 

WITH MOSTLY WATER THEATRE 

VARSCONA THEATRE, $10 ADVANCE (MEGATUNES, 
BLACNBYAD, LISTEN, S12 0008 


PREVUE 


that you want to have along when 
you're out driving. Not on the city 
streets, mind you—Township is for 
those long, gently curving roads that 
cover the distances between Canadi- 
an settlements. 

“Mike and I have talked about this 
a lot, and that’s what this record is 
and should be: songs that are great 
for driving,” Robb agrees. “We live in 
a country where if you want to go see 
pretty much anyone you care about, 
you have to go two or three or 13 
hours sometimes. 

“So many of the songs are about 
heading somewhere to see someone 
you care about, or leaving a place to 
never see someone again, or some- 
one’s leaving you to get away from 


STUDENTS NIGHT 
THURSDAYS 


BiG ROCK PINTS $3.75 {TRAD & GRASSHOPPERS 


you,” he continues. “There’s a lot of 
heartache in these songs, and there's 
a lot of regionalism, too.” 


THAT SENSE OF regionalism rears itself 
in the geographic references that 
punctuate the album in songs like 
“Penial, SK” and “Whyte Avenue,” and 
in lyrics that namecheck specific 
places like High River and, more gen- 


erally, the dusty country roads that 
anyone who has travelled beyond the 
city limits is familiar with, 

That all comes together to provide 
the record with a cohesiveness that 
demands that Township be digested 
from beginning to end, so as to hear 
the record’s whole story 

“We loved records that you wanted 
to hear first track to last track, and 


when the last track is done you giin't 
stop it from starting over again ... | 
think that’s a record that makes a 
great highway record,” Erickson says 
“In our heart that was our intention 
and lots of people have good inte 
tions and don’t always pull it off, so 
it’s very satisfying for us to feel like 
we've accomplished something 
we wanted to do.” v 
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Wendy McNeill, wonder women 
and other difficult inspirations 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
y | [= to write about underdogs stepping 
out from under a shadow and trying to do 
something good,” reflects former Edmon- 
tonian-cum-current Swedish newlywed Wendy 
McNeill. Her voice is as theatrically acrobatic 
conversationally as it is in the service of her 
songs, honed over the course of five albums and 
‘innumerable experiments and collaborations, 
sliding from a high, girlish register into a con- 
Spiratorial growl at the drop of a feathered head- 
dress. “My last two albums had this theme of 
people overcoming things—the one prior to this 
was darker; this one has a little more sparkle.” 
The latter lustrous album is The Wonder 
Show, populated by a bevy of difficult beauties 
in vexing situations, wrestling with their 
appetites and groping for the light. McNeill’s dit- 
ties—on Wonder, equal parts lurching sea shan- 
ty, cabaret burlesque, ‘60s Montreal coffeehouse 
and starlit waltz, like the aural lovechild of Scott 
Walker and Rickie Lee Jones—generally have 
elliptical narratives, but are unquestionably lit- 
rary and often grounded in fact, however dis- 
tant from MeNeill’s own time and place. 
a think everyone's looking for heroes,” she 
icedes. “I know | always have, but I haven't 
ur dt the regular trip to be that interesting. I'm 
ng for something to inspire me. I guess I've 
found mine by digging into historical figures. It’s 
a really gentle way to be kicked in the butt— 
these are people who've lived it and died it. 
existed and now they're gone. All that tor- 
ment, y y'know, and’—she emits a wry, bleating 
laugh—“dust in the wind! | try to learn from that 
and take from that gentle power.” 


BUOYED ALONG BY THE wildly romantic wheeze 
of McNeill’s accordion, spare and percussive 
Guitar, delicately frayed piano and jewel box full 
of glittering instrumental flourishes, whatever 


At | TUES SEPT (8) 
= | WENDY MCNEILL WITH 
a 


| TOA 


“gentle power” she’s plugged into becomes a 
bracing torrent. The women she channels heck- 
le and coo, plead and rage, love and covet, 
sometimes in the course of one song. Through- 
out their losses, they remain defiantly in posses- 
sion of their own hearts and minds. 

“1 called it The Wonder Show because | want- 
ed to stress the point: don’t forget about won- 
der, the little spark that pierces through the 
bleakness,” she explains. “I wanted it to feel full, 
full of life, so people would put it on and feel 
this surge of—oh'!—I guess hope. That oomph to 
get beyond the shadow.” 

Wonder was released last year in Europe, but 
Canadian label Six Shooter scooped it up for a 
(deservedly) wider re-release this fall. The 
album’s guests may help boost airplay: “I'm 
lucky to have very contemporary people, all hot 
indie kids, put their stamp on things,” McNeill 
notes. In the wake of the bigness and brightness 
of Wonder, she seems far from whatever shad- 
ow plagued her airspace. 

“| don’t have to fight to stay alive, for now,” 
she acknowledges. “For the most part— wish | 
wasn't—but I'm not often satisfied with what | 


~make, which is why I'm changing my process.” 


McNeill is trying to be more still, sit with her 
material longer. “But there’re characters 
demanding more songs. | really do feel like 
there are—ok, this'll sound hokey, but—voices' 
of people's experience, women who've been 
around before, waiting to finish what they have 
to say. The big cosmic blender. When there's 
someone.in a dark room trying to draw inspira- 
tion, they kind of come in and take shape.” v 
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Kanye West Graduates 


{t's far too simple to boil down the Sep- 
tember 11th sales competition between 
Kanye West and 50 Cent as a battle of 
good versus evil. Considering they're 
both multimillionaires with occasionally 
shaky morals, the only difference that 
really matters is musicianship. 


5 | BACKLASH BLUES 
roland @vueweek!y.con 


I h@pe West can win this 
race, not only on technical 
merit, but also on the 
tenet that he brings back 
an endearing human 
quality to commercial rap. 


50 Cent's Curtis runs on the same 
subject matter—money, extended sexu- 
al metaphors, guns, drugs—that he’s 
been leaning on for almost a decade. In 
comparison, West's third effort, Gradua- 
tion, attually achieves its title: West is 
growing as an artist and delving into his 
ego problem with a sense of introspec- 
tion that no other commercial rappers 
would dare lay on wax. 

“People talk so much shit about me in 
barbershops / They forget to get their 
hair cut,” explains West on the Premier- 
assisted standout “Everything | Am.” 
West is clearly upset with his portrayal 
in the media—in one song, he claims to 
hate paparazzi “more than a Nazi”—as 
well as the negative aspects of success. 
As a result, this album lingers on the 
topic of returning to his roots. “! guess | 
shoulda forgot where | came from” clos- 
es a vggse on single “Can't Tell Me 
Nothia and he revisits the lyrics to 
one of his older songs, personifying 
Chicago as a woman on “Homecoming.” 

While his early work showed disdain 
for “career students” and sociopolitical 
corruptness, this record is significantly 
more honest and personal than anything 
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he’s released previously. The final track, 
“Big Brother,” is a song that examines 
his turbulent career relationship with 
Jay-Z ("| told Jay | did a song with Cold- 
play / Next thing | know he got a song 
with Coldplay") and opening cut “Good 
Morning” continues that relationship by 
sampling Jay-Z quoting Slick Rick ("Hus- 
tlers, that’s if you're still living”). 

Sonically, Graduation seems to be 
influenced by West's DJ, A-Trak, with 
more electronic sounds and experimen- 
tal samples (West has been referring to 
this sound as “stadium rap"): “Drunk and 
Hot Girls” is a ballad in 3/4 time with 
Mos Def that samples Can, while smash 
single “Stronger” prominently samples 
Daft Punk. This isn’t a new development 
in hip hop—Busta Rhymes recently had 
a Top 20 single with the Daft Punk sam- 
pling “Touch It” Turf Talk had a West 
Coast hit with the Kraftwerk referencing 
“Do The Robot” and one of the seminal 
classic hip-hop tracks, Afrika Bam- 
baataa’s “Planet Rock,” is built from a 
loop of Kraftwerk’s “Trans-Europe 
Express.” Incidentally, you can expect to 
see this kind of genre-blending go down 
at Subterreanean Sound's new weekly 
dance party “Oh Snap!”, happening at 
the Starlite Room every Saturday start- 
ing Sep 8. 

Another separation between 50 and 
West involves socioeconomics. West 
grew up middle class in Chicago, where- 
as 50 Cent spent his early life raised by 
his grandma in the Southside Queens 
ghetto, selling crack from an early age 
and eventually getting perforated in the 
process. 

On West's Steely Dan-sampling 
“Champion” he talks about his upbring- 
ing, saying, “We were like Will Smith 
and his son / In the movie, I’m not talk- 
ing ‘bout the rich ones.” If you were to 
assess 50's life based on Curtis, you'd 
think he was Scarface, with the only 
allusion to his parents being dead at the 
beginning of the movie. | hope West can 
win this race, not only on technical 
merit, but also on the tenet that he 
brings back an endearing human quality 
to commercial rap. w 
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American soldiers come northto 
Refuse and Resist with a little music 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
atrick Hart's days in Canada 
P= numbered. The AWOL 
American soldier applied for 
refugee status here. His application 
was denied. He filed an appeal. His 
appeal was denied. 

It’s his story, and the similar sto- 
ries of the other 30 or so soldiers 
seeking asylum in Canada, that the 
Refuse and Resist Tour wants to 
spread. Two punk bands out of 
Toronto—Nikki's Trick and Skull 
Device (Hart is its lead guitarist)— 
began their cross-country tour on 
Sep | with the hopes of drumming 
up support for soldiers who find the 
war in Iraq to be a sham and have 
escaped to Canada. Unfortunately, 
according to the Canadian govern- 
ment, going AWOL is different than 
the draft dodging of the Vietnam 
era. Soldiers going to Iraq weren't 
conscripted, after all. 

"It is different,” Hart admits. 
“Yeah, I did sign up, but if you look 
at a lot of the cases of where peo- 
ple sign up, it’s not that they’re 
feeling patriotic, it’s not because 
they feel it is their duty to serve 
their country, it’s because they 
want to get out of poverty, it’s 
because they want to get health 
care. They want to have a better 
life, they want to get a better edu- 
cation, and it’s just unfortunate 
that the only ticket out of that is to 
go through the army. Because it is 
a great stepping stone, it is a great 
tool for someone that’s just out of 
high school and that needs that 
kind of guidance from other people 
and that discipline.” 

While he joined because both his 
father and grandfather were in the 
military, one of the major reasons 
Hart continued his career was 
because his son, Rian, has severe 
epilepsy that requires costly medica- 
tions—he just wanted to do right by 


his family. 
HART IS EXPLORING one more legal 


avenue in his bid to stay in Canada— 
the Pre-Removal Risk Assessment 
(PRRA)—but the likelihood of suc- 
cess with this application is slim to 
none. Any day, he could be forced to 
leave, forced to face the music of his 
decision. 

In 2005, the nine-year military 
man decided that he wouldn't be 
going to Iraq—the pictures and sto- 
ries he'd heard while stationed in 
Afghanistan were just too grisly and 
unjust—and decided to cross the 
border from his boyhood home in 
Buffalo at Niagara Falls, only calling 
his wife Jill in Kentucky afterwards. 
Their home in Fort Campbell was 
decorated in red, white and blue, 
after all, and in other interviews, she 
admits that she would have likely 
turned him in if she had known 
before hand. 

That was before her employer on 
the base, Captain Pierce, told her 
that the army would cut off the 
Hart's health care and that he hoped 
their epileptic son Rian didn’t have a 
seizure and that he could arrange 
with the army hospital to contact 
Patrick with the news that Jill had 
been sexually assaulted, presum- 
ably with the hopes that either of 
these “incentives” would lure the 
wayward soldier back. 

Today, the family lives in Toronto, 
and Hart says that if he had his 
choice, he would stay in Canada— 
even if he could return to the States 
a free man. 


IT WAS WHEN Nikki's Trick played a 
few gigs with Skull Device and the 
former's guitarist Adrian Catenacci 
heard Hart’s tale that the idea for 
the tour was hatched. 

“Basically when I learned about 
Pat's story, that hit me pretty hard 


fetes | THU) SEP 13 (0 PM) 
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and it just seemed like the right 
thing to do,” Catenacci says. 
“Because the only reason | know Pat 
and I know his story is because we 
played a couple of shows with them. 
That's how I know his story. And I 
wouldn't have known about the War 
Resisters at all if it wasn’t for music, 
so what better way to spread it fur- 
ther than through music and putting 
on shows across the country? 

“What strikes me is that these are 
people that want to live in peace 
and they're possibly facing punish- 
ment for that,” he adds. “That's the 
bottom line. They want to live in 
peace. It’s just unbelievable. It’s 
unbelievable to me.” 

“| have no problem fighting, lay- 
ing down my life for something that 
is honourable. I don’t believe that 
the cause in Iraq is an honourable 
one,” Hart explains. “I think that we 
went in —we were all lied to, and 
almost 4000 American troops have 
died because of that. And ya know, 
these are some of the finest people 
that I’ve ever met, were people 
who have put on the uniform. They 
are truly heroes. 

“But even more so are the ones 
that give the middle finger to 
George Bush and say, ‘You know 
what, we’re not going to Iraq, 
screw you, Mr Bush,’ and breaking 
away from that and coming to 
Canada." v 


An online petition can be accessed at 
petitiononline.com/resister/petition. ht 
ml For more information please visit 
resisters.Cd. 


REVUE / SAT, SEP 1 / ILLFIT OUTFIT / VELVET UNDERGROUND It’s hard to get those crazy kids in Ilifit Outfit to sit still, even for a 
second. In the five-odd times I've seen them perform, | don’t think I've ever seen them play a song the same way twice. All of the 
tracks from their debut EP have been revamped, and are now quite comfortable with the spastic, dancing beat put down by drummer 
Jenni Roberts's sparkly kit. With the number of unsold copies of said album dwindling, and a handful of awesome new songs crop- 
ping up in the band's set list, here’s hoping the Outfit might find itself in a studio soon to record a proper full-length. That is, if they 
can settle on a final version of their songs long enough to lay them down. —JOEL KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 
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NEW BUFFALO 
SOMEWHERE, ANYWHERE 
ARTS & CRAFTS 
MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
Sally Seltmann’s voice, fin- 
uy) gers and singular mind 
Jabour together under the 
THS ROCKS oniker New Buffalo, and 
for Somewhere, Anywhere the Aus- 
tralian multi-instrumentalist repeat- 
ed the process that birthed her first 
record, The Last Beautiful Day— 
seclusion in a postcard-scenic town, 
just a girl, an elderly family piano 
and a host of analogue and electric 
instruments and recording geegaws. 
Once again, we’re treated to Selt- 
mann’s guileless fantasy music box: 
a touch blurred and boozy, darling 
but smart, boldly limned but daintily 
imperfect, snug and private—Carole 
King barefoot at the piano, looking 
inward, 21st Century style, but with 
the formidable pop heart of Serge 
Gainsbourg beating inside. 

The warmth and sincerity of the 
ivory keys carries Somewhere, depos- 
ing the pretty calliope and beatbox 
vibe from Beautiful Day in favour of a 
stately atmosphere, brazenly full of 
sound rather than willfully ram- 
shackle. Seltmann has gained confi- 
dence in her acrobatic song structures 
and layering, and in her sure footing 
she playfully dazzles without losing 
the emotional core of her songs. As on 
her debut, some of that poignancy is 
also conveyed through twisty, expres- 
sionistic wordplay, but it’s carried even 
further by Seltmann’s dreamy use of 
repeated phrases: a plaintive “you've 


* gone my friend,” a fey “I’m loving this 


feeling” and the gutting plea “bring me 
my sweetheart, I want to see him” ina 
towering, battered, gospel-tinged 
hymnal. Magnificent. 


ist: 


records&cds 


DOYLE BRAMHALL 
IS TT NEWS 
YEP ROC 


MICHAEL RAULT / mrault@vueweekly.com 
Is It News showcases a 
vy) Texas blues-rock veteran 
branching out and creating 
TUS ROS oon edgy take on traditional 
blues conventions. At times it 
attains a Beck-like quality, a sound 
that was already applied successful- 
ly to the blues in Rick Holmstrom’s 


Hydraulic Groove of 2002, but 
nonetheless it’s still great to hear 


‘further experiments in this territory. 


The title track comes on with a low- 
down blues groove, and the album 
moves through a breakneck soul 
jazz groove in “Chateau Strut,” then 
on to a new age lo-fi sound in “Tor- 
tured Soul.” The album explores 
various blues-related genres, and 
conjures up many different sound- 
scapes, and in that way it never 
becomes boring. 

The best song might just be the 
closer: “Little Star (The Moon is 
Shining),” which combines Otis 
Rush-y lead guitar playing with a 
melody, lyric and processed vocal 
tone which could have been taken 
from a long-lost Gene Vincent cut. 
All this is relentlessly driven along 
by Jerome Green-style maracas over 
top of a 3/4 shuffle groove. The 
best part of this cut is that the cho- 
rus gets stuck in your head and 
then it just won't get out. This 
album has at least four or five 
songs I would want to hear get 
some regular radio rotation, and at 
least one track that completely blew 


me away, all the while trying inter- , 


esting ideas while not getting too 
far away from the blues-roots world 
of music. 


YOUNG MARBLE GIANTS 
COLOSSAL YOUTH 
DOMINO 


ALEX KONYE / alex@vueweekly.com 
This is another in a line o; 
Domino re-releases so good 
you have to sit down 
Teus because of the knee-buck 
ling wave of supercool. Colossal Youth 
was an album of unimaginable beauty 
and simplicity in its time; basically, it 
could be the greatest 8-bit video game 
soundtrack that never was. And, o{ 
course, this is all the more true when 
you compare it to the raft of over-pro- 
duced singles-and-filler that com- 
monly pass for albums these days. 
The songs vacillate between intense, 
muted strumming of clean guita: 
accompaniment to sublime and mun- 
dane diary entries and instrumental 
melodies that sound like you're work- 
ing through the last level before you 
face Super Mario's Bowser. The beauty 
of this package is the additional materi- 


‘al—a John Peel session and some col- 


lected EPs, both bonus discs as intense 
as the original album. This is a must 
have for hipsters looking to reconnect 
and for fans of the Aislers Set. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
HOT ROD 
LEGACY 
LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweokly.com 
Film soundtracks have a var- 
¢) about as good as the movies 


THISISOK to which they're linked, but 


- the odd one is better or worse than ils 


parent. One such soundtrack is that o! 
Hot Rod: unlike the film, for the mos 
part, it’s pretty good. 

If most of the songs on Hot Rox 
sound like they're direct out of 1983 
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it’s because they actually are. John 
Farnham, Trevor Rabin and Swedish 
hair-metal phenomena Europe are the 
order of the day here. There are a few 
anachronisms and fossils—Peter 
is, DJ Rumpleskillzkid, a Misfits 
20 but mostly it’s all ‘80s, all the 
time. If that’s your thing, Hot Rod isn't 
a bad record. Otherwise, well, it might 
good for a laugh. 


THE WORLD OF 
HONGO BEAT 


EX KONYE / alex@vueweekly.com 
Here is Canada’s answer to 
¢ subdued British folk-rocker 
James Yorkston. Everything 
TWSISOK jn Kevin House’s world 
‘seems beautiful, which translates 
into a stripped-down session of gui- 
ar plucking, brushes on snare and 
the occasional swell of a lap-steel. 
The album never deviates from a 
vibe like House has just rolled out of 
bed. Although all the tracks are 
qually good, Kevin manages to 
incorporate a trumpet solo into “All 
e Planets All the Stars” that adds 
some magic not unlike a Chuck 
Mangione dirge in an episode of 
King of the Hill. 
Like a Nick Drake record, this is a 
45 minute equanimous ode toa 
caterpillar moseying along a branch 
and a cloud morphing from a hurdy- 
gurdy into a quasar; and it’s nice to 
see that people are still into the 
conceptual ode. 


Now playing: Attack of the 
Fifty Foot Psychobilly Bands! 


em | ENTER SANDOR 


= | STEVEN SANDOR 
= | steven@veweeklycon 


It's funny how we associate musical 
subgenres with geography. We all 
know that death metal has its biggest 
following in Scandinavia. Gangsta rap 
is always linked with the toughest 
neighbourhoods of Los Angeles. 


And, soon, psychobilly may be 
linked with Western Canada. That's 
because no part of the world has 
embraced this very specific sub- 
genre—which sees bands with 
greased hair, bowling shirts and 
stand-up bass players take ‘50s B- 
movie horror imagery and use it in 
their music—as has Western Canada. 

Flying Saucer Records, arguably the 
world’s preeminent psychobilly label, is 
based in Vancouver, and bands from 
the United States are finding that audi- 
ences in this part of Canada are far 
more receptive to the mix of horror and 
rockabilly than music fans in their own 
nation. 

There's no reason to believe that 
the upcoming Flying Saucer Records 
showcase, which goes down Sep 15 
at The Velvet Underground, won't con- 


THE FUCKING CHAMPS 


BIRDS OF AVALON « TWIN FANGS 


tinue the trend of rabid Western sup- 
port for psychobilly. 

“From a label standpoint, psychobil- 
ly has rapidly caught on in Western 
Canada,” says Michael Dennis, the 
owner of Flying Saucer. “Just this year 
alone, a lot bands from out east— 
Gutter Demons, The Brains, 
Creepshow, Matadors, Alley Dukes— 
and international bands such as The 
Koffin Kats (Detroit), Zombie Ghost 
Train (Australia), and The Peacocks 
(Switzerland)—have toured out here 
with great success especially in 
Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver and 
Victoria. Kids and young adults have 
been starting up psychobilly bands in 
such small towns as Vernon, BC, 
Jasper, Alberta and Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan.” 

Bill Muhlstein, singer from Seat- 
tle-based Season of Nightmares, 
who will be playing the Edmonton 
showcase next week, says his band 
has been surprised at just how much 
more enthusiastic Canadian crowds 
have been than in the group's home 
state. The band’s new album, Mon- 
ster Mash Into the Fifth Dimension, 
is one of Flying Saucer’s most popu- 
lar platters. 

But, why psychobilly? Now that 
punk’s gone mainstream, kids need to 
work harder to find rebellion music. 

“| guess it all comes down to piss- 
ing off your parents and any way you 
can do that is the right way,” says 
Muhlstein. 

Rockabilly is a form that always 
had a sense of rebelliousness to it. At 
one time, greased hair freaked old 
ladies out like mohawks did when 
punk was actually angry music. 

“Rockabilly was the punk music of 
its day,” says Muhlstein. 

And in Western Canada, that tradi- 
tion is still being honoured. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 


chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 
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Here's a question for you: if Shiny Toy Guns brought its indie-rock/electronica sound 
@eng to a street fight against the lean and mean rock ‘n’ roll trio The Fucking Champs, 
who would win? The answer: hands down it would be The Fucking Champs. Why, you 
ask? Well, because it's THE FUCKING CHAMPS, and you just can’t beat The Champs 
with some little plastic toys. Unless, of course, Shiny Toy Guns came out like Rocky 
Balboa did in the first Rocky film and got all underdog on the opposition and beat The 
Champs down with a little electronic superiority, leaving the trio bloodied and beaten 
in some back alley underneath a bunch of dented trash cans. It's too bad we're not 
going to find out who would win that battle—both bands are playing the Starlite, but 
not on the same night. At least you can check ‘em both out and imagine the fight like 
it's some old-school video game dust up. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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ARIES (MAR 21 -APR 19) 


A few years ago, the Cambodian govern- 
ment decided that the country’s karaoke 
bars had become hotbeds of vice. To sup- 
press their evil influence, the prime minis- 
ter called out the army's bulldozers and 
demolished them. Keep that in mind as an 
example of how not to proceed in the 
coming week, Aries. While the astrologi- 
cal omens do suggest that you should 
phase out bad and inferior influences from 
your life, they also warn against resorting 
to overkill. As you rightfully purge the 
weird karma lingering in your vicinity, 
dapt create a new batch of weird karma. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 
“The secret to success is to always be in 
love,” said educator and ex-army officer 
John H Stanford. “Staying in love gives 
you the fire to ignite other people, to see 
inside other people, to have a greater 
desire to get things done than other peo- 
ple.” Did Stanford mean that you should 
be forever infatuated with some irre- 
sist baad human being? Or was he referring 
to \l-purpose phenomenon, like 
e with life? | urge you to med- 
reat diligence and exuberance 
t, Taurus, because you are, 
ological opinion, going through 
shen love is everything. It’s the 
nd the answer, the hammer and 
, the dreamy necessity and the 
pragmatic mystery. 
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This country is Tailor Made for Byrne 


EDEN MUNAD / eden@vueweekly.com 


en vocalist Brian Byrne 
joined up with I Mother 
Earth back in 1997 for the 


first of two albums, few could have 
predicted where the next decade 
ended up taking him. Byrne is now 
fronting his own band and, rather 
than reliving the modern rock of I 
Mother Earth, he’s kicking up the 
dust with his second solo album, Tai- 
lor Made, which, while still rocking, 
shows a lot more country as well. But, 
according to Byrne, it’s really not that 
far of a jump between the sounds of | 
Mother Earth and his solo work. 

“Country was something | really 
denied as a kid—depending on who | 
was hanging around with at the time, 
1 was like, ‘No, I’m going to listen to 
this Fugazi record. Country sucks,’” 
Byrne laughs. “But then as you get 
older, who cares? Good music is good 
music. It doesn’t matter if it’s punk or 
country or metal or whatever. If it’s 
good it’s good. Especially after getting 
married and having a kid, I’m way 
less interested in trying to be cool.” 

Of course, there's a long history of 
mixing country and rock, from the 
obvious Southern rock of Lynyrd 
Skynyrd to Johnny Cash’s 1996 album 
with Tom Petty & the Heartbreakers, 
Unchained, and then there's the wide 
range of punks who have mixed 
heavy doses of country music into 
their music over the years. Byrne 
quickly puts Social Distortion’s Mike 
Ness at the top of that list, partly for 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

There's an old Motown song, “You Really 
Got a Hold on Me,” that has these lyrics: 
“| don't like you, but | love you / | don’t 
want you, but | need you.” Is there anyone 
or anything fitting that description in your 
life, Gemini? If so, this is a good time to 
take inventory of your relationship and 
change it if you don’t like what you see. A 
question you might want to ask yourself: 
Is there a noble purpose in enduring the 
painful discrepancy? Or are you addicted, 
feeding a bad habit because of an old 
wound that you wrongly think you can 
heal through this torment? 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

For my friend Leslie, the year 2003 was 
great for her personally, but terrible for 
five of her friends. One was committed to 
a mental institution and given shock ther- 
apy, while the others were lost to jail, 
heroin, political persecution and a reli- 
gious cult. Ever since then, Leslie has 
made it her specialty to monitor her 
friends’ fortunes and offer them extra 
attention if they have veered off course or 
gotten into trouble. While that’s a 
demanding responsibility to sustain all the 
time, | suggest you consider taking it on in 
the coming weeks. According to my read- 
ing of the omens, your allies could really 
benefit from your focused feedback. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

“Success is dangerous,” said Picasso. 
“One begins to copy oneself, and to copy 
oneself is more dangerous than to copy 
others. It leads to sterility.” Sorry to start 
your horoscope with a warning, Leo, 
especially given how much beautiful suc- 
cess you've generated recently. But the 


SEPT 6 - SEPT 12, 200% 


astrological omens suggest you may soon 
be tempted to turn your spontaneous out- 
pourings into pat formulas. And that 
would be a shame. There's still a lot more 
fresh hot mojo brewing within you, and 
it'll reach its highest expression if it 
keeps surprising you. Trust what's fresh, 
uncategorizable, and at the frontiers of 
your understanding. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 -SEP 22) 


When big egos bluster and bounce off 
the walls, you're a master at cleaning up 
the messes. When glory hogs get care- 
less about the details, you're good at 
patching up the resulting holes. And 
when people with stunted emotional 
intelligence try to assert their control- 
freak fantasies without acknowledging 
anyone's feelings, you can be the savior 
who steps in to prevent full-blown chaos 
from breaking out. | admire these skills of 
yours, Virgo, and | hope you invoke them 
if necessary in the coming week. But ! 
also want to make sure you know that 
you've been granted a poetic license to 
have a bigger ego than usual, and to flirt 
with being a benevolent glory hog, and to 
maybe even play around lightheartedly 
with your own control-freak fantasies. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Someone calculated the mass of all the 
data that flows over the Internet in the 
course of a year. The trillions of terabytes 
of information tip the scales at’a mere 
.00004 ounce. | suspect that a similar dis- 
junction will occur in your life during the 
coming days. Maybe you'll create a 
weightless miracle with incredible stay- 
ing power. Or perhaps you will oversee a 
potent and intense and profound change 
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the two solo country albums that he 
put out, but also for the songs he 
wrote for Social Distortion. 

“The stuff that he did with Social D, 
it could have gone either way at any 
second,” Byrne notes. “When we're 
younger, we're way more caught up 
on the labels and the things that you 
might want people to think you are, 
but at the end of the day you can call 
yourself whatever you want—il’s peo- 
ple who listen to it who are going to 
finger it and go, ‘No, it’s this, actually.’ 

“In every press release so far, peo- 


that will be difficult to measure and 
almost invisible to casual observers. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

It's an excellent time to clearly and pre- 
cisely define what heaven on earth would 
look like for you. So study the following 
mission statement, written by my reader 
Darla Fremos, then compose your own. “In 
my perfect world,” says Darla, “I'd spend 
the mornings lying in long grass filled with 
fragrant flowers at the edge of a lake high 
on a hill above a sleepy town. After a 
noon siesta, I'd take a leisurely walk along 
a birch-lined road to my command center, 
where I'd join my team of associates as 
we spent the next eight hours managing 
my global network of activists working to 
end poverty and hunger.” 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

“Trying to be a first-rate reporter on the 
average American newspaper, wrote 
media critic Ben Bagdikian, “is like trying 
to play Bach's St Matthew Passion on a 
ukulele: The instrument is too crude for 
the work, for the audience, and for the 
performer.” But if anyone could pull off 
such a feat, Sagittarius, it would be you 
in the state you're in now. You're ingen- 
ious at making the best out of mediocre 
situations. You have a special ability to 
transform limited resources into useful 
and valuable assets. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

| predict that you will soon be drinking 
your morning wake-up beverage out of a 
goblet made of gold mined in ancient 
times. Out of nowhere, servants will arrive 
and offer to wash your feet in jeweled 
basins once used to baptize the children of 


ple keep calling my new record ‘ou. 
law Country,’”” he continues. “Well, | 
don’t know that it's outlaw country— 
think that there are a thousand differ- 
ent influences—but it doesn’t matte; 
what I say. It really doesn’t. At the eng 
of it all people will either listen to 
and get it or they won't, and you're 
either out touring a record for a year 
or you're back to the drawing board 
That's the truth of it all.” 


BYRNE ADMITS THAT he's happier with 


this latest album then with his firs} 
solo release, which had a much slick- 


~ er sound to it. He explains he had no 


control over the sound of I Mothe; 
Earth’s albums, so when he went into 
the studio for the first time on his 
own, the process was somewhat 
intimidating, leading to some com 
promising between him and his pro- 
ducer, Tim Thorney. 

“I had written a bunch of songs—at 
the end of the day do I think they came 
out exactly how I intended? No, | don’: 
at all,” he recalls. “I was very much led 
along, and not in a bad way at all—| 
love the guy I worked with—but I did- 
n't really have much to say about the 
sound of the record. The songs were 
mine, but the sound of the record, that 
would have been different for sure. 

“I hope that [Tailor Made) is a truer 
reflection of what’s going on. Even in 
the production it’s a little more jangly, 
it’s not quite as slick, it’s a little more 
upbeat than the last record. This is 
kind of like where I’m headed.” vw 


queens. Maybe most exciting of all, you 
will command the power of the wind and 
lightning. Okay, so maybe everything | just 
predicted will only occur in your dreams 
But even if that’s the case, it's a sign that 
you're in a heightened state of receptivity 
to miracles and wonders—which suggests 
that they will soon be swirling around you 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Here are a few of the interesting devel 
opments | expect that you will have 
enjoyed by the end of September: unex- 
pected revelations about your past; a 
deeper commitment that spawns more 
freedom; an ethical use of smoke and 
mirrors for the most important hocus- 
pocus of the year; unheard-of emotions 
that are so transformative they make 
pain unnecessary and—speaking 
metaphorically here—a night journey 
down a dark road that leads to a pile of 
coal where a huge diamond is hidden. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

It's an excellent time to seek out a more 
intimate relationship with your muse. !'d 
love to see you two develop a deeper com- 
mitment to each other. And if for some 
bizarre reason you don't have a muse oF 
have lost touch with your muse, it's a per- 
fect moment to correct that intolerable sit 

uation. And don’t tell me that you're not an 
artist or writer or musician, and therefore 
don't need a muse. Everyone needs 4 
muse, even soccer moms and homeless 
mimes. Especially these days, your well 

being depends on the unpredictable inspi- 
rations that can best be provided by 4 
person or spirit or luminary who captivates 
your imagination and drives you crazily 
sane with mysterious revelations. w 
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E FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 1205-101 
Basketball: Mon (5-7pm) * Healing 
68pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu (7-Spm), Tue (5- 
leyball; Tue (6-8pm) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6- 
Bless: Wed (pn) # CNC. Pow- 
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Thu (6-8pm) © Elders and Residency; Fri (all 
Using and Harm Reduction; iat Peach 
i '* Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1- 
| Night, Fri (6-8pm) 


nparty.ca © 
Party meets the second Thu of each month * Thu, Sept. 
13am) 


PUBLIC FORUM Stanley A. Milner 
Library Room {downstairs}, Churchill Sq (902- 
7736) ‘ut about the future of harm reduction pro- 


grams in Alberta with panel eae Libby Diss, 
Ross, Rosemary Fayant and others * Sept. 1 
toate 
HARWEST FESTIVAL Cityfarm. www.city-farm.org (488- 
2500) * A farmer's market featuring live music by Chris 
peng rhe Birds (folk, reqgae, blues) * Sat, 
Sept.’ ® Admission by donation, free 
— Belvedere LAT station and Evergreen 
Youtty 
THE HEALTHY CEO Shaw Conference Centre 917-7899) 
* Edmonton Economic Corporati 


Development Corporation 
(Architecture, Engineering and Construction Cluster) pres- 
‘ents speaker and author Dr. Larry Ohlauser. * Sept. 18 


1 aoorarieete 
Rm B-103, 10010-107A Ave (994- 


669/964-1925) © Gala banquet, silent auction * Sept. 8 
(6-10pmm) © $40 {adultl’$20 (12 and under) 
HOPSCOTCH-FESTIVAL OF FINE WHISKEYS AND 
BEERS Winspear Centre © Fri, Sept. 14 (7:30pm) * $60 
HLLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387- 
3343} © Cro transsexuals, friends and support- 
‘ers meet the 2nd Thu each month (8pm); 
hittpi//aroups.yehoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


peak fs, workshops, outings. Photographers 
= $40( rship)/$50 (fami- 
visitors may attend three times 


TATION: THE PERFECT 
Sane sient 
this conference on the future of the 


31-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
groups and workshops for par- 


‘Stanley A. Milner Theatre 
ton Public Library, 7 Sir Winston 
Free public lecture by Robert Lemay * 
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‘THE Wi INSTITUTE 12520-135 Ave (451- 
eS puta) litat ice iaanttiahe 
teachings of Phra P caer 

7 (Tomi; classes start Mon, Sep. 10 7pm) 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER fled Deer (403- 
347-6073) © Affirm welcome LGBTQ people and their 
friends, family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook United 
Church every 2nd Tue each month (7pm) 


‘AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © Sex, sex- 
ual, gender differences in education and culture focus 
group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
{andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
http://aroups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * Social 
group for bi-curious and bisexual women * 2nd Thu each 
month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) » 
Large tavem with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (498-7736) # 
Open nightly 3pm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag 
shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in The GoDonna 
Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip 
contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Artawchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxy Sean © 
Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, 
DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover 
before 10pm * Sat. Undie night for men only, free pool 
and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) © Open 24/7 © www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, 
couples and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusic- 
night@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet 
every 2nd Sunday of most months at 2:30pm for a social 
period, a short meeting and a quest speaker, discussion 
panel or a potluck supper. Special interest groups meet 
for other social activities throughout the month. email 
edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, www primetimersww.org/edmon- 
ton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business com- 
munity * Second Wed each month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11455 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact?@hivedmonton.com ¢ 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer 
{LGBTO) faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support staff * 3rd Thu each month (fallAvinter 
terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
(kwells@ualberta,ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. ww.edmliving- 
positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing conti- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV © Every Tue 
{7-Spm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) » 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African languages 
® Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) # Free (member\/$10 
(membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB : 
www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices 
Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meeting 
for parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgendered people * First Tue every month (7pm) 
© Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 after 6pm, or 
edmontonab@pflageanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (483- 
3234) © Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Youth 
theatre project is developing a play to educate about and 
reduce homophobic bullying. It's a way for GLBTO and 
straight identified youth to address the problem; no previ- 
ous theatre experience needed. Meetings are every 
Wednesday at 7:00 PM at the Pride Centre (9540-111 
Ave). to the project: please contact Emily (Emity@pnde- 
centreofedmonton.org or 488-3234) for more information 
‘* Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun each month (1- 
5pm, TV room) * Trans Education/Support Group: Support 
and education for transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, 


Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group; 
every Sun (7pm: Rob Wells at rabwells70@hotmail com 
@ Friends and Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun each month {2- 
4pm) with Noelle, fri typlaygroup- . 
* Monday Movie Night: Movie 
nights with movies and discussion afterwards; 
every Mon # TTIO Alliance: Support meeting for trans~ 
gender, ranssexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue 


Support and i 
Grup; every Sat(7-Ipm}: yuy@shawes, 
www, bers.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and Show 
piesa eu peer (12-1), 
Taeeines ted 
Sun each month with Jay, 488-3234 == 


‘THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) « Open Thu, Sun 
‘8pm-3am; Fri Sat 8pm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed Thu: 
Thursdays are Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, 
featuring Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and amateur 
strip the last Thu each month * Fri: All Request Dance 
Party every Friday, DJ Jazzy with rotating shows every 
week * Sat Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan 
{retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs # 
Sun: Flashback Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca 
and Vanity Fair, rotating quests. Free pool all night long; 
SS cover * Weekends: $4 (members)/$6 (non- 
member)/Sun $2 cover 


‘SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS * A woman's social 
group, gathers once a month on Sat for conversation aver 
tea and coffee * Information e-mail: 
singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) © Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


TEAM EDMONTON www.teamedmonton.ca * GLBT 
participants encouraged to join in with the summer sea- 
bs of fancy tunning until mid-Sept. Slo-pitch, out- 
loor vol |, running, cycling, tennis, outdoor pursuits 
and bootcamp in session bad 


WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) © A non-profit lesbian 
Organization, organized activities held monthly including 
licenced non-smoking dances, coffee houses, family 
events, games nights, golf tournaments and more # 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace, e-mail: womon- 
space@gmail,com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) Open Daily 
{noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick ¢ Sat- 
Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CORNFEST AND FAMILY FUN DAY Callingwood 
Marketplace south parking lot 69 Ave, 178 St* In sup- 
port of the Firefighters Bum Treatment Society (Edmonton 
Chapter) * Sept. 8 


AN EVENING WITH RICK MERCER Winspear Centre « 
In support of the Northem Alberta Amputee Program with 
@ performance by the Wajjor Drummers * Sun, Sept. 9 
(7pm) * $55-$65 at Winspear box office 


GLOBAL VISIONS FILM FESTIVAL AND THE 
EDMONTON SMALL PRESS ASSOCIATION Metro 
Cinema, Zeidler Hall, Citadel Theatre, 9828-101A Ave 
(414-1052/434-9236) * 9/11 Press for Truth and Loose 
Change * Sept. 11 (9/11 Press for Truth at 7pm; Loose 
Change at Spm) * $10 (adult)/$8 (student/senior//$15 
(both films) 


OPEN MINDS WALK AND RUN Hawrelak Park, 

Www.runningroom.com (452-4561) « Schizophrenia 

Society of Alberta fundraiser, run, walk, and a fun walk, 

jee a free barbeque and family entertainment # 
ept. 


TAOIST TAI CHI SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL AWARE- 
NESS DAY Three locations (489-4293) « Demonstrations 
and free introductory class * Sir Wilbur McIntyre Gazebo, 
103 St and 83 Ave (10am-2pm); Open houses at 15740 
Stony Plain Ad, 8927 Whyte Ave (1pm) * Sept. 8 
WOMEN OF VALOUR GALA EVENT Fantasyland Hotel 
Beverley Hills Ballroom, 17700-87 Ave (481-5986) « 
Honouring six Edmonton women for their dedication to 
the local community * Sept. 9 (6pm) * $180 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain 
Ad (484-7751) * Every Wed (Bpm-12am); every Thu, Fri, 
Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) with Right Said Ed 

BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert * Every 
Wed/Fri: Karaoke with Shelly 

(CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St © Every Tua (Spm- 
Jam). with Off-Key Entertainment 

(CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472- 
7696) * Every Thu (10:30pm) * Every Wed: Name that 
Tune 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 15 Ave, 105 St (461-0597) « 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Every Fri (5pm- 
fate); Karaoke with Chris 

NEWCASTLE PUB 6105-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every Thu 
Karaoke 

O/CONNOR’S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) * 
Name that Tune; every Thu (Spm) 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) « 
Karaoke Mondays (9:30pm); with Wil Clark and Mr. 
Entertainment * Salsa Rocks Thu: every Thu (9pm) 
ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) # Every 
Wed/Thu/Sun (9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 
OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St 
(988-5457) * Every Sat hosted by Jenny Joy; Spm 
PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St, 113 Ave (451-8022) 
© Every Thu (9:30pm-1-30am): with Gord from Stonerock 
Productions 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL © Downtown, 10604-101 St 
(423-3499); Every Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * 
Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat 
{9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; every Thu-Sat (9pm- 
Jam}: with Off-Key Entertainment 
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Discrimination not just 
exclusive to the majority 


€5 | QUEERMONTON 


TED KERR 
ted@vweweekly.com 


Why do we discriminate within our own 
communities? Why do we as minorities 
continue to divide amongst ourselves? 
All inroads made in securing rights as 
a group are useless until we as individu- 
als stand together understanding and 
Supporting each other. In the gay com- 
munity, divides and discriminations exist 
preventing us from seeing the whole rich 
diverse realm of the queer experience. 


In the rush to be 
heard and seen as 
equal we have 
missed an opportuni- 
ty to share the whole- 
hess and diversity of 
queer culture both to 
the larger society and 
each other. 


It seems like once we as individuals 
have found our way out of the closet we 
let the door close behind us, keeping 
those who follow in the dark. In many 
ways this is a survival technique that 
resemble the politics of oppression, a 
theory | first heard about it in Sherry 
MeKibben’s book Daunting Tasks, Dedi- 
cated People. 

The politics begin when two or more 
minority groups both working to secure 
similar rights and resources begin to 
fight each other. The oppression starts 
when a dominant group emerges and 
starts actively discriminating and 
oppressing the other group. 

The other part of the politics of 
oppression is when the other groups 
start working to ensure that they are 
being heard. The best example of this is 
the Dyke March that was created to 
happen before the Pride Parade because 
the Parade was seen as being largely 
absent of diversity beyond the different 
colors of booty shorts that adorned 
men’s butts. 

The politics of oppression elongates 
the chain of discrimination and begins a 
new cycle of prejudice, as Mckibben 
illustrates using the AIDS movement as 
an example in her book. A lot of under- 
standing can be generated through the 
politics of oppression but often the price 
paid is very high. 


THE EARLY DAYS OF AIDS saw the 
media shying away from imagery and 
mention of homosexuality, resulting in 
the under reporting of AIDS. Then the 
pendulum swung too far the other way 
and the general understanding was that 
AIDS was only a gay disease. By the 
time the late-'90s rolled around a degree 
of equilibrium had been established: 
there was a growing awareness that 
AIDS not only affected gay men but also 


drug addicts, the urban poor, First 
Nations people, lesbians, housewives 
and many other people from all social 
classes. 

: As AZT and other meds entered the 
picture prolonging people's lives, the 
VIrUS Was Seen as less dramatic and 
therefore less of a story. The media’s 
attention on AIDS, especially in relation 
to gay men, began to wane altogatiyer 
and funding became complicated. 

Like any group would when faced 
with extinction, gay men fought to stay 
relevant to stay alive. AIDS taught 
everyone involved that attention was 
access, and access was life. Gay men, 
who had lost so much and gained so 
much in the face of AIDS, were not 
about to go quietly into the night 

Neither were the other groups. As the 
‘90s ended, AIDS Service Organizations 
{ASOs) began to break apart. Where 
there once appeared to be a community 
working together for the benefit of 
everyone there were now splinter orgap- 
izations all fighting with each and Be 
gling just to keep their heads above 
water. 

In the end it was all people living 
with AIDS that were adversely affected 
by the politics of oppression. Money 
was stretched too thin between too 
many groups and a lot of good will and 
awareness momentum that had been 
generated was lost. 


| SEE THIS IN THE gay community 
between the gay white passing male 
(GWPM) and everybody else. As pop cul- 
ture celebrates and lavishes validation 
on the GWPM all other queers are left 
outside still looking in. iw 

The experience of the gay men in the 
‘90s through the AIDS movement may be 
why today GWPM have a strong pres- 
ence in gay representation but | don’t 
think it is that simple. | think GWPMs 
were the first to be invited to the bigger 
table and for the most part the work 
landed in their laps and has been left 
with them ever since. 

The small handful of people doing the 
work, coupled with systemic discrimina- 
tion, has resulted in representations of 
homosexuality largely devoid of people 
of colour, disability, gender, less-than- 
ideal bodies and economic diversity. 
This has not only created a ghettoized 
gay culture but also a crisis of ideneny 
for many people within the homo com- 
munity; seldom is any one of us just gay. 
As we might fight for our rights in the 
bedroom and beyond we are also fight- 
ing parallel wars for mobility, self worth 
and other often forgotten issues 

In the last decade, human rights vic- 
tories are starting to be animated by gay 
culture becoming more accessible and 
open. Through different methods of rep- 
resentations, the gay community has 
been able to tell our friends, our neigh- 
bors and our families about ourselvesm™ 

In the rush to be heard and seen as 
equal we have missed an opportunity to 
share the wholeness and diversity of 
queer culture both to the larger society 
and each other. We were so focused on 
looking forward that we forgot to look 
within. w ~ 
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EDUCATIONAL 


ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios.com 
1-886-231-8232 


Classes for Adults and 
Youth ages 10-13 
Don't miss out learning 
from the BEST!!! 
Call today and book 
our spot in the class. 
{780) 460-4607 
Check out www.tomlogan.com 


FOR SALE 


Cute female English Bulldog puppy for sale. Parents 
«champions from known kennels. Healthy, lots of 
wrinkles, big head and big chest. A guarantee of 
health. Champion Bloodlines from CA. 
Brendarhnh@unionplus.net 


HELP WANTED 


“Drivers wanted: D&D Hotshot requires two Class 1 

drivers, and a Class 3 with air driver to run Alberta. 

Flat deck experience. Apply in person with current 
drivers abstract to: 9233-58 Ave. 


DRINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE, 


MAKE MONEY! 


g for the perfect job with 
peaple, great pay, flexible hours, 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 


Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 
MOVIE POSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
£126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408, 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and 
Private instruction: focus on individual! fessional 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 


Beginner and intermediate drum lessons 
(rock/funk/alternative) from an experienced, easy- 
going drummer/teacher 
ch.s-I@hotmail.com 


MUSIC SERVICES 


Professional and experienced sound, lighting and 
soundman for hire. Please e-mail me for rates and 
availability. ch.s-I@hotmail.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREESFREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


AUDITION: Dancers in all disciplines including, tradi- 
tional, folk, jazz, tap, modem, step, contemporary, 
Break, hip-hop, Flamenco, Ukrainian, tango are needed 
for the world premiere of an international dance theatre 
co-production. Auditions for Back and Forth...find your- 
self Sept. 7-8 at the Citadel Theatre 11am-7pm. For 
info contact Vinok Worldance ph (780)454-3739, 
www.vinok.ca 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966 


Portrait photographer at Wolf photography starting 
limited portrait series on people in their 30s. The stu- 
dio has limited space available. Session is free, for 
info contact darren@wolfphoto.ca 


Robert Lemay art talc the Alberta Society of 
Artists and Edmonton Public Library present a free 
public lecture by Robert Lemay, Thu, Sept. 13, 7pm 
at the Stanley A. Milner Theatre (downstairs), 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square 


MUSICIANS 


Have guitar/saxophone/bass. Looking for like-minded 
musicians who like playing oldies/do-op for fun an 
Friday nights. Have hall space and equipment. 906-0893 


Serious modem metal band seeking solid drummer and 
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Audition for EKOS SINGERS! Pop, Jazz, Doo-Wo, 
Swing, |, World Music! Auditions Sept 67,8. 
Call 433-9910, mail@ekosingers.com 


Former members of Bad Seed looking for exp. 30+ 
singer/quitar player. 477-3708 


If you're 8 smokin’ drummer with a team attitude who 

is interested in rocking this city and others with hard- 

working, intense performers in a hard rock band with 

a CD, email ftqusinger@hotmail.com with details. No 
beginners please 


Seeking female vocalist, keyboards and drummer with 
rehearsal space for dance/disco/no wave/rock proj- 
ect. Call 405-4702 - please leave message 


Electric bass player available. Pro gear, young, neat in 
appearance, all styles of music. Call Rod at 405-4702 


Professional rock/pop cover band “Ignision” taking 
bookings. Repertoire mostly current, some older stan- 
dards. Call Rod at 405-4702 


Session musician for hire. Plays drums, guitar, bass, 
some piano, studio or gigs. Call 278-6201 


Bassist and guitarist looking for band. Original mate- 
rial written, ready to play. 278-6201, eonbomb@hot- 
mail.com 


VOLUNTEER 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
our daily programs that assist seniors to remain inde- 
pendent and active in their communities. For a few 
hours each week, volunteers can help with lunch and 
coffee breaks and socialize with clients. Please call 
434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 


The Edmonton Small Press Association needs volun- 
teers for our upcoming North of Nowhere Expo. For 
more information call 434-9236 or e-mail volun- 
teers@edmontonsmallpress.org 


Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 
changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Volunteers Needed! to work with new immigrants 
in a variety of tasks and with some great fun events 
and outings! Many exciting shifts available! 
Call Judy 424-3545, ext 249 


The Friends of the Edmonton Public Library 
needs volunteers for 1-2 Saturday’s/month or Thu 
evening to nel with bot 2223 for the 2007 fall 

ook sale 


Mentors for children/youth 7-17 years old who 
have child welfare status or developmental disabili- 
ties, and are living in group care. 2 hrs/wk for 6 
months. Various ete Ph Ellen @ 432-1137, ext 
362 


Love to Sew? A sewing volunteer is needed to sew 
curtains and other simple projects for a south side 
group home serving children. Materials provided. Ph 
Ellen @ 432-1137, ext. 362 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board Members 
Required. To learn more about CMHA visit: 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 


Volunteer yoga instructor needed for Strathcona 
Place Senior Citizen Centre. For info phone Rita 
Mittelsteadt, 433-5807 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747, ext. 4 


“Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers learn 
about their community and Canadian culture. 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. Lots of 
Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
games and socializing. Edmonton's day programs for 
seniors. Call 434-4747, ext 4 


REE LINES FOR $15 
OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


we require in 


Administration/ 


Do you... 
° have a pleasant demeanor 
© great phone abilities 


Well, we may have 


a job for you... 
We're looking for someone to 
help out in the office several days | 
a week and hit the streets to yell 
out “READ VUE WEEKLY!” at the 
top of your lungs! 

* evening and weekend work required * 
\ Arubmit your resume to Rob Lightfoot, Sales and Marketing manager ... 
EMAIL: rob@vueweekly.com or FAX:780-426-2889 


*Audio Engineering & Production 
*Film & Music Business 


*Film & Digital Arts — 
*Broadcast Arts 
*3D Animation 
*Game Design 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


-Classes start soon 
-$cholarship$ 


- Student Loans 


Vancouver, BC 


Phone 426-1996 from gam-5pm Mon- Fri © > Email office@vueweekly.com © 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon + Print legibly on tines at right Up to 45 Characters per line « Every letter, space or mark counts as one character = Allow one space following 
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a currently experiencing a 


sexual renaissance. I've turned into a 
pr ich I'm coming to terms 
with. Guys seem to like it-! haven't met 
one peri he complained about being wet 
all the way down to his toes. 

The problem is that occasionally when I'm 
really having a good time | also lose a little 
bit of stool. Sometimes its just a smearing 
on the sheets; sometimes it’ a little more 
significant. This happens with regular vagi- 
nal intercourse, even without any anal. | 
find it incredibly embarrassing, though the 
guys I've been with have been cool about it. 
So, why is this happening and what can | 
do about it? I've had hemorrhoids though 
not now. | have some skin tags around my 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32 
FRENCH CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY 
CHREAUTY 440, 413-0234. 


FEMALES NEEDEDI!! Make $799 US per month 
with a Spy cam in your bedroom, Voyeur website 
isc looking for youn Aiea irls. 


Call Jamie for more info. 


white business man looking for SWF 
wie90, 00-115 tbs for pleasurable, intimate 
encounters. Call James 299-9547. 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 360-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, ene super fun; call for 
availabil ity; 965-4968. 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the indi mr 3B. 26-32; i jase MIRE call 


Rn hot ftalian w/jet black hair; very 
cache For soe call for availabil- 


‘or availability; 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper; no ae a delicate nr gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


MEET LOCALS TONIGHT! 
i Peele fu free. 
Call 780-665-6565, 18+ 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


[( depends on your d 


rectum as a result. | had a vaginal hys- 
terectomy (no cervix but | have my 
ovaries) and | wonder if there might be 
some rectal prolapse going on? | don’t 
have health insurance right now and 
haven't wanted to see a doctor about 
what doesn’t seem terribly urgent, just 
embarrassing. Are there Kegels for the 
rectum? Do | need to start “anal douch- 
ing” before intercourse now? 

LOVE, 

LOSING IT 


DEAR IT 

I'm impressed. Of course you're embar- 
rassed, but a lot of people would be too 
mortified to go on. 

This didn’t sound particularly familiar to 
me sol read around a bit, thinking there must 
be some study or other connecting vaginal 
hysterectomy with fecal incontinence, but | 
really couldn't find anything. One study 
Specifically queried abdominal and vaginal 
hysterectomy patients about their bowel 


Soa* 


Gra? 


ERSOMAS $\ \" 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,330,000 
Ad Profi les 


1-866-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


_2) MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


health and habits, and found this: 

CONCLUSIONS: Patients undergoing 
abdominal hysterectomy may run an 
increased risk for developing mild to mod- 
erate anal incontinence postoperatively 
and this risk is increased by simultaneous 
bilateral salpingo-oopherectomy . 

Salpingo-oopherectomy, for those fol- 
lowing along at home, is removal of the 
ovaries and fallopian tubes. Just because 
those doctors didn’t find any connection 
doesn’t mean you haven't experienced 
one. Major surgery, with the scalpels and 
the nerves and everything, sounds like a 
more likely culprit than do hemorrhoids or 
skin tags. Seeing a proctologist or surgeon 
seems like a good idea~something’s 
wrong here—but there's no rush on that; 
you re coping rather brilliantly. 

In the meantime, yes, there are Kegel-y 
things you can do. They're pretty much 
self-explanatory: squeeze, release, repeat. 
Do not douche right before partnered sex, 
or you may regret it in yuckier ways than | 


Tryus FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 


Try Cruiseline Text for free 
Text “xtra” to SFREE ~ www.crulseline,ca 


eVine. NO MORE LONELY & ” 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 


702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 


Romantic 
ho 


can bear to get into here. The night before 
is safer, and do what your mother would 
tell you to do to provided you talked to your 
mother about this sort of thing: eat more of 
what she used to call “roughage.” Lots 
more. The idea is to get so regular and so 
thorough in your elimination that there's 
nothing left around to put in a surprise 
appearance later. And then, let's get real 
get some insurance. | don't care how, just 
do it. Once we're 40, running around with 
No coverage ceases to be devil-may-care 
and starts being stupid 

LOVE, 

ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 

You once wrote: “The human ass can 
clean itself. If it couldn't, we'd all be dead. 
Internal ass hygiene requires only fibre 
(ingested, not shoved up there) and water 
(likewise).” But when | do anal, “some- 
thing” is left on my penis. Isn't there a 
way that my girlfriend could clean her ass 


errr? 
2 (ig 


efinition of ‘clean’ 


$0 much that this would not happen? In 
the porno movies everything seers so 
clean. Not that if they had such an acci- 
dent they would record it 


LOVE, 

TIDY GUY 

DEAR GUY 

Yeah, | should clarify that. By “clean 


itself” | don’t mean “Wow, it's so clean in 
here I'd eat off the floor” 
clean for the inside of a 
There is, sadly, no way to guarantee that 
you will never see “something” agaixvbut 
you might mind it less if you were using a 
condom, hint hint). Word has it that the pros 
do douche the night before. That requires a 
certain amount of planning, which is 
accomplish if you know you're going to be 
having anal sex from, say, 2:00 to 3:30, and 
never on Wednesdays. If you can pull that 
off, more power to you 
LOVE, 
ANDREA 


clean; | mean 


Calgary 403- 313- gall 
Other cities 1-877-834-4044 7 


Mbbile pay, text “SCORE” to 96669 ss 


Edmonton 


780- 665- 0806 


Ho labihty, Restrictions apply 
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Since they muscled their way onto the 
Orange County metal scene in 1998, 
Atreyu have sold over a million albums 
by constantly challenging themselves 
and their audiences with charged music 


and acrobatic performances that both 


have pushed the boundaries of catharsis 
and emotional exorcism. But even those 
who have grown used to the unexpected 
from Atreyu will be blown away by the 
musical growth, determination and depth 
of the band’s Hollywood Records debut 
“Lead Sails Paper Anchor” featuring the 
first single “Becoming the Bull”. 


BLAQK AUDIO 


Aw] aE AU DEGRS 
BYesX CE L LAS 


Blagk Audio is AFI's Davey Havok and 
Jade Puget’s electronic side-project. 
Born from a lifetime of electronic musical 
influences, Davey and Jade found time 
between touring the successful Platinum 
selling “DECEMBERUNDERGROUND” 
album to write and record their 
much discussed pet-project. Drawing 
inspiration from synth legends such as 
Depeche Mode and New Order, to the 
darker fringe electronics of Convenant 
and VNV Nation, to the pure electro-pop 
of Erasure and Soft Cell, “CexCells” is a 
vibrant creation showcasing a diverse 
passion of all tempos, textures and styles 
of this broad genre. Recorded largely 
on their own, the album was mixed by 
the legendary Dave Bascombe (Depeche 
Mode, Tears for Fears, ABC, Placebo) 
and his knowing talent gives “CexCells” 
another layer of authenticity. Featuring 
the first single “Stiff Kittens”. 


Listen to them for yourself at HMV! 


STATE OF SHOCK 


LIFE, LOVE & LIES 


State of Shock have made a national 
impact this summer with the release of 
“Life, Love & Lies” and coast to coast 
touring with Nickelback and other 
major acts. “Money Honey,” the first top 
10 single from the album has received 
massive national airplay. Continuing 
the theme, “Life, Love & Lies” is full of 
singable melodies with straight from the 
heart lyrics that don’t pull any punches. 
That’s what State of Shock are about 
-- nothing hidden, out in the open for 
all to see...and hear. Memorable other 
tracks include: “Hearts That Bleed”, 
“Too Pretty” and “Best I Ever Had”. 


UMUSIC-CA 


*See in-store for details, Prices in effect until October 3, 2007 or while quantities last. HMV reserves the right to limit quantities. 


Ce. 
the HMV gift card 


music ¢ DVD « videogames 
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